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Pastoral Letter

Dear Friends,

As we move into October, the nights are beginning to draw in and the end of 2020

seems to be in sight. Harvest Festival is upon us and it won't be long until

All Saints, All Souls and Remembrance Sunday. Yet the Coronavirus pandemic,

which many of us thought might be over by the summer, is still casting its shadow

over us and will probably continue to do so past Christmas and New Year. Indeed, I

found myself thinking today that next year's Lent course will have to have a rather

different format than before.

However, it is not my intention to make us all feel even more depressed. Rather

than simply thinking about how frustrating the last seven months or so have been or

worrying about the next six or seven, perhaps we should think about what this time

has taught us. After all Saint Paul assures us that God works in all things for good;

so what are the positives we can draw out of this time?

As I suggested in last month's magazine, we have all had more time to reflect upon

the world around us, to listen to the birds, to watch the flowers − or the weeds −
grow, to walk by the sea. Recently a group of the younger church families have put

a tremendous amount of effort into tidying the church grounds, cutting grass and

pulling up weeds. Others have been hard at work in their own gardens, a reminder

at this Harvest season that God doesn't just place us in this world passively to enjoy

it. We are supposed to work with him in caring for it. We are stewards of Creation.

Others will be thinking rather more unhappy thoughts about friends or relatives
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they have not been able to see because travel is now so difficult and because we are

restricted as to who we can visit and who can visit us. Yet we know, don't we, that

those people who we miss seeing have not forgotten about us any more than we

have forgotten about them. We still care for them and they for us. We can be in

touch by phone, letter or the internet.

People do not simply disappear because there is a distance between us. As

Christians, we can also pray for our loved ones and, while we don't, in their case,

have access to the more usual means of communication, that is also true of those

loved ones who have departed this life. We are all united in the love of God,

whether living or departed, and that should be a message to encourage us both as

we reflect on the visits we cannot make and as we approach the time of

remembering − All Saints, All Souls and Remembrance Sunday.

Some people still have to continue to shield. Others will have to self-isolate as the

weeks go by. One of the better things that has come out of this time of pandemic

has been the many people who have been willing to help others, by buying in

shopping or performing other small acts of service. Simply wearing a mask, in

order to reduce the risk each of us presents to others, is a sign of being aware we

have a responsibility to care for each other. Of course, there will be those who do

not bother, but their neglect of that responsibility does not mean that responsibility

does not exist.

These last weeks and months may have taught you other, different, things. The

suffering many have undergone and still undergo must not be underestimated and I

am not suggesting that somehow the fact we can learn things from our experience

somehow makes it all right. I have suffered little, but that doesn't stop me feeling

very fed up sometimes. But what I am saying is that God does light lights in the

darkness. We just have to look for them.

                   Yours in Christ,

                               Chris Scargill

As well as our website, the church also has a

presence on Facebook, where you can get up-

to-the-minute news and pictures and

notification of forthcoming events, and a

YouTube channel, where there is an archive of

live-streamed services.

In each case just search for:

       "St Thomas' Church, St Annes".

The next issue of No Doubt will be available

from Sunday 1st November. The latest date

for submitting items for publication is

Sunday 25th October.

Contact details:

email – mandianpalmer@gmail.com

phone – 01253 711794

mobile – 07821 626121

Mandy and Ian Palmer (editors)

This month's cover photo:  Summer House in Late Autumn   @ParishPump
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Forthcoming services

Sunday 4th October Harvest Festival; Saint Francis of Assisi

11:00 am Harvest Festival Communion

Thursday 8th October

10:30 am Holy Communion (said)

Saturday 10th October

11:30 am Burial of ashes of the late Elaine Wicks (see opposite)

Sunday 11th October Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity

11:00 am Parish Communion

7:00 pm Compline

Thursday 15th October Saint Teresa of Avila

10:30 am Holy Communion (said)

Saturday 17th October

3:30 pm Wedding of Michelle Chadwick and Paul Chadwick

Sunday 18th October Saint Luke the Evangelist

11:00 am Parish Communion

Thursday 22nd October

10:30 am Holy Communion (said)

Sunday 25th October Bible Sunday

11:00 am Parish Communion, followed by APCM (see opposite)

7:00 pm Compline

Thursday 29th October Kept as Saint Simon and Saint Jude

10:30 am Holy Communion (said)

Sunday 1st November All Saints Day

11:00 am Parish Family Communion

7:00 pm Commemoration of the Departed (see opposite)
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Annual Parochial Church Meeting

Our annual parish vestry meeting for the election of churchwardens and the Annual
Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) will take place immediately after the morning
service on Sunday 25th October. In view of the Coronavirus situation, we wish to
keep this meeting as brief as possible, therefore:

• There will be no sermon at that Sunday's service.

• All nominations for churchwardens and officers or for membership of the church
council should be received by the vicar in advance (by Saturday 24th October).

• All reports will be available both on the website and in paper form at the back of
church in advance of the meeting. Note that the Incumbent's Report and the
Annual Accounts for 2019 were both published in the September edition of
No Doubt, and that the Electoral Roll officer's report is given below. Any
questions regarding any of the reports should be communicated to the vicar in
advance. Questions will not be accepted at the meeting.

• New nominations for officers or members of the council are very welcome. We
particularly need a treasurer! Our finances are currently only receiving fairly
amateurish oversight from the vicar and finance is not his area of expertise!

Chris Scargill

Electoral Roll

In the last 18 months one name has been added to the roll and two names removed.
The removed names were both due to deaths. The roll now stands at 100, however
three names await PCC approval for removal due to death.

David Bennett

Commemoration of the Departed

Our annual All Souls service at which we commemorate the departed will take
place as usual at 7pm on 1st November, All Saints Sunday. Those for whom we
have conducted the funeral of a loved one in the last few years will be contacted
directly, but anyone is welcome to attend and light a candle in memory of a loved
one. There will also be sheets at the back of church later in October on which you
can write someone you wish to be remembered by name during the service.
Inevitably, without any singing and with the other COVID restrictions this will be a
different service this year, but we hope it will offer people the opportunity to
remember those whose funerals, perhaps, they have been unable to attend.

An Invitation

The burial of the ashes of the late Elaine Wicks, formerly a member of this church
congregation, will take place in the churchyard on 10th October at 11:30 am. There
will be only approximately fifteen family members present, so they would
like to invite any members of the congregation who remember Elaine, to join them.
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PCC Update

The PCC met on 7th September and discussed the following business.

• Worship. (a) Recent services were reviewed. There was a feeling that the return

to services in church was going well, with participation getting back toward

pre-COVID levels, plus still some engagement via online streaming. The 11am

start time seemed to be working satisfactorily. Thursday morning services were

also ok but limited by social distancing restrictions. (b) Plans for future services

were also discussed, particularly festivals. For Harvest, non-perishable gifts

could still be accepted but would need to be quarantined before being passed on;

the Pet Service the day before would also give the opportunity for an outdoor

celebration of Creation. For All Saints, there would be a morning service at 11am

and an All Souls service at 7pm, but using alternative seating. For

Remembrance, the service would be as normal but with start time adjusted to

10:45 to accommodate the Silence. (c) Home communions had re-started, but

only in private houses; rest homes and nursing homes were still excluded for the

time being. (d) There was a lengthy discussion concerning re-commencement of

choir singing at Sunday services, there having been a change of Government and

Church advice making this possible (congregation singing was still not

permitted, however). It was agreed, subject to the musical director producing a

suitable risk assessment and having this approved by the vicar and wardens, that

choir singing could re-start with immediate effect. This would involve choir

members sitting in the usual choir stalls but spaced appropriately, and initially

limited to performing pieces during Offertory and Communion only.

• Finance. (a) The most recent income and expenditure information was presented

and debated. (b) The annual accounts for 2019 were also discussed and

approved. These will subsequently be presented to the wider membership at the

APCM which needs to be held later in the autumn. (c) It was noted that the

Hundred Club had recently donated £1000 to church, and it was also mentioned

that with Rod Boyce being unwell that Natalie Heywood was currently assisting

with managing the club's finances. (d) RagBag had raised £60 in the past month;

however we were currently awaiting a replacement bin.

• Building Maintenance. (a) Concerning the flagpole at the top of the tower, which

is in an unsafe condition and needs to be removed, the original contractors had

withdrawn from the project. Several options existed, including not having a flag

pole at all (though this would necessitate having an alternative lightning

conductor) or installing a new pole. With formal quotations still awaited, the

PCC agreed to delegate the decision to the Standing Committee, subject to a

£1500 limit. (b) A leak in the link roof had been traced to a blocked gutter and

was due to be repaired. (c) The state of the church gardens was discussed. The
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maintenance work usually carried out by inmates from Kirkham Prison had not

been possible over the past few months because of COVID. The family of a

couple getting married in church in the autumn had offered to pay for some

gardening to be done. Other options were also being considered. (d) Routine

cleaning of the church was also presenting some difficulties as a result of the

epidemic; options were discussed. (e) Fire alarms and extinguishers had recently

been serviced as part of our contract with Chubb. (f) Concerning emergency

lighting, we had been informed by the diocese that some units were not

necessary; it was therefore agreed not to spend any further money on their repair

and maintenance.

• Miscellaneous. (a) A new hiring policy for the Parish Centre had been prepared

and this was reviewed at length by the PCC. It was noted that some hirers were

unhappy with some of the restrictions imposed. It was agreed that some

clarifications would be added to the policy itself, and also that letters would be

written to the specific hirers concerned. There was discussion also about what

sanctions could be imposed in the event of breaches of the policy. Signage would

be added around the Parish Centre to remind keyholders of their responsibilities.

It was agreed that no new hirers of the Parish Centre would be taken on for the

time being, but that existing hirers could continue. Subject to the above,

acceptance and enforcement of the new hiring policy was passed unanimously.

(b) Concerning social events, there are unlikely to be any events in the near

future but it was noted that there is a potential problem in that the stock of wine

and beer is nearing the end of its shelf life.
based on draft minutes by

Mark Rutherford (PCC Secretary)

Hundred Club Prize Draw

Date First Prize (£40) Second Prize (£10)

August 2nd 84   Eric Williamson 45   Anne Singleton

August 9th 83   Aileen Williamson 56   Tim Smith

August 16th 18   Carole Harrison 89   Peggy Wolstenholme

August 23rd 41   Myles Davies 27   Eileen McGuckin

August 30th 15   Sandra Moores 22   Peter Rowley

September 6th 78   Gill Mutton 63   Marie Williams

September 13th 43   Eddie Nicholas 39   Kay Powell

September 20th 08   Marion Fielding 46   Barbara Davies

September 27th 30   Barry Evans 56   Tim Smith

John Davies
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Crossword

Across

  1 He must be "the husband of but one wife and must manage his children and
     his household well" [1 Timothy 3:12] (6)

  4 "For we must all — before the judgement seat of Christ" [2 Corinthians 5:10] (6)
  7 "They reeled and staggered like drunken men; they were at

     their — end" [Psalms 107:27] (4)
  8 See 19 Across
  9 It concerned who among the disciples would be the greatest [Luke 9:46] (8)
13 Formed by the Jews in Thessalonica to root out Paul and Silas [Acts 17:5] (3)
16 "He has sent me to bind up the — " [Isaiah 61:1] (6-7)
17 Moved rapidly on foot [Matthew 28:8] (3)
19 and 8 Across " — a great company of the — host appeared with

    the angel" [Luke 2:13] (8,8)
24 Hindrance [Romans 14:13] (8)
25 Comes between Luke and Acts (4)
26 Empower [Acts 4:29] (6)
27 "Get these out of here! How dare you turn my Father's house

    into a — !" [John 2:16] (6)

Down

  1 Sunrise [Psalms 119:147] (4)
  2 The part of the day when Cornelius the Caesarean centurion had a vision

    of an angel of God [Acts 10:3] (9)
  3 He was one of those who returned with Zerubbabel from exile in

    Babylon to Jerusalem [Nehemiah 7:7] (5)
  4 "No one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born — " [John 3:3] (5)
  5 Animal hunted or killed as food [Ezekiel 22:25] (4)
  6 "He encouraged them — — remain true to the Lord" [Acts 11:23] (3,2)
10 Ruses (anag.) (5)
11 Jewish priestly vestment [Exodus 28:6] (5)
12 Visible sign of what had been there [Daniel 2:35] (5)
13 The trade of Alexander, who did Paul "a great deal of harm" [2 Timothy 4:14] (9)
14 "This is my — , which is for you; do this in remembrance of me"

    [1 Corinthians 11:24] (4)
15 One of Noah's great-great-grandsons [Genesis 10:24] (4)
18 Traditionally the first British Christian martyr (5)
20 Relationship of Ner to Saul [1 Samuel 14:50] (5)
21 Jacob had one at a place he named Bethel while on his way to Haran,

    fleeing from Esau [Genesis 28:12] (5)
22 Bats (anag.) (4)
23 "You strain out a — but swallow a camel" [Matthew 23:24] (4)

Answers to all puzzles on page 26
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Don't grumble if you don't get what you want; be grateful you don't get what you deserve.

Kindness has converted more sinners than zeal, eloquence and learning put together.

Following the line of least resistance is what makes both people and rivers crooked.

Justice is the handmaiden of truth, and when truth dies, justice is buried with it.

Success tends to feather our nest so comfortably that we forget how to fly.

Love is the only force capable of transforming an enemy into a friend.

The Bible that is falling apart usually belongs to someone who isn't.

To entertain some people, all you have to do is sit and listen.

If you can hold your tongue, you can hold anything.

To me, old age is always 15 years older than I am.

It is only with gratitude that life becomes rich.

Keep the faith... but not from others!

They stand best who kneel most.
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Wordsearch: All Hallows' Eve

Modern Halloween celebrations have their roots in pre-Christian times. In those

long-ago days, on the last night of October, the Druid priests celebrated the Festival

of Samhain, or "Summer's End". They lit great bonfires and performed magic rites

to ward off the dark supernatural powers of oncoming winter. Today, Christians

turn to prayer instead of charms to overcome the powers of darkness. And the

deeper, true meaning of All Hallows' Eve, should not be forgotten. As Christians,

we all draw closer to Christ when we remember and give thanks for our loved ones

and for others who have gone before us through the gates of death.

ALL HALLOWS HALLOWEEN DRUID

PRIESTS FESTIVAL SAMHAIN BONFIRES

MAGIC DARK SUPERNATURAL POWERS

WINTER CHRISTIANS PRAYER CHARMS

DEEPER TRUE EVE CLOSER

CHRIST THANKS LOVED DEATH

GONE
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Sudoku and Maze

Humility

We read in Philippians how Paul puts

his focus on Jesus' humility, his serving

the needs of others, and above all, his

self-giving love unto death:

Do nothing from selfish ambition or

conceit, but in humility regard others

as better than yourselves. Let each

of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same

mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God,

did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied

himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being

found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of

death − even death on a cross.  [Philippians 2:3-8]

Humility is not seen as a desirable quality in our twenty-first century world; it

appears we are addicted to the promotion of self. People who are deemed to be

important are, as often as not, those who have pushed themselves forward at the

expense of others. Yet many people lack a sense of self-worth and self-confidence,

often because of childhood experiences. Others have grown up with a distorted

view of themselves because of cultural or racial stereotyping.

Humility, however, as a Christian quality, is a positive choice. It is not to be

confused with what has been forced upon us. It is not weakness, but strength.

...continued overleaf...− 11 −



The Greek word translated as 'meek' originally meant 'strength under control'.

In Philippians we read that Jesus consciously chose humility. This reminds us of the

circumstances of his birth: born in an insignificant village, with a humble birth in a

barn, to a carpenter and lowly mother, not in a palace. And of his taking the towel

and bowl of water in order to wash his disciples' feet during the Last Supper. Not

only did he come in the likeness of man but he humbled himself and suffered death,

not just death, but death on a cross.

Jesus did not hang on to the privileges of his deity and he did not consider equality

with God as something to be used for his own advantage. He decided he would let

go of his rights. God looks at us and tells us to let go of our position and place of

privilege like Christ did. Jesus emptied himself: this is the word 'kenosis'. He

emptied himself, not of his deity, but of his self-interest. He took the form of a

servant within the Trinity itself: he came in the likeness of men; he became a man.

The God who created all became one of us. This God became a man and added this

humility. He took a great step to serve us.

We can think and reflect on some of the people in the news and around us who have

exhibited such humility in the service of others during the COVID pandemic. We

are being challenged to give up the trappings of material success, our striving after

positions of prestige, and all those things by which we seek to build up our feelings

of self-worth. Paul is encouraging us to put our faith in God and to live by the

values and lifestyle of Jesus, to free us from the treadmill of reliance on what is in

the end an illusory confidence.

In the light of this passage from Paul's letter we examine our commitment to the

service of others. Do we serve for the sake of others alone?  Are there strings

attached or is it purely for the well-being of the other?

Paul says in verse 5 "have the same mind set as Jesus"; as we exist in fellowship

with Christ, we take on the mind set of Christ. Elsewhere, Paul says "Put on the

Lord Jesus Christ" [Romans 13:14], so there is an ability to put on this mind set of

Jesus like we put on our clothes. Humility is something we can choose to put on.

Paul tells the church to work out their own salvation. He doesn't say "earn" your

salvation because our salvation has already been bought by the death of Jesus.

Paul's phrase refers to the way in which we live in the light of that salvation.

So each morning when we put on our clothes let's not forget to figuratively put on

humility, serving the needs of others and reveal the glory of God to the world and

be a blessing to others around us. Let your light shine!
Debbie Wood

"Humility is not thinking less of yourself, but thinking of yourself less."

                                                                                                  [C S Lewis]
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Christian Aid

The following information was recently received from
Darren Staunton, Christian Aid's fundraising officer
for the North West.

• A huge thank you to everyone who helped raise an incredible £3.7 million during
Christian Aid Week 2020. A separate Coronavirus emergency appeal also raised
an additional £1.3 million.

• You can read more about the Global Neighbours autumn appeal and related
resources on the Christian Aid website [for which there is a link on our website],
including: worship resources (including a sermon, service order, prayer guides,
etc); school resources; guidance on hosting a Brew and Bake event; and Angela's

Story − an inspiring story to share with supporters and churches.

• On Sunday 6th September Christian Aid held a virtual service to launch the
autumn appeal, Global Neighbours. This is available to watch on Facebook and
YouTube. The message by Bob Kikuyu, our Senior Theology Advisor, is
available to use in your own church services. The service is thirty minutes long.

• Among the resources that can be ordered are greeting cards to send to
neighbours to encourage them to think about their global neighbours and support
the appeal.

• You can stand up for our global neighbours by asking the UK Chancellor to
champion debt cancellation for the world's poorest countries. A link is available
on the Christian Aid website where you can add your name to the petition.

• Church Engagement Survey. We have created a quick online survey to find out
how churches are currently meeting. This will help us know how to best tailor
our resources for churches at this time. If you can spare five minutes, please do
complete it for us.

• Please do keep in touch as together we make a real difference to some of the
poorest communities in our world.

From the Registers

July 10th Funeral Herbert Edwards (98)

July 15th Funeral Audrey Rigby (87)

July 20th Funeral Gillian Smith (80)

September 10th Funeral Ruth Marian Beaumont (81)

September 10th Burial of ashes Lavinia Kirk (93)

September 26th Wedding
Arran David Chilten

   & Karen Susan Kempster
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School News

After months of strangely quiet corridors and

half-empty playgrounds, our school came back

to life in September as the children returned to

their classrooms. Of course, like most things at the moment, things aren't quite as

they used to be. Just like any other place where groups of people gather, schools are

subject to strict regulations and a large part of the summer was spent in ensuring

that appropriate measures would be in place to keep everyone as safe as possible.

Amongst other things, books are quarantined, desks are seated in old-fashioned

straight lines, assemblies are banned and teachers start and end the day wearing

masks. The fact that the children have already adapted to their 'new normal' is

largely due to the way the staff have created a stable and secure environment for

them amidst an ever-changing set of circumstances − a credit to all concerned.

Of course, some things remain the same, and amidst the focus on teaching the core

skills missed during lockdown there is still plenty of art going on at St Thomas'.

Year 3's class mascot − a dragon − inspired their latest project. The children were

given the task of turning a decorative acrylic eye into something that could have

come from a 'real dragon'. They drew their designs out in pencil first before using

them to create a finished product in clay. As you can see, some of the results were

quite stunning.
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Well-being and nurture are
another high priority at
St Thomas' and this remained true
even when the children weren't in
school. During lockdown,
Mrs Harrison, who is responsible
for supporting the children's
social and emotional
development, came up with an
ingenious way to remind them
that they were still part of the
school family: the Hearts
Challenge. With the tag line 'We
are all together, even though we
are currently apart', every child
was invited to make, bake, draw
or paint an individual heart and
send a photograph of it to their

teacher via the class email. When school
reopened in September these pictures were all
collected and made into a huge collage with the
title Love to Learn − Learn to Love. As always,
the children astonished us with their fabulous
ideas − here are just a few examples for you to
admire plus a preview of part of the finished
collage.

Mandy Palmer
photos by St Thomas' School
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Laughter Lines

• I live in my own little world, but it's ok...
they know me there.

• The most precious thing we have is life. Yet
it has absolutely no trade-in value.

• I married my wife for her looks... but not
the ones she's been giving me lately!

• Everyday I beat my own previous record for
the number of consecutive days I've stayed
alive.

• When everything's coming your way, you're
probably in the wrong lane.

• With my advancing age I like to try and
keep my mind active by plotting revenge.

• The email of the species is more deadly than the mail.

• The Lord gave us two ends: one to sit on and the other to think with. Success
depends on which one we use more of, and not getting the two mixed up.

• The cost of pumping up the car tyres at our local garage has just increased from
50p to £1. That's inflation for you!

Classy insults...

• "He has all the virtues I dislike and none of the vices I admire."
    − Winston Churchill about a fellow MP

• "Thank you for sending me a copy of your book; I'll waste no time reading it."
    − Moses Hadas

• "He has no enemies, but is intensely disliked by his friends."
    − Oscar Wilde

• "I am enclosing two tickets to the first night of my new play; bring a friend... if
you have one."
    − George Bernard Shaw to Winston Churchill

• "Cannot possibly attend first night, will attend second... if there is one."
    − Winston Churchill to George Bernard Shaw, in response

• "I feel so miserable; it's almost like having you here."
    − Stephen Bishop

• He is not only dull himself, he is the cause of dullness in others.
    − Samuel Johnson
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From the Archives

Our annual Parish Trip has become quite a

popular tradition here at St Thomas'. This one,

even though it only seems like yesterday, was a

full twenty years ago. See who you can

recognise in the photo.

Annual Trip

On Saturday 9th September, thirty five adults and six children set off bright and

early for our annual day out. This year the venue was the lovely countryside of the

Lake District. Our first stop was in the pretty little village of Cartmel where we

enjoyed a welcome cup of tea before looking round the Priory Church with its

many interesting features. A quick look round the well-stocked craft shops and

then back to the coach for the short ride to Haverthwaite. At Haverthwaite we

boarded the steam train bound for Lakeside: a nostalgic journey of about half an

hour through beautiful countryside − a little smokey at first but very enjoyable

nevertheless. At Lakeside we left the train and walked across to the landing stage

on Lake Windermere where we boarded our third method of transport, a ferry boat

for a calm, pleasant sail across the lake to Bowness, where we spent the afternoon

before returning home at 6:30 pm. Once again we were blessed with warm, sunny

weather for our day out and a good time was had by all. We even managed, with

the help of the raffle proceeds, to make a profit of £50 towards church funds.

Thank you everyone who came along and helped to make it such a good day. And

a big thank you to John Davies for organising the trip.
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On what lurks in the vestry

The Rectory

St James the Least

My dear Nephew Darren,

I am unsurprised that the cleaning lady took exception to

you dismantling your motorbike in the church vestry.

Clergy vestries are the final repositories of rotting hymn

books, ancient cassocks with a certain aroma, buckets with

holes in, which are kept 'just in case' and dead animals in various states of

decomposition; but they are no place for bike chains, disc brakes and inner tubes.

I will concede that vestries seem to attract all those objects no one quite knows

what to do with, but which parishioners can't bear to throw away. Flower arrangers

creep into my vestry, looking for space for boxes of twine. Decorators arrive with

cribs and Easter gardens they are hoping to store. And even the choirmaster

occasionally sidles in, trying to slip some anthems past me. I repel them all with

vigour, and a firm broom.

One thing I can't keep out of the vestry are the portraits of all my predecessors, who

stare down at me reproachfully. The most recent, in colour, stare smugly, knowing

that I am still being compared to them, and falling short. Earlier incumbents, in

black and white, look mildly reproachful, reminding me that they all held

doctorates from Oxford. The hand-drawn portraits from pre-1870 are the worst −
they all look as if they drank vinegar for breakfast and argued Pelagianism over

lunch, just for fun. I am already rehearsing my own look of pained forgiveness for

my leaving photo that will stare down on my own successor, and perpetually irritate

him.

It also seems to be a tradition that retiring clergy donate their robes for their

successors, probably because it spares them a walk to the dustbin. So, a five-foot,

18 stone incumbent will leave a cassock for his six-foot, ten stone successor. There

will also be a spare 1960s nylon surplice hanging on the back of the vestry door, to

remind you that should you ever forget your own, then this is the horror you will be

obliged to wear throughout Evensong.

Notices on the walls will tell you that marriage fees in the 1920s were seven

shillings and sixpence, that Communion wine can be obtained from a shop that

closed down a generation ago and there will be a copy of the prayer of thanksgiving

to be used on the Relief of Mafeking.

My only advice is to remove your bike before it gets bundled up with the Scouts'

tents − and lost forever in the churchwarden's shed.

Your loving uncle,

Eustace
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Picture News

Above:
Peggy Wolstenholme, long standing
member of our congregation, one-time
deputy head at St Anne's College for
Girls (where her nickname was
'Woostie', apparently), and former
resident of Poplar Court, celebrated her
one hundredth birthday on Friday 25th
September. She commented that from her
new room in Porritt House she has a
lovely view of the church and likes to
keep an eye on us all! Many happy
returns, Peggy!

photos by Debbie Wood

Below:
The wedding of Arran Chilten and
Karen Kempster took place in church on
Saturday 26th September. Arran is a
former pupil at St Thomas' School. We
wish the couple well.
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Laughter Lines

Unwritten rules...

• The probability of being watched is directly proportional to the stupidity of

what you're doing.

• As soon as you find a product that you really like, they will stop making it.

• The people whose seats are furthest from the aisle always arrive last.

• As soon as you sit down with a cup of hot coffee, someone will ask you to do

something which takes as long to do as for the coffee to go cold.

• If your hands become coated with dirt, your nose will immediately begin to itch.

• The chances of meeting someone you know increase dramatically when you are with

someone you don't want to be seen with.

As noted down by medical secretaries...

• Patient has left her white blood cells at another hospital.

• Patient's medical history has been remarkably insignificant with only a 40 pound

weight gain in the past three days.

• She has no rigors or shaking chills, but her husband states that she was very hot in bed

last night.

• Patient has chest pain if she lies on left side for over a year.

• On the second day the knee was better and on the third day it disappeared completely.

• The patient is tearful and crying constantly. She also appears to be depressed.

• Discharge status: Alive, but without my permission.

• Healthy appearing decrepit 69 year old male, mentally alert but forgetful.

• The patient is depressed since she began seeing me in 1993.
with thanks to Eric Williamson
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From the Archives

Skimming through the Autumn 1950 editions of St Thomas'

Parish Magazine, we learn about all sorts: the opening of
Fosbrooke House, fun and games at St Thomas' School's

first ever sports day, an appeal for £350 to restore the church clock, anxiety over

decaying stonework, not to mention the Korean War, and a different sort of anxiety over
the pope's declaration that Catholics must henceforth accept the Assumption of Mary as

an article of faith. But for capturing the feel of that bygone era, perhaps the best article to

read is a report (in the October edition) on the annual Guide Camp − no risk assessments
in those days! Guide Captain Miss Milligan takes up the story...

Girl Guides

The St Thomas' Guides' annual camp, which took place in Guernsey from August 9th to

25th, was the most ambitious so far attempted. The climax of over 12 months

preparation, working and saving towards the fare for such a long journey, came when

the Captain and sixteen Guides boarded the 8:15 am train for London. At Lytham we

were joined by Miss P Whiteside, of the Third Lytham Company, who acted as lieutenant,

and at Waterloo by Miss J Hobson, of Harrogate, who took charge of the cooking at very

short notice, owing to the recent death of our own lieutenant, Miss I Struggles.

We spent the time between our arrival in London and our departure on the night boat

train, in visiting the Tower, inspecting the Crown Jewels, and viewing the Houses of

Parliament, Westminster Abbey and Buckingham Palace, where we saw the Changing of

the Guard, and watched the Queen driving out to fulfil an engagement.

As our train came into Southampton, we could see the liner Queen Elizabeth, with her

funnels floodlit and a seemingly endless line of brightly lit portholes. It would be kinder

to draw a veil over the final stage of our journey from Southampton to St Peter Port, as

only three of the party did not succumb to seasickness to varying degrees! But the

journey by bus to our camp site, and the view from the site itself, more than

compensated for the trials of the journey by sea. As we sat at meals we could see all the

main Channel Islands, Alderney, Sark and Jersey, with the coast of France a faint

outline on the horizon. Small parties visited visited Jersey and Sark during our

fortnight's stay, in addition to our coach tour of Guernsey itself, shopping expeditions to

St Peter Port, and bathing in the many lovely bays, each one unlike the others, but all

equally attractive.

Our fortnight passed all too quickly with so much to see and do, and a great reluctance

was shown on the prospect of packing our tents and equipment for the return journey.

Mention must be made of the North London Scouts camping in the neighbouring field,

who showed their goodwill in a most practical fashion by inviting us to tea on the last

day, and providing us with hot coffee, before we settled down on the farmhouse floor,

with the prospect of rising at 6am to catch our boat. It so happened that no one had

time to be seasick on the return journey, possibly because there were plenty of other

distractions.

We reached St Annes without mishap at 6:30 am the following morning, after 24 hours

uninterrupted travelling. It is reported that our proudly displayed suntans were regarded

with suspicion by some parents until they attempted, unsuccessfully, to wash them off.

However, they have faded more rapidly than our memories of camp, which we all felt had

more than justified our months of effort and anticipation.
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Anti-Slavery Day

On Sunday 18th October we will be thinking at St Thomas' about slavery and the Bible.

The following extracts will give you a background to Anti-Slavery Day, which we hope
you will support.

Peter Watson

Anti-Slavery Day provides an opportunity to raise awareness of human trafficking and
modern slavery, and to encourage government, local authorities, companies, charities and

individuals to do what they can to address the problem. It was created by the Anti-

Slavery Day Act, a Private Members Bill introduced by Anthony Steen, now Chair of the
Human Trafficking Foundation. Each year, more and more charities, individuals, local

authorities and police forces take action to mark Anti-Slavery Day. The Human

Trafficking Foundation hosts Anti-Slavery Day awards to recognise journalists,
filmmakers and broadcasters who have exposed issues of modern slavery, and to

celebrate organisations and individuals who have made an outstanding contribution to the

fight against modern slavery. You can read more at their website:
www.humantraffickingfoundation.org

Anti-Slavery International is an international, non-governmental organisation, registered

charity and advocacy group, based in the UK. Founded in 1839, it is the world's oldest
international human rights organisation. It works exclusively against slavery and related

abuses. The following is from their website:

We can't tackle it alone, which is why partnerships have always been at the heart of what
we do. Working together, just as the first abolitionists did, we have built an anti-slavery

movement in collaboration with service providers, law enforcement agencies, NGOs,

trade unions, lawyers, businesses and government authorities. And of course, you − our
supporters. This allows us to support tens of thousands of adults and children affected by

slavery every year to gain and keep their freedom, as well as to campaign to change the

systems that trap them − social, economic, legal and political.

Forced Labour in China. Anti-Slavery International joins 250 organisations from around

the world, requesting that companies ensure that they are not linked to the horrific abuses

of workers in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region of China. Human rights
organisations are calling on companies that produce textiles such as homewares and

garments, to ensure that products linked to the forced labour of the Uyghur and other

Turkic and Muslim-majority peoples does not enter their supply chains. This is because
the Chinese government is targeting the native people of the region on the basis of their

ethnicity and religion. This persecution includes mass detention − as many as 1.8 million

Uyghurs, Kazakhs, Kyrgyz and Hui have been detained in internment camps and prisons,
constituting the largest mass detention of an ethno-religious community since

World War II − forced sterilisation of women, forced labour, forced separation of

families, high-tech surveillance and torture.

Modern slavery in the UK. The number of people identified as victims of slavery has

been rising year on year, with over ten thousand people referred to authorities in 2019.

The real number of people trapped in slavery is estimated to be much higher. Modern
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slavery can take many forms, including forced sexual exploitation, domestic slavery, or

forced labour on farms, in construction, shops, bars, nail bars, car washes or
manufacturing. Forced labour is the most common form of slavery in the UK, fuelled by

a drive for cheap products and services, with little regard for the people behind them.

Typically, people can be offered an apparently good job in the UK. Often they take a loan
from the traffickers in advance. When they arrive in the UK, the situation is completely

different. They are trapped here with no possessions, no means to return and totally

reliant on their traffickers. Sadly, the system in the UK is not currently set up to support
people who became entangled in exploitation. The UK's hostile immigration environment

means people trafficked from abroad are often treated as immigration offenders. Cuts to

public services hamper efforts to prevent exploitation and limit resources to investigate
trafficking cases. We are campaigning for the UK to implement policies making it tough

for those who want to exploit vulnerable people. We're also campaigning to protect, not

neglect, survivors of slavery, so they can feel safe to come forward and report their
experiences, be protected from their traffickers, and can rebuild their lives. That means

creating a system that supports people, rather than targeting them as criminals. You can

sign the petition to Protect, Not Neglect, victims of modern slavery in the UK. Find out
more by visiting the website:  antislavery.org

Church Flowers

Here is the flower rota for the coming month. Please contact me on 728179 if you wish to

have flowers arranged on the rota dates. Due to the difficulty of meeting, I am unable to
arrange for a display if no contact is made. Thank you to you all for your donations.

October 4th Harvest: donations welcome

October 11th Margaret Erwin in memory of her mother
Wendy Mutton in memory of Brian

October 18th Barbara and John Davis in memory of Clara

October 25th Peggy Wolstenholme
November 1st Glenys Markland in memory of Jim

Glenys Markland

Parish Prayer Diary

In our weekly prayer cycle we ask the Lord God our Father to bless and guide all those
who live, work and worship in our parish.
October 4th Wildings Lane and Lytham Moss

Royal Lytham and St Annes Golf Club
October 11th Ilkley Avenue and Clifton Gardens

Our PCC Treasurer and PCC Secretary
October 18th Evesham Road and Pershore Road

Our stewardship, church finances and fundraising
October 25th Moorland Road and Curzon Road

Those preparing to receive their First Communion
     and those who have been confirmed in the past year

November 1st Baltimore Road and States Road
Our Worship Committee
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The beginnings of the Church in the Fylde

The earliest evidence for Christianity in the Fylde is to be found in two place-names:

Great and Little Eccleston. These names derive from 'eglos' or 'eglwys', the British word

for a church, and indicate some sort of pre-Anglo-Saxon religious centre.

Little Eccleston lies in the ancient parish of St Michael's Kirkham and Great Eccleston in

the neighbouring ancient parish of St Michael's on Wyre. Each may have been an estate

created to provide income for their respective mother church (we know that Kirkham was

a Roman site and St Helen's Churchtown in St Michael's parish also shows signs of being

a Celtic foundation). On the other hand, bearing in mind the curious pattern of twin

Ecclestons and twin St Michael dedications, the whole area could have originally formed

one religious unit which was later divided.

We know from Eddius Stephanus' Life of Wilfred of the gift of Northumbrian kings

Ecgfrith and Aelfwine to St Wilfred's monastery at Ripon at the end of the 7th century of

holy places 'iuxta Rippel' which had formerly belonged to British churches and which

had been abandoned by their clergy. It is worth noticing that by the 11th century the

whole area is dependent upon Preston, whose name derives from Anglo-Saxon 'priest's

town' and, before the Reformation, Preston parish church was dedicated to Saint Wilfred.

In 943 King Athelstan granted lands in Amounderness to Archbishop Wulfstan I of York.

Bispham, originally a chapelry of St Chad's at Poulton, is called in Domesday Book

'Biscopham', the bishop's settlement, which suggests the Archbishops' estates included at

least the northern part of the Fylde. However they obviously didn't manage to hold on to

these lands for Domesday Book tells us that in 1066 the whole of the Amounderness

hundred belonged to Earl Tostig of Northumbria, brother of King Harold.

Quite what was going on in our part of the Fylde is less clear. We know that in 1272 part

of the boundary between Layton and Lytham was an old cross set up on 'Cross Howe'

and a charter of 1190 refers to this cross being on the west side of the cemetery of

Kilgrimol. However, at this period the existence of a burial ground, especially an ancient

burial ground, doesn't mean there was ever a church there. Burials sometimes took place

near the boundaries of settlements.

The Kilgrimol name, however, gives us a clue to what was happening. In 1272 it is

actually 'Kelgrimoles'. This bears a marked similarity to 'Kelfgrimeshereg' or

'Kelgrimisarhe', the original name of Kellamerghe, which forms a township with

Bryning, suggesting that the whole area from the modern Blackpool boundary to Warton

formed a single estate belonging to a Norseman with the name of Ketelgrimr.

It may be that this Ketelgrimr was responsible for building the original church at Lytham,

for Reginald of Durham, in his account of the Miracles of Saint Cuthbert, tells of the

miraculous healing of a servant of Richard son of Roger and mentions that Richard's

grandfather had built a stone church in honour of Saint Cuthbert adjacent to an ancient

wattle church which he then demolished. Richard son of Roger, who actually founded

Lytham Priory, was thegn of Woodplumpton, Lytham, Carleton, Bootle and part of

Formby and also held by knight service to the Count of Mortain Kirkby, Argarmeols

(Birkdale), Kellamergh and Bryning. Richard's grandfather was the very Viking sounding
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Ravenkil son of Raghanald

and he witnessed a
document in 1094. Since

thegnage was an Anglo-

Saxon way of holding land,
probably before 1066

Ravenkil, or possibly

Raghanald, had held all this
land, but Kirkby,

Argarmeaols, Kellamergh

and Bryning had been
taken by a Norman lord and

granted back to him in

return for his services as a
warrior.

So that ancient wattle

church could have been
built by Ketelgrimr or by

Ravenkil's father

Raghanald or by someone
in between. The Norse

settled in Cheshire and

South Lancashire from
around 900 after invading

from Ireland, but other

Vikings may have been
around before then.

Raghanald's family may

not, in fact, have been in the
Fylde for very long before

the Norman conquest. The family had lands before 1066 in south Lancashire and

Cheshire, which came under Eadwine the Earl of Mercia. In 1065 the Northumbrians
rebelled against their unpopular Earl Tostig and invited Morcar, brother of the Earl of

Mercia, to become their lord. Could Raghanald's family simply have come north in 1065

in support of the new Earl Morcar? It's worth noting that the church at Poulton le Fylde is
dedicated to Saint Chad. Though Chad was a Northumbrian, the centre of his cult was in

Mercia and his shrine was at Lichfield.

Up to 1190 it still seems Lytham may have been a subordinate church to Kirkham. After
the Archbishop of York started developing his estate at Bispham, could the church at

Kirkham have felt they needed to have a base nearer the coast to stop the Archbishop

extending his influence southwards, probably some time after 950 − or did Ketelgrimr
simply want a church for his own estate? Estate churches were becoming more normal by

the late Anglo-Saxon period. Perhaps we shall never know.
     Chris Scargill

The Prior's map of Lytham, 1531 (C) The National Archives.

The town fields of Lytham are clearly visible, with the

monastry at the centre of the map.




