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Editorial

After four editions of No Doubt produced during the difficult days of lockdown and

church closure, this month we return to the 'normal' situation of producing and

printing the magazine in advance of the first Sunday of the month. The content is

still a bit thin − after all, so few of our usual social, fundraising and youth activities

are happening just yet − but hopefully it represents another small milestone on the

long road back to normality.

Meanwhile, we, the current editors of No Doubt, after five years in the role, have

decided that it is time to explore pastures new, and will retire from the role at the

end of 2020. New editors will therefore be required from January next year. If you

think you might be interested in being involved, please have a word with the vicar

or one of the wardens, or, if you want to find out more about what is involved,

speak with one of the current editors.

As well as our website, the church also has a

presence on Facebook, where you can get up-

to-the-minute news and pictures and

notification of forthcoming events, and a

YouTube channel, where there is an archive of

live-streamed services.

In each case just search for:

       "St Thomas' Church, St Annes".

The next issue of No Doubt will be available

from Sunday 4th October. The latest date

for submitting items for publication is

Sunday 27th September.

Contact details:

email – mandianpalmer@gmail.com

phone – 01253 711794

mobile – 07821 626121

Mandy and Ian Palmer (editors)
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Pastoral Letter

Dear Friends,
In recent years we have marked September as our season of Creation, when we

reflect upon the wonders of this world in which God has set us, give thanks for the

beauty of Creation and the

way God provides for us and

all his creatures, and pray for

his help to be good stewards

of our planet.

That will still be our theme

this year. There will still be a

blessing of the animals, though it may be outside. Our Harvest Festival will actually

fall on the Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi. The church will still be decorated for

Harvest, though I suspect there will not be the same singing of well-loved harvest

hymns.

But while the COVID pandemic may have deprived us of our familiar hymns, it has

had a positive benefit too. During the months of lockdown earlier in the year, many

people rediscovered the wonders to be found in their own back gardens. We had

more time to watch the birds outside our windows. For some it has been an

opportunity to do some serious gardening. As more adventurous trips away have

become problematic, we have discovered anew the beauties of the British coast and

countryside.

The world is full of quite breathtaking sights, snow-capped mountains, roaring

waterfalls, all kinds of strange and exotic creatures, and beyond this world the

wider universe offers forces and dimensions which our minds struggle to

comprehend.

But we should not overlook the more familiar and perhaps less spectacular beauties

to be found in our parks and gardens, in our skies or on our local beaches. These

also speak to us of the glory of God, a God who, when he came into the world,

shared the life of a humble family in a not very significant town in a minor Roman

client kingdom.

It is part of the paradox of God, that the creator of an immeasurably vast universe,

who was before time and who will be at the end of all things, gives us glimpses of

himself in the small, the everyday, the apparently insignificant.

But then, nothing is insignificant, because God cares about every part of his

Creation. He must do, for he creates out of love.

                   Yours in Christ,

                               Chris Scargill
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Forthcoming services

Thursday 3rd September Saint Gregory the Great
10:30 am Holy Communion (said)

Sunday 6th September Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity
11:00 am Family Communion, asking for God's blessing

    on the re-opening of St Thomas' School

Thursday 10th September
10:30 am Holy Communion (said)

Sunday 13th September Feast of the Holy Cross; Trinity-14
11:00 am Parish Communion
7:00 pm Compline

Thursday 17th September Saint Hildegard of Bingen
10:30 am Holy Communion (said)

Sunday 20th September Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity
    Battle of Britain Sunday

11:00 am Parish Communion
4:00 pm Battle of Britain service

Thursday 24th September Kept as Saint Matthew
10:30 am Holy Communion (said)

Saturday 26th September
2:30 pm Wedding of Arran David Chilten

                   and Karen Susan Kempster

Sunday 27th September Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity
11:00 am Parish Communion
7:00 pm Compline

Thursday 1st October Kept as Michaelmas
10:30 am Holy Communion (said)

Saturday 3rd October
3:00 pm Animal service and Blessing of Pets

Sunday 4th October Harvest Festival; Saint Francis of Assisi
11:00 am Harvest Festival Communion
3:00 pm Baptism (tbc)
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Church Flowers

The flower rota for September is shown below. If you

wish to sponsor flowers in church, please telephone me

on 728179. As we are unable to meet up at the moment, if

I don't hear from people on the list, I will assume that

they do not wish to have an arrangement at this time.

September 6th Margaret Urwin and David Hipkin

    in memory of Mary

September 13th Peggy Wolstenholme

September 20th Tom Williamson

September 27th The Meadows Family

Thank you to you all for your donations.
Glenys Markland

Parish Prayer Diary

In our weekly prayer cycle we ask the Lord God our Father to bless and guide all

those who live, work and worship in our parish.

September 6th Rimington Place and Downham Place

Our House Group and our Bible Study Group

September 13th St David's Road South, Hove Road and Springfield Road

The Community Mental Health Team

September 20th Lunesdale Close and Bowland Place

Preparation of our Lent and discipleship courses

September 27th Royal Place and The Mall

Those who have been baptised in the last year

October 4th Wildings Lane and Lytham Moss

Royal Lytham and St Annes Golf Club

Prayer Tree

Requests for prayer via the Prayer Tree should be directed to our vicar, Chris. If he

is not available please contact one of the Licensed Lay Ministers. The vicar or LLM

will then contact the next two people on the tree, and so on. The Prayer Tree

consists of about twenty members of our congregation. Prayer is an important and

positive action, particularly in these troubled times. The Prayer Tree will be

particularly useful when the need for prayer is confidential or urgent.
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PCC Update

A special meeting of the PCC was held on 28th July to discuss future services and

plans for re-opening of the Parish Centre.

• Services. (a) A request had been received from the Royal Air Force Association

regarding the Battle of Britain commemoration service in September. It was

recognised with current social distancing that church capacity might be an issue.

It was agreed that the service would be held at 4pm on Sunday 20th September,

in place of Compline. (b) Concerning All Age Worship, it was agreed for the

time being that there would be no additional service held on the first Sunday of

the month. Rather, families and the school community would be encouraged to

attend and participate in the 11am communion services on those particular

Sundays. (c) A request had been received to hold a baptism. In accordance with

diocesan guidelines, this would have to be held separately to the main Sunday

service, but one or two members of the regular congregation would be

encouraged to attend to welcome the child into our community.

• Parish Centre. It was recognised that re-opening of the Parish Centre facilities

would present some significant challenges in relation to COVID. It was the

PCC's legal responsibility to be aware of changing government and diocesan

guidelines, as well as any restrictions imposed by our insurers. An 11-point plan

and risk assessment had been drawn up in advance of the meeting and this was

discussed in detail. A vote was held and it was agreed that the Parish Centre

could be re-opened to specified organisations, subject to the limitations

discussed, and subject to the necessary paperwork and risk assessments being in

place. The following points of detail were discussed; note that these were correct

at the time of the meeting but may have changed subsequently.

• (a) Concerning entry and exit, a one-way system should be encouraged where

possible: entering through one door and exiting via another. Hand sanitiser

stations would be needed at each, plus signage to encourage their use.

(b) Concerning toilet facilities, regular sanitising would be required, possibly

floor markings, and possibly a one-in, one-out system. Any group using the large

hall would also have to hire the small hall, and vice versa, so that the ladies

toilets could be accessed on a one way system. Hirers of the lounge might be

able to make do with just the gents and disabled toilets.

(c) Concerning the upstairs rooms, it was agreed that these should only be used

in circumstances where use of the stairs could be properly controlled and

supervised so that social distancing could be maintained.

(d) Use of the cloakroom would need to be curtailed and strictly controlled.

Cupboards would need to be kept locked; the piano likewise.

(e) Concerning ventilation, windows (but not fire exits) would need to be kept

open whenever the halls were in use. The extractor fans would need to be

repaired as a matter of urgency, and their use made mandatory. The extra
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electricity and heating would need to be factored into the costs of hiring the

halls. Noise, and additional cleaning requirements, would also need to be given

consideration.

(f) Concerning the kitchen, it was agreed that the norm should be that this would

not be used unless specifically planned in advance with a proper risk assessment.

If necessary, bottled water and pre-packed snacks could be used to provide

refreshments. When the kitchen is used, a maximum of two or three people

should work in it, with the doors and windows left open to provide ventilation.

All work surfaces, utensils, taps, etc, would need to be sanitised after use.

(g) Users of the hall would need to specify in advance their requirements for

tables and chairs, and be responsible for cleaning these after use, along with all

frequently-touched items such as door handles and light switches.

(h) It was recognised that the children's mats stored in the large hall could

present difficulties, especially as some were damaged and therefore difficult to

keep clean. It was suggested that they be handed over to After School Club

(and/or possibly other organisations) and made their responsibility.

(i) Concerning the lounge, it was agreed that this could be utilised, but only for a

maximum of five or six people. Again, users would be responsible for sanitising

all furniture, surfaces and door handles after use.

(j) Concerning the stage and under-stage areas, it was agreed that these would

remain out of bounds for the time being.

(k) Users of the Parish Centre would need to maintain lists of individuals

attending in order to comply with Track and Trace guidance. Exact limits on

numbers for each part of the Parish Centre would need to be established. Hirers

would also need to take responsibility for cleaning (including leaving extra time

to allow proper sanitising to be carried out) and be subject to spot checks.

External hirers would also need to have their own insurance.

(l) Concerning church use of the Parish Centre, it was agreed that after-service

refreshments, coffee mornings, social events, youth activities, and Pilates classes

would all be held in abeyance for the time being.
based on draft minutes by

Mark Rutherford (PCC Secretary)

Music and Memory

Have you ever heard a certain song or tune that immediately takes you back to your

youth? It can be a very poignant moment. When researchers at the University of

Westminster examined the choices of eighty different guests on the BBC radio show

Desert Island Discs, they found that most guests had chosen music which dated back to

when they had been between ten and thirty years old. This time span was identified as a

self-defining period in their lives. The research concluded: "The music we know and love

between the ages of ten to thirty will play a significant role throughout our lives,

connecting us as individuals to other people, places and times that become central to our

identity." What songs trigger the big memories for you?
@ParishPump
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Crossword

Across

  8 Where the Ark of the Covenant was kept for 20 years [1 Samuel 7:1] (7,6)

  9 One of the parts of the body on which blood and oil were put in the ritual

     cleansing from infectious skin diseases [Leviticus 14:14-17] (3)

10 Uncomfortable (3,2,4)

11 "Yet I have loved Jacob, but Esau I have — " [Malachi 1:3] (5)

13 Where Paul said farewell to the elders of the church in Ephesus [Acts 20:17] (7)

16 "Jesus bent down and — to write on the ground with his finger" [John 8:6] (7)

19 Prophet from Moresheth [Jeremiah 26:18] (5)

22 Comes between Exodus and Numbers (9)

24 and 2 Down "Then Elkanah went home to Ramah, but the boy ministered

    before the Lord under — the — " [1 Samuel 2:11] (3,6)

25 There was no room for them in the inn [Luke 2:7] (4,3,6)

Down

  1 Rough drawing [2 Kings 16:10] (6)

  2 See 24 Across

  3 Underground literature (including Christian books) circulated in the

     Soviet Union (8)

  4 Lo, mash (anag.) (6)

  5 The Bible’s shortest verse: "Jesus — " [John 11:35] (4)

  6 "Can a mother forget the baby at her — and have no compassion on the

     child she has borne?" [Isaiah 49:15] (6)

  7 Can be seen in a dying fire [Psalm 102:3] (6)

12 "Send me, therefore, a man... experienced in the — of engraving, to work in

Judah and Jerusalem" [2 Chronicles 2:7] (3)

14 Second city of Cyprus (8)

15 United Nations Association (1,1,1)

16 One of the women who first heard that Jesus had risen from the

     dead [Mark 16:1] (6)

17 Braved (anag.) (6)

18 — of Evangelism, outreach initiative in the 1990s (6)

20 "Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes and — in their own

     sight" [Isaiah 5:21] (6)

21 "Neither — nor depth... will be able to separate us from the love

     of God" [Romans 8:39] (6)

23 What Jesus shed in 5 Down (4)

Answers to all puzzles on page 25
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Two quick ways to disaster are to take nobody's advice and to take everybody's advice.

What this country needs is fewer people who think they know what this country needs.

All free governments are managed by the combined wisdom and folly of the people.

It is better to be in a state of not knowing than to have answers that are wrong.

It is easier for the generous to forgive, than for the offender to ask forgiveness.

If you want to find out what's wrong with a person, elect them to public office.

It is more important to know where you are going than to get there quickly.

If you don't want to reap the fruits of sin, stay out of the devil's orchard.

A sure way to forget all your troubles is to wear tight shoes.

God doesn't want our success; he wants us.

To be almost saved is to be totally lost.

Parenting is a marathon, not a sprint.
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Wordsearch: Angels

The Church gives thanks for angels in September: the 29th is the feast day of

Michael and All Angels. Since the days of Genesis, these messengers of God have

been sent many times to intervene for the good in human affairs. Angels guarded

the Garden of Eden, they led Lot away from Gomorrah, they helped Gideon, they

stopped Balaam, they closed the mouths of lions for Daniel, and, most importantly,

the archangel Gabriel was sent to tell Mary that she would mother the Messiah.

Angels sat in the empty tomb of Jesus, and told of His Resurrection. Revelation is

teaming with angels, sent on all sorts of missions by God in the last times. Today,

many Christians in the world's hot spots report having had angels help them when

in mortal danger.

THANKS ANGELS CHURCH FEAST

MICHAEL ALL GENESIS MESSENGERS

GOD SENT INTERVENE GARDEN

EDEN LOT GIDEON BALAAM

MOUTHS LIONS DANIEL ARCHANGEL

GABRIEL MARY MOTHER TEAMING

REVELATION DANGER
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Sudoku and Maze

The Cosmic Christ

The Cosmic Christ can be defined as that aspect of God

which pervades all of Creation, the Christ who "fills the

universe in all its parts" [Ephesians 1:23]. The Franciscan

teaching of this is based firmly in the theology of

Bonaventure and Scotus that flows from the spirituality

of Francis and Clare and their early followers. It is

basically Trinity-centered and Christ-centered.

Bonaventure brought new insights of a Trinity theology,

building on the work of some great minds of the past. For Bonaventure, the first

person of the Trinity − the Father-Mother person − is Love, the source of all that is

good, and font of all goodness. This God wants to express Godself, and so the Word

− the second person − expresses the overflowing goodness and love of God. The

self-consciousness of this love, Love aware of itself, is the Word expressed

inwardly; the Word expressed outwardly is God's creation of the world out of Love.

The third person − the Spirit − is the mutual love between the Father-Mother and

the Word and is God living and active in this world.

Franciscan theologian Zachary Hayes states that when God's Word, Love aware of

itself, comes pouring into nothingness, the universe happens. Revelation really

begins not with the Bible but with Creation. If the universe is the external

...continued overleaf...
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embodiment of the inner Word of God, says Hayes, "There is something

incarnational throughout the whole of Creation."

Bonaventure's teaching leads us to an almost incredible conclusion. Every leaf,

cloud, fruit, animal, and person is to be seen as an outward expression of the Word

of God in Love! Thus each creature has its own identity, integrity, and dignity.

Each is sacred because it holds something of the Word of God, Christ, in a unique

way. According to Hayes, the thrush that serenades us, the water that quenches our

thirst, you and I − "each creature is a word of God (with a small 'w'), spoken in

love, by Love itself!

Scotus asserted that Jesus Christ was God's perfect creation, who in turn would love

God perfectly. This perfect creation existed in God's intention before the world was

created; that this Word was "the first-born of all creation" [Colossians 1:15]; that "all

things came to be through (this Word)" [John 1:3]; that the Word became human out

of love, not primarily to make up for our sin.

What does this have to do with Franciscan eco-spirituality? Today, it is rather

common to speak of the earth-spirit, the earth as a living organism (Lovelock's Gaia

theory), the innate rights of all creatures, and so on. In the nineteenth century,

Gerard Manley Hopkins, a Jesuit with a deeply Franciscan mind and heart, referred

to a similar reality: "There lives the dearest freshness deep down things."

I like to think that the "dearest freshness" in all creatures has to do with the Christ

who "fills the universe in all of its parts," the aspect of the Cosmic Christ that

determines each creature's being and unifies all that is, bringing differentiation and

union in the universe [Thomas Berry]. For me, this is where the meaning of the new

cosmology (Brian Swimme's Hidden Heart of the Cosmos) resides. This is how the

relational universe of today's physics comes close to the sister-brother world of

Francis and Clare and where a living tradition and new thought come together. I

believe that all creatures are intimately linked, cosmically connected, for, as

Thomas Berry has said, "Nothing can be itself without everything else."

The ramifications of this kind of spirituality for the worlds of nature and human

society are obvious. If every being somehow carries the divine, (the Cosmic Christ

in the Franciscan tradition), every being is basically sacred. If we truly believed

this, we would change our ways, be more thoughtful, walk with a lighter step, and

show our love and gratitude and concern for sister thrush, brother cloud, sister

water, sister star, and the rest of the family. Such is the sometimes difficult but

always life-giving challenge placed before Earth's people and, especially, those of

us who are Franciscan at heart.
Margaret Pirkl

member of the Order of St Francis
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The Lady Chapel

Have you been in the Lady Chapel since it

re-opened for individual private prayer?

So many things have changed for us at St

Thomas' in this COVID-19 world. At first,

the whole church was closed, then the Lady

Chapel was re-opened for private prayer on a

daily basis. It looks a bit different now

because of social distancing and making it

COVID-secure. All but a few of the chairs

are removed, the bookshelf is unavailable and

there are no suggested prayer activities. A

few pocket gospels to take away are around,

as well as candles to be lit from a main lighted candle. There are also laminated

prayers (which are changed every few weeks) placed around for people to ponder

and pray. It has a more basic, sparse feel but a very deep sense of the peace and

closeness of God in these strange and unusual times. It gives a space for people just

to be with the God-given stillness and quietness. After all, there are times when we

feel that we just need that space and calm. You could say that it's even more

important than ever at the moment.

From what can be seen with prayers left in the prayer box and candles lit, it is clear

that the Lady Chapel is being used by a variety of people in the community who

have valued it being open for them to come in and just take time to be with God. It

is a real welcome and witness to all.

If you haven't been in recently just pop in and spend some time there.

Elizabeth O'Connor

I do like to be beside the seaside

For centuries, doctors have sent patients to the seaside to recuperate, believing that

a bit of seaside air was good for them. Now the government agrees: a day by the

coast does indeed have a therapeutic effect on you. A recent study by the

Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) has found that

people who spend time by the sea reported increased happiness and better general

health. They were also more physically active during their visit, compared with

visits to other types of environment. Rebecca Pow, Parliamentary Under-Secretary

at DEFRA, said spending time by the sea "has a welcome impact on our wellbeing.

This makes it all that more important that we take care of our environment." In

England, we make 271 million recreational visits to the sea each year, and more

than 22million of us live within five miles of the coast.

@ParishPump
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School News

A sad task at the end of the summer term was
saying goodbye to two long-standing members of
staff, Sarah Meredith and Helen Shields.

Miss Meredith initially came to our school nine years ago to
cover a maternity leave and, in true St Thomas' style, never
left! Current pupils will think of her as our Year 6 teacher
but during her time with us she has taught many different
age groups and been subject leader for PE, Maths and
English, as well as helping to introduce the Busy Ants maths
scheme and the Bug Club reading programme, both of which
had a major impact on the children's learning. We will miss
the energy and enthusiasm that she brought to every role,
including her unofficial one as staff social secretary; end of

term parties will never be the same again! Outside school, Miss Meredith is an
international carriage driver and we have been proud to support her attendance at
events over the years. After all, it isn't every school that has a potential Olympic
competitor in its midst! Typically, asked for a quote, Miss Meredith said how
grateful she was for the opportunities she had been given at St Thomas' and how
much she was looking forward to putting her experience to good use at her new
school. We thank her, too, and wish her well as she takes up her post of Deputy
Head at Broad Oak Primary School in Penwortham.

Mrs Shields came to St Thomas' in the role of ICT
Technician nearly fifteen years ago. All aspects of education
are subject to constant change but electronic and digital
technology has to be the most rapidly-moving area, and the
role of keeping not only the equipment, but everyone's
knowledge and skills, up to date is not an easy one. It can
sometimes be a rather thankless task, too. Think how
irritated people get when technology breaks down and then
imagine it's you they run to every time it happens,
expecting, of course, an instant solution. The fact that

Mrs Shields would not only make it happen, but usually manage to keep smiling
throughout, is a tribute to her patience, her expertise and her good nature!
Alongside all that, she oversaw the ICT curriculum, taught computing skills to
every class and took responsibility for keeping us abreast of online safety and
digital privacy − a hugely important consideration in this day and age. On a lighter
note, her interest in cooking meant many a delicious cake appearing in the
staffroom, and here she is pictured with her daughter during a photo-shoot for
Good Housekeeping Magazine. Mrs Shields is looking forward to having more free
time to spend travelling, once COVID permits; she takes with her our thanks and
good wishes for a long and happy retirement.
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Reading underpins almost all aspects of

education and, not surprisingly, a great deal

of time in any primary school is devoted to it.

There are many theories out there as to how

children learn to read and an equal number of

ingenious teaching methods to help them do

it. One thing that is almost universally

accepted, though, is that the more reading

children do, the better they become.

Promoting reading and creating enthusiasm

for it is therefore crucial.

This summer's Extreme Reading Challenge was designed to do just that. Inspired

by the quote from Dr Seuss: "The more that you read, the more things you will

know. The more that you learn, the more places you'll go," the children were

challenged to send in photos of themselves reading in weird and wonderful places

over the summer holidays. Some of them are pictured above.

The new school year is always a time of change but this one will see more

differences for both staff and children than ever before, with a range of new

procedures in place to ensure that everyone in school remains as safe as possible.

Class 'bubbles', staggered start and finish times, regulations about how, when and

where to move round the building, in fact changes to almost every aspect of school

life, mean that returning to school is definitely not a return to 'normal' for anyone.

Please keep our school family, and indeed all involved in education, in your prayers

as they face this very challenging time.
Mandy Palmer

photos by St Thomas' School
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Laughter Lines

• Noah opened up the ark and let all the animals out, telling them to "Go forth and
multiply!" He began to close the great doors of the ark when he noticed that
there were two snakes still sitting in a dark corner. Concerned, he said to them:
"Didn't you hear me? You can go now. Go forth and multiply." "We can't," said
the snakes sadly. "We're adders."

• I'm giving up drinking until this is over. Sorry, bad punctuation! I'm giving up.
Drinking until this is over.

• There's a way of transferring funds that is even
faster than internet banking. It's called marriage.

• I never thought the saying "I wouldn't touch you
with a six-foot pole" would become national
policy, but here we are!

• It's called 'take home' pay because you can't
afford to go anywhere else with it.

• Misers aren't much fun to live with, but they
make great ancestors.

• A babysitter is a teenager acting like an adult
while the adults are out acting like teenagers.

• A tourist, planning a trip to the Holy Land, was
aghast when he found it would cost £50 an hour
to rent a boat on the Sea of Galilee. "Goodness,"
he objected to the travel agent. "In England it
would not have been more than £20." "That
might be true," said the travel agent, "but you
have to take into account that the Sea of Galilee
is water on which our Lord himself walked."
"Well, at £50 an hour for a boat," said the
tourist, "it's no wonder he walked."

• When I was born I was so mad at my parents I
didn't talk to them for two years.

• I have enough money to last me the rest of my
life. Unless I buy something.

• Military guidelines for beginners: if the enemy is in range, so are you.

• Long ago when old people cursed and beat the ground with sticks, it was called
witchcraft. Today it's called golf.

• I have kleptomania. When it gets bad, I take something for it.
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Forgiveness

In Matthew's gospel, Peter asks... "Lord, if another member of the church sins

against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?" Jesus said to

him, "Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times."  [Matthew 18:21-22]

Jesus then goes on to tell the parable of the unforgiving servant, in which a servant

is forgiven a large debt by his master who takes pity on him, but he himself then

insists on repayment of a small debt by a fellow-slave, and even has him thrown

into debtors' prison. His master finds out... "Then his lord summoned him and said

to him, 'You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me.

Should you not have had mercy on your fellow-slave, as I had mercy on you?' And

in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he should pay his entire debt.

So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your

brother or sister from your heart."  [Matthew 18:32-35]

Have you ever forgiven someone for really hurting you? Or have you been forgiven

by someone else? Do you find forgiving easy? Have you ever said or thought, "I'll

forgive you, just this once!"? This gospel reading, and especially Jesus' story,

encourages us to be forgiving all the time.

Like many others he told, Jesus' story sounds realistic, but it uses way-over-the-top

examples, such as the fact that the debt owed to the slave was 100 denarii, which

was about four months' pay, whereas the debt owed by the slave was 10,000 talents.

A talent was actually a weight − an amount of silver or gold − but it was equivalent

to about 6,000 denarii, or twenty years' pay. So 10,000 talents was an impossible

200,000 years' pay! The numbers don't really matter. The slave was forgiven

'zillions'! But he would not forgive someone else even a little bit.

Another way to look at this passage is to admit that many of us battle with feelings

of inadequacy − even if we hide it pretty well − that we may trace back to

childhood failures and crushing experiences. Being burdened by feelings of

inability or worthlessness is both diminishing and common. The feeling is like that

of the unpayable debt: there is nothing we can do to change a situation when the

odds are stacked so high against us. Yet the master chose to wipe away the debt

completely, to look on the man as one who owed nothing − as whole and

undiminished again.

At the end of the story, which is about forgiveness rather than finance and the

burdens that crush and oppress us, Jesus implies that we are like the slave. We have

been forgiven so much by God that we ought to be people who forgive others − not

just once or twice, but all the time. So, if someone were to ask you, "How many

times should I forgive?" − what would your answer be?
Debbie Wood
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On how to cope with
      Confirmation Camp

The Rectory

St James the Least

My dear Nephew Darren,

I think your idea for both our Confirmation groups

to get together for a weekend away − socially distanced,

of course − was excellent and our meeting last week

drew most of the plans together. We didn't take any minutes, so let me record the

decisions I believe we made.

Since all of us have to sleep far apart at the centre, I am prepared to spend the

nights at a local hotel. By chance, I have found that there is a four star one only a

few miles away, so I have booked myself in.

As the dining area in the youth centre may be cramped, I am also willing to have

dinner each evening at the hotel, thereby creating more space for the rest of you. An

additional sadness is that, since breakfast at the hotel is not served until 8am, I will

not be able to join you either for your pre-breakfast dip in the nearby stream. It

would be grossly unfair to expect you to pack lunch for me, so I will arrange for the

hotel to provide me with a picnic hamper for one which I can have while you all

enjoy your cheese and pickle sandwiches.

I think it will be an excellent learning experience if you prepare all the teaching

sessions yourself, but be assured that I will always be on hand to give the advice of

experience. That large armchair near the fire in the common room seems to be the

best place for me to sit, so I can keep an eye on proceedings, while I take on the

responsibilities for stoking the fire. This reminds me: do make sure that the young

people are encouraged to saw enough logs each morning for me to fulfil my

obligations.

Naturally, my arthritis will prevent me being able to accompany you on your

afternoon hikes, but I will cheerfully park my car wherever you leave the minibus,

to provide a second vehicle in case of emergencies. I do not mind in the least

waiting all those long hours until you get back; I have already found an attractive

tea shop in the village.

I am fully aware that not sleeping or dining at the centre, not being responsible for

preparing the teaching, nor being involved on the walks will mean that my

contributions will be ever so slightly limited, but these are sacrifices I gladly make

in order to give you further experience in your ministerial career.

Your loving uncle,

Eustace
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Laughter Lines

• Did you know: if your parachute doesn't deploy properly...

    You have the rest of your life to fix it.

• On a dating app:

    "Princess, having had sufficient experience with princes, seeks frog."

• The middle class consists of people

who are not poor enough to accept

charity and not rich enough to donate

anything.

• A man was very sick. Doctors feared

the worst. As he lay at home, he

suddenly looked up and said weakly:

"Is my wife here?" His wife replied,

"Yes, dear, I'm here, next to you."

The man whispered: "Are my

children here?" "Yes, Daddy, we are

all here," said the children. "Are my

brother and sister also here?" And

they say, "Yes, we are all here." The

man sat up and cried, "Then why on

earth is the light on in the kitchen?"

• Why is it that saying: "Have a nice

day" sounds friendly, but saying

"Enjoy your next 24 hours" sounds

threatening?

• I told my suitcases that due to the

pandemic, there would be no holiday

this year. Now I'm dealing with

emotional baggage.

• I can always tell when I am going to

give birth to an idea. My writer's

cramps start coming two minutes apart.

• What's blue and smells like red paint?

Blue paint.

• A little girl had just finished her first

week of school. "I'm just wasting my

time," she said to her mother. "I can't

read, I can't write, and they won't let

me talk!"
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Puzzle Solutions
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Annual Review for 2019

We are required as a church to hold an Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM),

the purpose of which is to report back to the wider membership on the activities of

the PCC, present the annual accounts and other important information, and elect

officials and representatives for the new year. In normal times the APCM is held in

the quiet period following Easter, usually around the end of April. This year, with

the church in lockdown, that was out of the question. The Church of England is

now recommending that churches hold their APCMs during the autumn, though

recognising − with the continuing need to observe social distancing − that the style

of the meeting and the numbers of people attending might be different to normal.

To try to ensure that the key information is disseminated to as wide a readership as

possible, especially to those who may be reluctant for health reasons to attend a

meeting in person, we present here two of the main items for consideration: the

vicar's review of the year, and a summary of the church's financial situation.

Incumbent's Report

2019 was notable chiefly for initiatives concerning the church property and similar

practical matters. Our plan to replace the guttering and rainwater goods around the

church was initially delayed by a dispute with Total Gas and Power, which ran on for the

first half of the year and which severely impacted upon the amount of money we had

available for use. However, by the autumn we had been able to recover the substantial

amount of money which had been overcharged by Total and had severed our links with

them. This meant we were able to go ahead with the guttering work and scaffolding was

erected in September, though bad weather meant that the work itself was not completed

until January 2020. Unfortunately the bad weather which delayed the repairs meant that

towards the end of the year we had quite serious problems with water ingress, but we

now have properly functioning gutters and downspouts and a large number of broken

tiles have been replaced.

A number of small remedial works were carried out on the church electrics and some fire

doors were replaced in the hall. We were visited by the diocesan lighting advisor who

made a number of recommendations regarding the security and emergency lights inside

and outside the hall and the decision was taken to remove a number of failed lights and

replace others, but this work has not yet been carried out. It was identified that the iron

fittings on the tower door would need to be replaced, though this was not completed until

early 2020 and a decision has not yet been taken about how best to replace the rotten

woodwork in the porch of the community centre. At the beginning of the year we realised

the perilous state of the flagpole on top of the tower, but it has proved surprisingly

difficult to find a firm who would dismantle the pole. One was found in March this year,

but was unable to start work before the COVID-19 crisis hit. On a more positive note, the

office layout was reorganised in November and additional filing cabinets are on their way

once the COVID situation ends. Debbie Wood has taken the lead in exploring the

practicalities of repairing the clock, to be paid for in part by the money she raises through

the Pilates classes.
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We have talked on a number of occasions about Stewardship and the need to increase

giving, but though it was intended to run a campaign during 2019, nothing in fact

materialised. However, the issue of increasing our regular income is unlikely to go away.

The church acquired an electronic card reader in October, to facilitate giving by visitors

who increasingly do not carry much cash. As yet however, it has seen little use. On the

other hand, our more traditional forms of fundraising − the Christmas Fair, Summer Fair,

and New to You Sale − were very successful, raising around £2000, over £700, and over

£1000 respectively. We are tremendously grateful to the Social Committee and all those

who work so hard to make these events such a success, but we need to recognise that all

the work cannot be left to a group which is increasingly feeling the weight of the years.

2019 was also a year for stressing St Thomas' links within the community. We were

delighted to learn that Cllr Angela Jacques, a pillar of our St Thomas' community, had

been chosen as this year's mayor for Fylde Borough and it was a great honour to host her

Civic Service in July. I was personally very honoured to be asked to serve as the Mayor's

Chaplain for the year. Angela kindly agreed to open our Summer Fair, which was

attended by two of the specialist 'Bloodbikes' − one of her mayoral charities for the year.

We were also asked to host Cllr Viv Willder, the St Annes Town Mayor's Christmas

Carols at the beginning of December, where our own choir was joined by the choir of St

Thomas' School and at which we were pleased to welcome Saint Nicholas, Bishop of

Myra, aka Santa Claus, whose feast day it was.

St Thomas' School, which had a very successful OFSTED inspection in March 2019,

continues to maintain close links with the church, coming to celebrate Education Sunday,

Harvest Festival and Christingle with us, as well as holding their Nativity Play, Christmas

Carol Service, Easter Service and Celebration Service in church and coming in for their

school worship on a monthly basis. A number of children were prepared for Communion

in school and made their first communion with us over the summer months.

The school feeds very successfully into our Youth Group and in 2019 the decision was

taken to divide the Youth Group into two − pre and post 11. This both makes the numbers

of children easier to manage and will enable the leaders to offer more age-appropriate

activities to the wide range of children who come. It is hoped that some of the older

children will be willing to take the lead in some informal worship on the evening of the

third Sunday of the month, but this has not really got off the ground yet, leaving that

service as a little uncertain what it is for.

The shorter, mainly non-eucharistic All Age Worship on the first Sunday seems to work,

though we now recognise that we need to have some of those services as Communion so

that the families who attend can share in more sacramental worship, and the said Holy

Communion which follows has now been fixed at 11:30 to give time for fellowship

between the services. One of the side effects of introducing Communion before

Confirmation is that people are encouraged to seek confirmation later than they did and

this has inevitably led to a drop off in numbers. However, this year we were delighted to

have two adult candidates, Sara Bagwell and Kaye Houston, who were confirmed by Jill,

Bishop of Lancaster, on her first visit to St Thomas' in January 2020, having been

prepared over the previous months.
...continued overleaf...
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Life is never without its changes. We have welcomed a number of new members to the

choir and congregation over the last year. Malcolm and Rhoda Lowe, long standing

members of the congregation, moved to Ossett in Yorkshire to be nearer family. Michael

Notman decided he was going to retire from the PCC after making an invaluable

contribution over many years, though fortunately we can still draw on his advice in

property matters when necessary. Sarah Sumner, having made Herculean efforts and with

dogged persistence recovered well over £20,000 of the church's money from Total Gas

and Power, decided that it was time to lay down her calculator at the end of the year. We

are still looking for another treasurer. Thank you to both of them for all their hard work.

We also lost some old friends during 2019. James Hilton 'the Squire of Lytham' and

patron of the living passed away in November. He has left the patronage of the living to

his daughter Lady Katherine Bryan. We also laid to rest some St Thomas' stalwarts.

Dorothy Yates, Harold Smith and Myra Bentley come at once to mind though they are

not the only familiar faces we see no longer. However, as we go through the strange

experience of Spring 2020, we are reminded that our fellowship has never been confined

to those we see around us and wherever we live, wherever we worship, whether we are

on earth or in heaven, we are all one in Christ.
Rev Christopher M Scargill

Annual Accounts

The two essential components of an accounting report − and this applies whether you are

a small charitable organisation or a major multinational corporation − are a balance sheet

and a statement of financial activities. The former tells you what assets and liabilities the

organisation has at the end of its accounting year, the latter what incomings and

outgoings there were during the course of the year. In each case, it is normal practice to

present the figures both for the year being reported on, and for the previous year; any

significant changes between the two will then alert the reader that something noteworthy

might be going on, usually therefore meriting some sort of explanation.

Please be aware that the accounts summarised here, and presented in more detail in the

APCM annual review document, have been prepared by our treasurer and finance team

and signed off by the independent auditors, however they have not yet been formally

approved by the PCC and must therefore be regarded as still in draft.

The following table shows our balance sheet:

2019 2018

Tangible fixed assets 534,134 534,134

Investments 12,695 13,291

Total Fixed Assets 546,829 547,425

Funds held by the diocese 29,788 29,385

Debtors 8,673 33,721

Cash 57,806 21,067

Creditors 63,814 50,607

Total Net Current Assets 32,453 33,566

TOTAL NET ASSETS 579,282 580,991
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The 'Tangible fixed assets' represent the market value of the vicarage and Parish Centre

and associated land (though not the church building and consecrated land upon which it
stands, which are specifically excluded from consideration as their sale is not normally

permitted); this has been carried forward at the same value for the last several years, no

re-valuation having taken place. Our total liquid assets are very similar to previously:
£32,453 at the end of 2019 compared with £33,566 at the end of 2018.

This second table shows the incomings and outgoings for the year:

2019 2018

Income from donations 52,532 73,773

Other income 41,696 35,422

Total Income 94,228 109,195

Parish Share 52,223 48,154

Other expenses 43,118 45,937

Total Expenses 95,341 94,091

CHANGE FOR THE YEAR 1,113 15,104

The 'Income from donations' figure includes all monies donated to church by members of
the congregation, including on the collection plate, via the envelope scheme, via standing

orders, and also through legacies, and includes all the Gift Aid recoverable from HMRC.

It can be seen that the total for 2019 is appreciably (28 percent) down compared to 2018.

The 'Other income' figure includes all other sources of income, specifically: interest and

dividends from investments (£1,236); commercial lettings of the Parish Centre (£24,010);

income from fundraising events (£8,488); income from clubs and societies (£883);
magazine sales and advertising (£1,453); and fees for baptisms, weddings, funerals, etc

(£5,626). The overall total for 2019 is moderately (18 percent) higher than for 2018.

On the outgoings side, our Parish Share has gone up by a small amount (8 percent).
Parish Share is paid to the diocese and is calculated for all parishes based on size of

congregation. What we get in return is a full-time vicar, a small share of an archdeacon,

an even smaller share of some bishops, plus a whole gamut of centrally-provided
functions including training, safeguarding, legal support, and so on; a more detailed

breakdown of Parish Share was provided in the March edition of No Doubt.

The 'Other expenses' figure is made up of: church running costs including heating, etc
(£14,834); church maintenance (£4,908); vicarage running costs (£2,992); clergy

expenses (£1,800); upkeep of services (£3,573); Parish Centre running costs (£7,191);

assorted professional fees (£2,343); office running costs including printing (£2,592);
charitable donations (£2,244); plus subscriptions, advertising and sundries (£641).

Overall, the total expenditure for 2019 is within a percent or so of the corresponding

figure for 2018. However, because the income figure is rather lower − particularly the
income from donations − the outturn for 2019 is an overall loss of £1,113 compared with

an overall gain of £15,104 for 2018. This slightly worrying position will need to be

addressed, perhaps not immediately while we grapple with COVID, but certainly over
the medium term.
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From the Archives

If we look back at St Thomas' Parish
Magazine for September of 1970 (it wasn't
called No Doubt back then), we note that it
consists of two parts: some locally produced
material (mostly just lists of forthcoming
services, lots of angst about finances along with lots of advertisements, but with
surprisingly little of any lasting value), merged with some features provided
centrally by the diocese. To try and allow us to get a feel for the era, perhaps the
latter material is of more value; so let us sample one of the featured articles: a
pastoral letter from Bishop Anthony, who served as Bishop of Lancaster from 1955
to 1975.

LOVE OR EVIL

Delinquency, crime, drugs, promiscuity, the fruits of the permissive society

are rife. The unease of a growingly godless society is reflected in the growing

incidence of mental breakdown. As an illustration of this, in one year a

thousand officers and men of the fighting services and the merchant service

were invalided out for mental breakdown.

Young people in rebellion against the society in which they have to live,

rudderless and without a compass to steer by, take up this or that worthy

cause, in rage rather than reason, resort to senseless violence and alienate

those that might otherwise support them. I suppose one of the greatest

crimes of man against man was the slave trade. Wilberforce and his

supporters, motivated by the highest Christian principles, succeeded in

abolishing that nauseous trafficking in human life by moral courage,

patience and fortitude; not by senseless violence.

When James and John wanted to destroy the Samaritan village, Our Lord

rebuked them saying, "Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of." They

learned what that spirit was; the spirit of love and understanding and

tolerance. Not tolerance of evil, but a tolerance which accepted the sincerity

of another's point of view while using the weapons of love to persuade him

to change his mind. The Christian attitude is this. If your enemy tries to

break your head, you refuse his choice of battleground and try to break his

heart.

What has gone wrong with society? The Christian faith has become

irrelevant to the majority of people. This is no longer God's world. Fifty or

sixty years ago, people accepted Christian standards of behaviour if they

were practising Christians or not. For too long we have been living on

Christian capital inherited from our forefathers and it is running out.

An American bishop said to me, "You may no longer be a great nation from
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a material point of view. But if you do not take up the moral leadership of

the world nobody will." I was left speechless and ashamed. It has been said

that a country that has lost its traditions is like a man who has lost his

memory. Our national memory, whatever the mistakes and infidelities of the

past, is a memory of a land which accepted Christian standards.

Soldiers of Christ arise and put your armour on.

We must not behave like a crowd of spiritual refugees. We must give Him

mind and heart and will. We must learn and live and love our faith.

There is an authentic story told of a young Chinese Christian who was on

trial for his life. From the dock he said, "I love my God and I love my

country and I would that they were one. Because they are not, I offer my life

to my God and my body to my country." He was not heard of again.

May I suggest that we all write out in large letters the following question

and place it somewhere where we cannot fail to see it continually.

If I were put on trial for being a Christian, would there be enough

evidence to convict me?

May God help us all to be worthy of our calling.

              Yours,

                    a humble servant of the servants of God,

                        +Anthony Lancaster

Servus Servorum Dei

Notice how the bishop signed his letter above: a servant of the servants of God. It

has its origins in the gospels:

But Jesus called them to him and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles

lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. It will not be so

among you; but whoever wishes to be great among you must be your servant, and

whoever wishes to be first among you must be your slave."  [Matthew 20:25-27]

In the late sixth century, Pope Gregory I (aka Saint Gregory the Great) first adopted

the Servus Servorum Dei title. It is said that he wanted to employ this sign of

humility to contrast with the rather more grandiose Ecumenical Patriarch title

which the emperor had recently bestowed upon his rival, the Archbishop of

Constantinople. It has remained one of the papal titles since then and became the

almost exclusive preserve of the Bishop of Rome from about the twelfth century

onwards. It is, to this day, used as part of the heading of a papal bull.

While all Christians, including Bishop Anthony, may regard themselves as a servant

of the servants of God, the pope alone lays claim to be the servant of the servants of

God, and perhaps thereby 'first among you'.




