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Pastoral Letter

Dear Friends,

When the only bit of liturgical colour you see is the stole that I am wearing for our

streamed services, rather than all the different coloured hangings we are used to

seeing in church, it is easy to miss the change in religious seasons. So you might be

forgiven for not noticing that, with the ending of the Easter season at Pentecost, we

have now moved into what is unimaginatively called 'Ordinary Time' or 'the Green

season'.

I remember thinking as a young choirboy how strange it was that our celebration of

the special points in Jesus' life were all crammed into the period from December to

May −  Advent to Pentecost − and then we had six months which seemed to focus

on nothing in particular, apart from Harvest and Remembrance Sunday. You may

think this just shows what a sad and church-obsessed child I was, but actually it is

something which deserves some reflection. There might be straightforward secular

reasons for it − the green months were when the agricultural society of the past was

at its busiest and people had less time for celebration. However, I think there is a

good spiritual point to be made by this quirk of the calendar.

By the time we have reached Pentecost, we have, in theory at least, retold and

wondered at the mysteries of Christ coming into the world, his living amongst us,

his passion, death and resurrection and the subsequent sending of the Holy Spirit.

We have marvelled and given thanks at these things, but it doesn't end there. Then

we move into 'Ordinary Time', the day to day getting on with life and we are asked

the question: how does all that we have celebrated for the past six months affect our
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life for the rest of the year? We have told the stories, sung the hymns. Now what

difference does it make? How does our faith affect our lives? How does the

resurrection affect the way we treat the people next door or those we see at the

Bowls Club (when we can once more)? How does the Cross affect the choices we

make at the supermarket? How does the child born in the stable affect the way we

vote at elections?

Saint Benedict taught that our work and our living together as a community should

be aspects of our spiritual life. He taught his monks that to work was to pray.

Fifteen hundred years later the German theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote that

our daily work and our life with others are the primary arenas for our meeting with

God. Some people punctuate each day with prayers, as a way of dedicating their

daily activities to God. As you will see elsewhere in this magazine, I have prepared

a series of simple prayers and readings for use in the morning, the middle of the

day, teatime or early evening and at the end of the day. You may find it helpful to

use or adapt some or all of these.

People say that when the corona virus crisis is finally all over we won't look at the

world in the same way. It will have changed our outlook on life. If that is true,

surely our Lord's coming into the world, dying on a Cross and rising again must

change everything about the way we live − mustn't it?

Well, we have six months to think about the answer to that question before we start

preparing for Christmas again.

                   Yours in Christ,

                               Chris Scargill

As well as our website, the church also has a

presence on Facebook, where you can get

up-to-the-minute news and pictures and

notification of forthcoming events, and a

YouTube channel, where there is an archive of

live-streamed services.   

In each case just search for:

    "St Thomas' Church, St Annes"

This edition covers the period Sunday 7th

June to Sunday 5th July. However, in the

current circumstances, there are no

publication deadlines and we are happy to

accept articles at any time.

Contact details:

email – mandianpalmer@gmail.com

phone – 01253 711794

mobile – 07821 626121

Mandy and Ian Palmer (editors)

Cover artwork:  Summer flowers   by Devon-based artist   Yvonne Coomber

Consider the flowers of the field. They do not labour or spin. Yet I tell you, not even

Solomon in all his splendour was dressed like one of these. [Luke 12:27]
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Parish Prayer Diary

In our weekly prayer cycle we ask the Lord God our Father to bless and guide all

those who live, work and worship in our parish.

June 7th Lima Road, Wentworth Mews and Sunningdale Court

St Annes College Grammar School

June 14th Newbury Road, Kintbury Road and Hungerford Road

Clifton Hospital: doctors, patients, nurses and staff

     and all who provide medical care in St Annes

June 21st Alexandria Drive, Lightburne Avenue and The Boulevard

The local nursing homes

June 28th Arnside Avenue and Ulverston Crescent

The local rest and retirement homes

     and all who provide care in the local community

July 5th Main Drive, Buckley Grove and Bowden Lane

Churches of other traditions in St Annes and our joint activities

with them, including through Churches Together

Prayer Tree

Requests for prayer via the Prayer Tree should be directed to our vicar, Chris. If he

is not available please contact one of the Licensed Lay Ministers. The vicar or LLM

will then contact the next two people on the tree, and so on. The Prayer Tree

consists of about twenty members of our congregation. Prayer is an important and

positive action, particularly in these troubled times. The Prayer Tree will be

particularly useful when the need for prayer is confidential or urgent.

Prayer Through the Day

Having heard that people have found helpful the forms of prayer we have provided

over Eastertide for those who couldn't access our on-line worship, I decided that as

well as offering a form of prayer for Sundays from Trinity onwards, I would put

together some prayers and readings which could be used at various times each day.

There is one for the morning, one for around the middle of the day, one for late

afternoon or early evening and one for the end of the day. They are based on some

prayers from the American Episcopalian (Anglican) Church (ECUSA), but I have

adapted them slightly to use more familiar texts.
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Feel free to adapt these as suits your own spiritual life. You may want to use only

one or two of them or, if you use something like Bible Reading Fellowship notes,

you might want to read those at some stage during the day rather than one of the

Bible readings offered. You may be quite happy with your pattern of worship and

not want to use these at all!

The basic idea is that this pattern offers a way of dedicating the whole day and all

the activities we undertake in it to God. We can be aware of his presence with us

even when we are doing something not specifically religious. Why not give them a

try? They can be downloaded from the parish website − or if you let us know we

can send you a copy.
Chris Scargill

Calendar for the month

While the church remains closed, Sunday services will continue to be live-streamed

from the vicarage on Facebook and made available to view afterwards both from

our Facebook page and via our YouTube channel. Sunday morning services will

commence at 11am.

Sunday 7th June Trinity Sunday

Sunday 14th June First Sunday after Trinity

Sunday 21st June Second Sunday after Trinity

Sunday 28th June Saint Peter and Saint Paul

Sunday 5th July Saint Thomas (Patronal Festival)

Supporting the church

As you will be aware, St Thomas' main source of income is the giving of the

congregation. Since the church building closed, those who usually give by directly

putting money on the plate have largely been unable to do so. If you would like to

support St Thomas', either by setting up a monthly standing order or by simply

transferring the amount you wish to give electronically, please feel free to contact

the vicar and you will be sent the necessary details. It is possible to give in this way

and claim Gift Aid on it. Please ask for details if you wish to do so.

Thank you.
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The Commissioning of the Disciples

The understanding that God is Holy Trinity means that God lives as a community,

with Father, Son and Spirit in loving harmony and inter-dependence, each being

distinct and doing distinctive things.

We are made in God's image and so we too are made to be in community and are

only truly ourselves as we live that out.

This challenges the notion that faith is solely a

personal matter. We have to live out our faith

together with our fellow believers. In the same

way, we need to seek unity in diversity in our

domestic and social lives.

The understanding that God lives as community

also means that God is active and dynamic; within

the Trinity there is constant movement and

change.

Some theologians describe this as being like a

dance: the three persons of the Trinity affect and

change each other like partners in a dance. The

dancer moves in harmony to the heartbeat of the

other, whilst inter-dependent yet distinct, and doing distinctive things. The dancers

are affecting and changing the movements of each other, creating and developing a

seamless dance flowing like a stream.

We are made in God's image; movement and change will always be part of our lives

too. As individuals and as the Church, we develop and grow.

Saint Matthew says in his gospel the Holy Spirit is for mission and to emphasise the

point Matthew ends the gospel by Jesus' mission charge to the disciples: "Go

therefore, and make disciples of all nations." [Matthew 28:19]

In short, tell people about Jesus so the Church can develop and grow.

How are we to take up his command and carry out this redemptive work today?

How do we share our faith with confidence? Well, the Spirit of God is given us by

Jesus to empower us for our work of making Jesus known and he promises that he

will be with us always. It is certainly at such times as this as we face so much

change that we need the Lord's presence.

Change is both desirable and inevitable and we are all called to play a part in it. The

Spirit of God comes upon Christians individually and upon the community to unite

us in fellowship. Our church and our community here in St Annes are part of a

flowing stream, partakers in a dance of change and movement and because of this

we can have hope in our hearts for the future.
Debbie Wood
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Sixty happy years

Sixty years ago, on 6th June 1960,

Sylvia and Eddie Nicholas were married

at St Philip's Church in Kelsall, near

Chester.

They moved to St Annes forty years ago

to run the Carlton Hotel and have been

parishioners at St Thomas' Church ever

since.

Their daughters, Sarah and Susie, went

to St Thomas' Primary School and were

both confirmed and married at

St Thomas' Church. All four of their

grandchildren have been christened at

St Thomas'.

They both greatly appreciate the

continued friendship and support they

have had from everyone at church over

the years and thank everyone for their

cards and good wishes.

They spent their Diamond Wedding

at home and enjoyed a socially

distanced tea party in the afternoon

with the family. Everyone in the

choir will be pleased to know that

Eddie provided the musical

entertainment, singing some of the

greatest hits of his hero − the late,

great Lonnie Donegan!

They hope everyone is keeping

safe and well and are very much

looking forward to seeing all their

friends when we are able to

worship together again.

We send our best wishes to Eddie
and Sylvia for many more happy

years together.

They are not the only ones with a
'big' anniversary this month. See
page 15 for another happy couple.
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Crossword

Across

  1  See 23 Across

  3  Where the thief on the cross was told he would be, with Jesus [Luke 23:43] (8)

  8  Invalid (4)

  9  Blasphemed [Ezekiel 36:20] (8)

11  Adhering to the letter of the law rather than its spirit [Philippians 3:6] (10)

14  Shut [Ecclesiastes 12:4] (6)

15  "This is how it will be with anyone who — up things for himself but is

     not rich towards God" [Luke 12:21] (6)

17  Mary on Isis (anag.) (10)

20  Agreement [Hebrews 9:15] (8)

21  Native of, say, Bangkok (4)

22  Deaf fort (anag.) (5-3)

23  and 1 Across "The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of —

    to work it and take — of it" [Genesis 2:15] (4,4)

Down

  1  Struggle between opposing forces [Habakkuk 1:3] (8)

  2  James defined this as "looking after orphans and widows in their distress and

    keeping oneself from being polluted by the world" [James 1:27] (8)

  4  "The one I kiss is the man; — him" [Matthew 26:48] (6)

  5  "Be joyful in hope, patient in — , faithful in prayer" [Romans 12:12] (10)

  6  Saint Columba's burial place (4)

  7  Swirling current of water (4)

10  Loyalty [Isaiah 19:18] (10)

12  "God was pleased through the foolishness of what was — , to save those who

     believe" [1 Corinthians 1:21] (8)

13  Camp where the angel of the Lord slew 185,000 men one night

     [2 Kings 19:35] (8)

16  "There is still — — — Jonathan; he is crippled in both feet"

     [2 Samuel 9:3] (1,3,2)

18  David Livingstone was one (4)

19  Driver and Vehicle Licensing Authority (1,1,1,1)

[Answers to all puzzles on page 26.]
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A thorough reading and understanding of the Bible is the surest path to atheism.

The expression 'as right as rain' must have been invented by an English person.

Vote for the candidate who promises least; they'll be the least disappointing.

If things appear to be going well, you have probably overlooked something.

Don't worry about avoiding temptation; as you grow older, it will avoid you.

Flattery is the art of telling a person exactly what they think of themselves.

What we desire our children to be, we must endeavour to be before them.

Be careful about reading health books: you may die of a misprint.

The tragedy of war is that it uses man's best to do man's worst.

Bad officials are elected by good citizens who do not vote.

Work out your own salvation; do not depend on others.

He who lives in fear will never be a free man.
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Wordsearch: Psalm 91

Coronavirus has turned our world upside down. But God is still there, and we can

call on him, as Psalm 91 reminds us.

Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High

    will rest in the shadow of the Almighty.

I will say of the Lord, "He is my refuge and my fortress,

    my God, in whom I trust."

Surely he will save you

    from the fowler's snare and from the deadly pestilence.

He will cover you with his feathers,

    and under his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness will be your shield and rampart.

You will not fear the terror of night,

    nor the arrow that flies by day,

nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness,

    nor the plague that destroys at midday.

DWELLS SHELTER MOST HIGH

SHADOW ALMIGHTY REFUGE FORTRESS

TRUST SAVE SNARE DEADLY

PESTILENCE COVER FEATHERS WINGS

FAITHFULNESS SHIELD RAMPART FEAR

TERROR NIGHT ARROW PLAGUE

DESTROYS
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Sudoku and Maze

House Boxes

I will not be collecting the Children's Society

boxes in July this year, as many of you will have

probably guessed. Please keep putting your money

in the box and I will let you all know when the

new date is given to me by the office staff of the society. Meanwhile, if you would

like to send a donation to their emergency coronavirus appeal at:

      www.childrenssoociety.org.uk/lifeline

it will be much appreciated.
Aileen Williamson

Christian Aid

From the CEO, Amanda Mukwashi: "We're called

to live lives of hope. But this is hard amid suffering.

From extreme poverty to the impact of COVID-19,

our neighbours near and far are hurting. So how do we stay hopeful? We can draw

on the hope in our shared faith, we can listen out for stories of positive change;

from HSBC closing a climate change loophole, to hygiene kits being distributed in

Cox's Bazaar. It takes courage to look at the suffering and decide that we want to be

part of a story of hope in the world. But every day we can choose to live lives of

courageous hope. We take action knowing that as Martin Luther King Jr said: 'the

time is always right, to do what is right'." Find out more at:

      www.christianaid.org.uk
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School News

With the country in lockdown and the school only

open for the children of key workers, you might be

forgiven for assuming that Sports Day (due to take

place on 19th May) would be cancelled this year. Not a

bit of it! Launched by a Chariots of Fire style video of

the staff,

and

lasting

several

days

instead of

just one,

the event

became

St Thomas' first ever Virtual Sports

Day.

The theme was "20-20 in 2020" and

it featured a list of 20 activities, all

of which were also in 20s. Children

and their families were invited to

try as many of these as they could

and to send in photos of what they

had done.

The incentive? All entries earned

points for the children's houses and

at the end of the allotted period of time an overall winner would be declared. This

certainly caught the imagination, with family

members of all ages (and even some pets) taking

part, hundreds of photos, videos and Powerpoints

being sent in and the overall winner, St George's,

amassing an astonishing 17,370 points.

The few photos on these pages hardly do it

justice: to see more, go to 'news and gallery' on

the school website [www.st thomas.lancs.sch.uk].

Full marks to our incredible staff team and PE

coordinator Miss Hindle for, as always, going the

extra mile for our children. Joe Wicks, eat your

heart out!
Mandy Palmer

photos by St Thomas' School

   The Twenty Activities
 (1) 20 skips with a rope

 (2) 20 hops on one foot

 (3) 20 star jumps

 (4) 20 keepy uppies

 (5) 20 bounces with a basketball

 (6) 20 laps of the garden

 (7) 20 rolls of a hula-hoop

 (8) 20 steps with an egg and spoon

 (9) 20 seconds balancing book on head

(10) 20 objects thrown into a bin

(11) 20 jumps on a trampoline

(12) 20 minute bike ride

(13) 20 high kicks

(14) 20 minute walk or jog

(15) 20 second plank

(16) 20 bounces on a racquet

(17) 20 goals in a net

(18) 20 minutes circuit training

(19) 20 minutes non-stop dancing

(20) 20 sit-ups or press-ups
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St Thomas' School Virtual Sports Day 2020
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Joy in retirement

The 3rd June this year was Joy Swarbrick's last day as a

paediatric nurse at Blackpool Victoria Hospital. The middle

of lockdown is not necessarily the best time to leave a job

you have loved for many years, but if Joy thought she was

going to be able to slip away quietly she had to think again!

Not only did her colleagues manage to organise a socially

distanced leaving do without her finding out about it

beforehand, but she even featured

in the local paper. And quite right

too, when you think of how many lives she has touched in

a career which has lasted an incredible 44 years!

Joy says that, even as a little girl, she always knew that she

wanted to be a nurse. When she started as a student on

Children's Ward A at Blackpool Victoria in 1976, she

discovered that she loved working with children − and her

career as a children's nurse had begun. Back then, things

were very different for both the staff and the patients.

Parents could only visit in the afternoon and many

conditions which would now be considered suitable for

day care required a lengthy hospital stay. Nowadays, of

course, parents can stay with their children, even

overnight, which is clearly far better for all concerned.

Joy's role in paediatric outreach, which she began 22

years ago, has seen her working closely with children

and their families over long periods of time. This even

involved featuring in a CBBC television programme

about a girl with cystic fibrosis. Reading the tributes

from her colleagues, it is very clear how much she has

contributed to the lives of so many people and how

greatly she will

be missed.

However, in Joy's

own words, it "feels like the right time to

go" and she is now looking forward to

spending more time with her grandchildren

and enjoying her hobby of photography.

Congratulations, Joy, on your exceptional

contribution to our community and we wish

you well as you begin your well-earned

retirement!
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Happy Anniversary!

Eric and Aileen Williamson were
married on 11th June 1960 at
St Edward's Church in Barnsley.
They lived in Barnsley and then
Wakefield for fifteen years
before moving to St Annes in
1975. They have been regular
worshippers with us here at
St Thomas' ever since: 45 years
and counting!

The couple have two children,
one living in Guernsey, the other
in Gateshead, and two
grandchildren who both live in
the United States.

Sadly, because of the current
lock-down restrictions, none of
the family were able to join them
in person to celebrate their
diamond wedding anniversary,
though all were in contact
remotely.

Instead, they marked the occasion with a socially distanced party with the other
residents of Northgate on the communal front lawn.

We wish them many more happy years together.

Congratulations also to Peter Watson, who celebrated his 70th birthday on 8th June.
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Laughter Lines

• A man felt he was overloaded in the trouble-
shooting department of his office, until he found
this memo on his desk. "Be thankful for the
problems, for if they were less difficult, someone
with less ability would have your job."

• I'm not a complete idiot. Some parts are missing.

• Doctor: I'm afraid your DNA test has come out
backwards. Patient: AND...

• Customer in bookshop: "Do you have any books about turtles?" Sales assistant:
"Hardback?" Customer: "Yeah, with little heads."

• I went in the butchers this morning and asked for some tripe. He gave me the
DVD box set of Love Island.

• I was a man trapped inside a woman's
body. Then something amazing happened
to me. My mum gave birth.

• My wife says men can't do two things at
the same time. I just ate a Malteaser while
ignoring what she said. Case closed.

• Sign on an optician's shop window: "If
you don't see what you're looking for,
you've come to the right place."

• "Jesus loves you." Nice to hear in church; not so good in a Mexican jail.

• A man who trained his dog to play the trumpet on the London Underground said
he went from Barking to Tooting in just over an hour.

• First rule of Introvert Club: there is no Introvert Club. Thank goodness!

• My wife and I decided not to have kids. The kids are taking it pretty hard.

• "Sorry I'm late. I got here as soon as I wanted to."

• When I was a kid, my mum used to tell me to save my pocket money in a box in
a cupboard under the stairs. I was fifteen before I realised it was the gas meter.

• If you hate yourself, remember that you are not alone. A lot of other people hate
you too.

• I said to the baker: "How come all your cakes are 50p except that one that's a
pound?" He replied: "That's madeira cake."

• Strange new trend at the office: people putting names on food in the company
fridge. Today I ate a tuna sandwich named Linda.
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Inadequate?

Those of you who've been

associated with St Thomas' for a

few years will surely remember

Rev Andrew Rea and his wife

Jean. Andrew was with us as an

Assistant Priest from 2010 to

2012, before taking up new

challenges in Spain. This photo of

the couple was taken in 2012 as

part of their preparations for

departure. Andrew has recently

been in touch again with news of

the impending publication of his autobiography. In his own words...

Hello. I hope you are safe and well. Some of

you know me really well (you think!), others

may not have heard from me in quite a while.

Some may not want to!

Yesterday I heard from my publisher: my

autobiography Holy Inadequate is ready for

orders. So I am sending this just in case you

are interested! Please feel free to send on to

whoever you think might be. Thank you!

It looks like Waterstones are accepting pre-

orders, but the actual publication date will

probably be 1st September.

What is the book about? My experiences with

faith and churches in four countries. From

my early childhood, through my crazy

teenage years and how things developed.

Well, it makes me laugh (but also cry). A long

hard journey, still unfolding.

Sometimes established churches leave you

feeling inadequate. Sometimes this causes us to doubt ourselves and our

faith. These challenging times are calling for a new order. For churches to

examine themselves, long and hard.

I do hope you will find the book interesting; maybe challenging, but also

inspiring.

Thank you for reading this and take care,

Andrew
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On holding the arts festival in church

The Rectory

St James the Least

My dear Nephew Darren,

Your decision to hold a summer weekend Arts Festival

in church, bringing culture to your inner-city streets,

was most commendable. Pity how it all turned out.

The Friday evening started well with the concert of

Scott Joplin piano music. Obviously knowing that the

pieces were originally played in seedy bars on pianos

wildly out of tune with several notes missing, your committee must have gone to

endless trouble to find precisely the right instrument. Your stage-hands were,

however, less careful and hadn't noticed that the platform had a noticeable list to

port. After each piece, the pianist had to relocate the piano stool closer to his

nomadic piano, with the last piece being performed with both entirely out of sight

behind the pulpit.

It created much innocent entertainment for the audience, but the fault really should

have been remedied before the Saturday evening choir concert. Discarded kneelers

and rotting hymn books do not form a stable base for a stage supporting an

80-strong choir. So when it came to the enthusiastic rendering of hits from

Oklahoma, with copious hand movements, it came as something of a relief that the

stage took this as the moment to signal defeat, tipping the tenors behind the altar.

The audience's thunderous applause, assuming this was a carefully choreographed

part of the performance, was quite touching. I am sure all the compensation claims

will soon be sorted out.

Your one great mistake was to take on responsibility for organising the

refreshments afterwards. Church entertainments committees have centuries of

collective experience in judging the numbers of ham sandwiches and bottles of milk

required. I am forever proud that our own ladies − through years of experience −
can now get five cups of tea from every tea bag and can butter bread so thinly that

one pack can last several months.

What you now do with 29 surplus loaves of bread is a problem you have brought

upon yourself. You could possibly use them for supporting the stage next year.

Your loving uncle,

Eustace
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Rejoice!

God wants to be close to us in these difficult times. In these past couple of months

our worlds have suddenly turned upside down. We have many anxieties about our

future and our families. We are concerned about our health: what if I or someone I

love gets this virus? Our plans have had to be changed − both my children have had

to change their wedding plans to next year. Our annual Churches Together

Pentecost Walk of Witness has had to be postponed. Our church doors are closed

and no one knows for sure when they will be open and when things will be back to

normal. How do we deepen our faith when we might not be able to go to church for

some time? We miss our church! We miss our friends in Christ.

Well, God is with us in all our uncertainties, fears and disappointments. God wants

to comfort us and help us in whatever we are facing alone or collectively. God is

inviting us to rely more on Him and not to rely on ourselves or to be anxious about

our circumstances, to put our total trust in Him! God wants to remind us that our

feelings may change but He does not. Jesus wants us to welcome Him into our

heart, to keep focused on Him.

We can deepen our faith as we bring the word of God into our hearts through

scripture or when we light a candle. We read the words from Saint Francis of Assisi

displayed outside on our church notice board boldly assuring us with a flame: "All

the darkness in the world cannot extinguish the light of a single candle." That light

can remind us of Jesus' love for each of us. Let us remind ourselves we have

already been bought at a price, forgiven and accepted − we are 'in Christ'. He is our

joy! He is our all! Our everything! Our real joy flows from Him and He will look

after us even if our worst fears do come true!

So, what action should we take when we are anxious? What should we do and why?

We should pray like Saint Paul did "in every situation with thanksgiving"

[Philippians 4:6] because this will enable us to feel the peace of God return to our

hearts through His Spirit which is so wonderful that no one can fully understand or

explain; remembering all the blessings that we have in Christ in the midst of all the

turmoil.

In these troubled times, let our Christian joy be a help, witness and encouragement

to people around us, especially those who need their spirits uplifted. Let people see

the joy in our hearts regardless of our circumstances and pray that our joy will have

an effect on others around and result in others coming to faith, sharing with us the

joy of His daily presence and love in our lives.

I believe God is working in these troubled times for the furtherance and

advancement of the Gospel and for His Glory. Rejoice, knowing that the Lord is

always with us, guiding our lives and leading us to what is truly best for us even if

we don't always see it at the time. I echo Saint Paul's encouraging words to you

"Rejoice in the Lord always: and again, I say, Rejoice!"
Debbie Wood
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Laughter Lines

• A vicar stood in the pulpit one Sunday morning and announced to his
congregation: "I have good news and bad
news. The good news is, we have enough
money to pay for the roof repairs to the
church. The bad news is, it's still out there
in your pockets."

• If you had to identify, in one word, the
reason why humanity has not achieved,
and never will achieve, its full potential,
that word would be 'meetings'.

• A man and his friend are playing golf one
day at their local golf course. The man is
about to chip onto the green when he sees
a long funeral procession on the road next to the course. He stops in mid-swing,
takes off his cap, closes his eyes, and bows down in prayer. His friend says,
"Gosh, that is the most respectful and touching thing I have ever seen. You truly
are a kind person." The man replies,
"Yes... well, we were married 35 years."

• Adam and Eve had an ideal marriage. He
didn't have to hear about all the other men
she could have married, and she didn't
have to hear about how good his mother's
cooking was.

• An elderly spinster died and requested no
male pallbearers. In her handwritten
instructions for her memorial service, she
explained: "They wouldn't take me out
while I was alive, so I don't want them to
take me out when I'm dead."

Some answers to the question "What are angels like?" given by small children...

• Angels have a lot to do and they keep very busy. If you lose a tooth, an angel
comes in through your window and leaves money under your pillow. Then when
it gets cold, they go south for the winter.

• Angels live in cloud houses made by God and His Son, who's a very
good carpenter. 

• All angels are girls because they have to wear dresses and boys don't like that.

• What I don't get about angels is why, when someone is in love, they shoot arrows
at them. 
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Puzzle Solutions
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Black Lives Matter − Lytham

Following the tragic death of George Floyd in Minneapolis, as I'm sure you are

aware, a number of protests have been organised around the world. So when we

heard that a protest gathering was being organised [for Sunday 7th June] by a

number of young people on Lytham Green, we were naturally interested.

Sara, Chris and Rob Scargill
photos by Izzy Durose

Sara:   Firstly, my feeling was that, being old

enough to remember the assassination of Martin

Luther King, our children's generation should not

still have to be demonstrating against racial

injustice, so I very much wanted to support the

cause and to show solidarity with our local young

people. I was, however, somewhat wary, partly in

view of the situation regarding Coronavirus and

partly as a number of these gatherings have turned

into violent protests and clashes with the police.

Chris and I decided that we would go, but that we

would turn back if

it looked as if

social distancing

was not going to be

respected or if

there was any other

factor we were

uncomfortable

about.

We need not have worried though. When we

turned up on the Green, armed with face masks

and hand sanitiser, there was plenty of room to sit

on the grass while maintaining social distancing,

but close enough to speak to friends. The vast

majority of people were wearing face coverings

too and everything was very calm and peaceful, so

much so that I gather a police presence wasn't

deemed necessary; I think we saw a police car

drive past at one point. Unfortunately, as we were at some distance, we couldn't

hear much of what was being said, but it was a very moving experience (especially,

for me, when everyone got down on one knee, an action which has become a

symbol of the protest). We were very glad we had attended and very proud of our

local young people and in particular of Rob, who spoke at the gathering.
continued overleaf...
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Chris:   I was equally concerned that social distance and hygiene measures should

be followed, as it seemed unfair to put

others at risk because of what I wanted

to do, but, as Sara says, there was no

real need for concern. Social distancing

generally seemed to be maintained. I

also felt it was important to attend in

clerical dress (ie a dog-collar) because

the Church hasn't always been very

visible in its opposition to racism

(myself included) and, following the

bishops' statement condemning racism,

it seemed right to be there and to show

solidarity with the protest.

Three particular points came out to me

as I listened to the speakers. Firstly, it

struck me how much pain and insult has

been caused particularly to black people

by unthinking assumptions that they

will be poorly educated or be in a

menial role. I suspect a good deal of

this wasn't intended to offend. It was

simply the result of people not thinking about the assumptions they make and the

implications of what they say. Secondly, I was also very struck by the anger

amongst so many young people that they hadn't been told about the darker side of

British history, particularly our imperial history. This I found worrying because as a

historian myself I believe the

calling of historians and

history teachers is to help

people to understand what

actually happened in the past

and to train people how to

search for the truth, not to

create myths to underpin

particular ideologies. It

sounds very much as if this

has not been happening in

(particularly secondary)

schools in recent years.

Finally, I was very much struck by a point Rob made in his speech − that diversity

is a source of strength for a society, not a weakness. Indeed, could one say that

hostility to diversity is actually a sign of weakness and insecurity?
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Rob:   So often when a large issue such as this comes up, I'm struck by a feeling of

immense frustration as a result of my inability to do anything about it. After all, I'm

not a prominent figure, I don't have a vast pool of resources, I don't possess any

means by which to make a significant contribution on my own. Too often, the

problems that arise in the world just seem too

big to fix no matter how much one might want

to. For this reason, if there was any good

opportunity to do something to support the

Black Lives Matter cause, I wanted to do it.

There are many people (and I imagine many

people in the local area) who would argue that

attending events such as the demonstration on

Lytham Green is a pointless activity. It's true

that my attendance as yet another white person

at an event intended to highlight the injustices

suffered by minority ethnic groups won't have

had any great impact. However, I do wonder

whether those dismissing these events as

pointless would have the same opinion on

voting, for example. If we take action based

on the importance of trying, rather than the

likelihood that we will succeed, then our

actions or inaction should reflect our values,

not our perceived ability to achieve what we set out to do. As Britain's contribution

to the Second World War is a hot topic at the moment, consider this. When Britain

joined the war, there was no guarantee that we would win. There was no guarantee

that we would make a difference. As I write this, I can't help but wonder if, had the

war taken place in the era of social media and the smart phone, people would have

rushed to their platform of choice to accuse those signing up of 'virtue signalling'

and insisted that they weren't really going to make a difference by joining the war

effort and were just doing it for likes and attention.

Something tells me that many of the sort of people dismissing the protests would

strongly deny that they would do the above in the scenario I've described. They, of

course, benefit from the fact that it's a hypothetical scenario based on historical

events, rather than a real scenario happening now. This ease to make our own

judgements on the past is what makes the current period of scrutiny under which

our history finds itself particularly difficult to traverse. As a country, and as a world,

we are suddenly having to ask ourselves a lot of questions, some of them very

difficult, and which many of us have preferred to put off thinking about. I'll admit

with no shame that I don't have the answers to those questions. When we do decide,

however, I feel I must refer to my earlier suggestion that we must make those

decisions based on what we feel is right and important, not on what we feel is easy.
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From the Archives

A mix of pictorial memories from the archives this month, some from five years

ago, some from ten...

A party in the church hall to celebrate the ordination of Rev Nancy Goodrich

held on Sunday 27th June 2010

Another party in the church hall, this one to mark Chris' 25 years as a vicar,

held on Friday 26th June 2015
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Before the term 'social distancing' had even been invented! St Thomas' School choir
were joined by those from Ansdell Primary, Clifton Primary and LSA High School for a
joint concert, held as part of our Flower Festival on Thursday 18th June 2015

Another packed event from the same Flower Festival. Lytham Community Choir
treated us to an evening of fine singing on Saturday 20th June 2015




