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YOUR PARISH CHURCH
As human beings we have a terrible

tendency to think that there is always

someone else who will do things. We want

x, y or z to happen. But we feel we are too

busy or that there will be someone else

better equipped to do the job or we just

don't want to push ourselves forward.

The truth of the matter is that there are a

number of jobs, vital to parish life, which

we simply have no-one to take on. In recent

months we were greatly relieved when

some of the younger families of the parish

took on the task of tidying the church grounds and when someone agreed to become

the new Hundred Club treasurer.

However, the role of being the church treasurer, in overall charge of our parish

finances, has been vacant since the end of 2019. More recently, Ian and Mandy

Palmer have said they feel it is the right time to give up the editorial chair of the

magazine. At the last Annual Parochial Church Meeting we had four unfilled

vacancies for the PCC.

So what about you? Are you being nudged by God to take on a new role − or are

you keeping quiet in the hope that someone else will come forward?
Chris Scargill
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Pastoral Letter

Dear Friends,
As you read this letter, the nights are drawing in. The clocks have gone back and
darkness seems dominant. This year it may seem all the more dominant. The bright spots

in life can seem few and far between as the country grapples both with the second wave

of the pandemic itself, with all the anxiety that brings, and with the disruption of our
normal social life by the restrictions intended to contain the pandemic. Even the fires and

fireworks of November 5th will be fewer in number this year.

Yet before this month is ended we will have entered the season of Advent. Sunday by
Sunday we will light candles. We will start hearing the prophecies which tell us of a

people dwelling in darkness, who have seen a great light. Even before this we will have

celebrated All Saints, giving thanks for those who have in their life lit a candle against
the darkness, those in whom the light of the Holy Spirit has burned, lighting up the lives

of those around them. We shall commemorate at All Souls those loved ones who lit up

our own personal lives. We will remember on Remembrance Sunday those who gave
their lives fighting to hold back the darkness of tyranny and oppression which has at

different times seemed poised to engulf the world.

When the news seems nothing but a dismal litany of the numbers of dead and
hospitalised, when meeting with friends for a drink or having relatives round for tea is an

anti-social act, when fireworks and bonfires are few and far between and even the

Remembrance parades are curtailed, the world can indeed seem a dark and dismal place.
Yet each one of us who is baptised is commissioned to go out and shine as a light in the

world to the glory of God the Father. By simple acts of kindness, by a friendly phone

call, a wave or a smile, by refusing to be depressed or despairing, we can bring light into
other people's lives. If we allow the joy of Christ's love to fill our hearts, we in our turn

can shine as lights in the world.

Some much-loved Christmas traditions will probably be missing this year. But we will
still hear Saint John tell us that the light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not

overcome it.

                         Yours in Christ,  Chris Scargill

As well as our website, the church also has a

presence on Facebook, where you can get up-

to-the-minute news and pictures and

notification of forthcoming events, and a

YouTube channel, where there is an archive of

live-streamed services.

In each case just search for:

       "St Thomas' Church, St Annes".

The next issue of No Doubt will be available

from Sunday 6th December. The latest date

for submitting items for publication is

Sunday 29th November.

Contact details:

email – mandianpalmer@gmail.com

phone – 01253 711794

mobile – 07821 626121

Mandy and Ian Palmer (editors)

This month's cover photo:  Library of the Law, Munich
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Forthcoming services

Sunday 1st November All Saints Sunday

11:00 am All Age Eucharist for All Saints

7:00 pm Commemoration of the Departed

Thursday 5th November

10:30 am Holy Communion (said)

Sunday 8th November Remembrance Sunday

11:00 am Parish Communion

                                                 with Act of Remembrance

7:00 pm Compline

Thursday 12th November Kept as Saints and Martyrs of England

10:30 am Holy Communion (said)

Sunday 15th November Second Sunday before Advent

11:00 am Parish Communion

Thursday 19th November Saint Hilda of Whitby

10:30 am Holy Communion (said)

Sunday 22nd November Christ the King; Sunday next before Advent

11:00 am Parish Communion

7:00 pm Compline

Thursday 26th November

10:30 am Holy Communion (said)

Sunday 29th November Advent Sunday

11:00 am Parish Communion

Thursday 3rd December Saint Francis Xavier;

                                                 Kept as Saint Andrew

10:30 am Holy Communion (said)

Sunday 6th December Second Sunday of Advent

11:00 am Parish Communion
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Extending Advent

Advent is normally a time of preparation lasting for

the four Sundays before Christmas. The trouble is

that there is often so much to do around Christmas

and people start marking Christmas so early that the

time of preparation gets lost.

However Advent wasn't always four weeks. Some

parts of the Church in the early Middle Ages kept

five or six week Advents and the Anglican Church in

Spain (the Spanish Episcopal Reformed Church), inspired by its ancestor the

Visigothic Church, has revived that practice. I am suggesting that this year we try

going for a more Advent 'feel' for our worship from the second Sunday before

Advent.

At home, why not read an Advent book or consciously spend some of your prayer

time in spiritual preparation for the coming of Christ into the world.

If you want suggestions or advice, bearing in mind I can't visit much at the moment,

feel free to give me a ring to discuss it.
The Vicar

Advent Service

It is hoped to put together a service of Advent readings and music which we will

share via Facebook and YouTube in the run-up to Christmas. If you can access

YouTube and you also have the facility on your computer for recording onto a

DVD, you may wish to offer to do this for members of the congregation who are

not able to come to church, who have DVD players but no computer. We can if

necessary supply the blank DVDs.

If it turns out you cannot record directly from YouTube to a DVD, we should be

able to send the video to you electronically. Such recordings could also be useful if,

as we hope, we are able to put together a service of readings and carols for

Christmas.

Please contact the vicar if you think you could help in this way.

From the Registers

October 17th Wedding Michelle Chadwick

     and Paul Chadwick
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School News

The strange times we are living in mean that

many of the things we usually value as being

worthwhile have had to be either abandoned or

done very differently. The school's celebration of

harvest was a good example. With no assemblies, and

strict limits on what could be brought into school, the

traditional harvest service, with gifts of food donated

to the local community, simply could not take place.

Instead, the school focussed on the Bishop of

Blackburn's Harvest Appeal as a way to help others,

and came up with a new take on the traditional

sponsored walk. Inspired by the story of Orbisa, who

has to walk an astonishing ten hours to fetch water for

her family in northern Ethiopia, it was decided that on

16th October the classes, between them, would do a

ten hour walk. The children were allowed to come

into school in sports clothes that day for a minimum

donation of £1, paid via the school's electronic

payment system. The event raised not only the

excellent sum of £379, but a lot of awareness too. You

see, even between them the seven classes didn't quite

manage to walk for the full ten hours − something that

Orbisa and her neighbours do every night. That

certainly made everyone think!

Continuing the theme of helping others, our Inclusion

Manager Mrs Rachel Thompson has been very busy

over the past few months training to run the London

Marathon. Of course, that was another traditional

event that couldn't take place in its usual form, but on

Sunday 4th October Mrs Thompson ran her 26.2 miles up and down the prom, with

family, friends and school staff turning up

in various places along the way to cheer

her on. Although it was certainly different

without the London streets and cheering

crowds, the moment when she crossed the

finishing line in front of Blackpool Tower

was extremely emotional. An amazing

personal achievement − which also raised

over £1600 for Save The Children. Well

done, Mrs Thompson!

− 6 −



In September we had the pleasure of

welcoming Miss Hannah Bolton to

our school to teach Year 6. A 'local

lass', Miss Bolton was brought up in

St Annes and attended Heyhouses

Primary School and LSA High

School before studying psychology at

UCLAN. She worked for a year in a

mental health unit before returning to

Heyhouses to give individual support

to one of the pupils. It was this that

sparked her passion for teaching and,

after returning to university to take a

PGCE, she began her career at

Charles Saer Primary School in

Fleetwood. Despite finding maths one

of the hardest subjects at school, she now names it as a particular favourite to teach.

This may not be as surprising as it sounds, as she feels her problems with it have

given her an insight into the difficulties that pupils face and a determination to

develop their confidence in and enjoyment of the subject. These pictures of Year 6

exploring properties of shapes rather prove her point!

Miss Bolton has settled into the school so quickly that it seems as if she has been

here for years − always a good sign! She is looking forward to making a

contribution to the wider life of the school within the local community and in

particular its links with the church.
Mandy Palmer

photos by St Thomas' School
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Crossword

Across

  1 "The Lord Jesus... took bread, and when He had given — , he broke it"
      [1 Corinthians 11:24] (6)

  4 "He has taken me to the banquet hall, and His — over me is love"
      [Song of Songs 2:4) (6)

  8 Surrey town that hosts the National Christian Resources Exhibition (5)
  9 Also known as Abednego [Daniel 1:7] (7)
10 Liken [Isaiah 40:18] (7)
11 A son of Etam, descendant of Judah [1 Chronicles 4:3] (5)
12 A part of the temple where the blood of a young bull was to

      be smeared [Ezekiel 45:19] (9)
17 "They make many promises, take false — and make agreements’

      [Hosea 10:4] (5)
19 Roman province to which Paul returned after evangelizing it on his first

      missionary journey [Acts 16:6] (7)
21 Material used to make baby Moses' basket [Exodus 2:3] (7)
22 "And feeble as — , in thee do we trust, nor find thee to fail" (5)
23 "The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep — to his voice"

     [John 10:3] (6)
24 Stalk carrying the sponge of wine vinegar given to Christ on the cross

     [John 19:29] (6)

Down

  1 Elijah dug one round the altar he built on Mount Carmel and filled it
     with water [1 Kings 18:32] (6)

  2 "I am not — of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of
     everyone who believes" [Romans 1:16] (7)

  3 Buddhist term relating to belief in reincarnation (5)
  5 Damascus disciple who, at God's command, restored the sight of the blinded

    Saul of Tarsus [Acts 9:12] (7)
  6 and 16 Horses: their sound [Jeremiah 50:11] (5) and their gait [Joel 2:4] (6)
  7 A three (anag.) (6)
  9 Athenian council addressed memorably by Paul [Acts 17:22] (9)
13 Abide by [Galatians 3:5] (7)
14 Persian princes [Daniel 3:2] (7)
15 Force [Galatians 6:12] (6)
16 See 6 Down (6)
18 Paste (anag.) (5)
20 How the cedars of Lebanon are described [Isaiah 2:13] (5)

Answers to all puzzles on page 26
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On the Continent people have good food; in England people have good table manners.

There are few things in this world more reassuring than an unhappy lottery winner.

You learn more about a person at the end of a relationship than at the beginning.

Most people sell their souls and live with a good conscience on the proceeds.

Some people cause happiness wherever they go; others, whenever they go.

If you can actually count your money, you are not really a rich man.

Youth would be an ideal state if only it came a little later in life.

It's easier to fight for one's principles than to live up to them.

In England, justice is open to all − just like the Ritz Hotel.

War does not determine who is right, only who is left.

A clear conscience is the sign of a bad memory.

Where there's a will, there are relatives.

Only the educated are free.
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Wordsearch: Saint Andrew

This month Scotland remembers one of the very first disciples of Jesus.

Saint Andrew is honoured not for any mighty deeds of his own, but for his love of

introducing people to Jesus. He went straight off and introduced his brother Peter to

the Saviour, and followed that up by bringing Nathanael (Bartholomew) to Jesus.

"Better Together" seems to have been his slogan, too! "We have found the

Messiah!", he told them, unable to keep the good news to himself. Andrew's

connection with Scotland dates back to the claimed translation of his remains from

Patras in Achaia to Scotland in the eighth century. The church in Fife where these

remains were buried became a place of pilgrimage during the tenth century. All of

this may be no more than pious legend, but that Saint Andrew was highly regarded

in Scotland and became its patron saint is beyond doubt.

SCOTLAND DISCIPLES JESUS ANDREW

HONOURED PETER NATHANAEL PATRAS

MESSIAH SAVIOUR BARTHOLOMEW ARCHAIA

EIGHTH REMAINS TRANSLATION FIFE

PILGRIMAGE TENTH PIOUS PATRON

SAINT LOVE INTRODUCING PLACE
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Sudoku and Maze

Be Alert!

Peace and security in this dark world

can be hard to find. But those who

anticipate the day of the Lord, and

already live in the light of the risen

Christ, have faith, hope and love as

a strong defence against all that seeks

to destroy them.

Consider Saint Paul's words...

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need

to have anything written to you. For you, yourselves, know very well that the day

of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. When they say, 'There is peace and

security', then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labour pains come

upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! But you, beloved, are not in

darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you are all children of light

and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. So then, let us not

fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; for those who sleep,

sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we belong

to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a

helmet the hope of salvation. For God has destined us not for wrath but for

obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that

whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. Therefore encourage one

another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing. [1 Thessalonians 5:1-11]

...continued overleaf...− 11 −



The question is: are we ready?

Paul is seeking to answer another of the Thessalonians' big questions. How do we

know when Jesus will return? To which Paul says: we don't know. It will be as

sudden as the start of labour, as unexpected as a night thief. So we have to be ready,

− ready at all times. And not asleep or partying the night away − not much chance

of that these days! So what does it mean to be 'ready' in this context? Paul uses

familiar everyday militaristic language and images to talk about being prepared.

Perhaps for some today, familiar and everyday language and images might slightly

be different. How would we describe being ready as a Christian?

We are rightly wary of politicians and institutions that make false promises − we

have heard a lot about fake news! The phrase Paul uses − "there is peace and

security" − is just the kind of thing a world leader might say, but, sadly, we know

that for too many people this simply is not true in today's troubled world. Paul

warns us to be careful of false promises, and to put our trust in God alone, to hold

onto the hope and the promise of our salvation in Jesus. What other promises of

God can we hold onto? How can we encourage one another to stay hopeful?

Be alert: Paul likens being alert to being awake, being ready, being 'children of

light' and 'of the day'. The 'Be Alert' posters from the dark times of the last century

were about encouraging awareness of what is going on around you, noticing the

signs. Being alert today is to the dangers of not wearing masks or not washing

hands, to protect each other from the virus, a constant reminder from our Prime

Minister.

The gospel reading sheds light on Paul's message of being ready. One way of

understanding the parable is in terms of accountability. We need to live our lives

ready to be held accountable for what we have done with them. Jesus could be

suggesting that, whether we start with a little or a lot, we should always seek to

make the best of what we have. Perhaps following God is about taking risks, not

playing safe.

What do we notice if we stay awake and alert? Perhaps being 'children of light' is

about noticing where God is already working in our world. And, conversely,

noticing where the dark corners are − so that we can bring the light of faith, hope

and love to those places.

And, I wonder which best describes us − bright and shiny, but only when things are

light and going well; or radiating light wherever we are because the light is held

inside us, ready to shine in light and dark places alike?

Debbie Wood
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Laughter Lines

• Notice in a bookshop: "Please note that the 'Post-Apocalyptic Fiction' section has

temporarily been moved to 'Current Affairs'."

• Technical Support:  "I need you to right-click on the Windows Desktop."

Customer:  "OK."

Technical Support:  "Did you get a pop-up menu?"

Customer:  "No."

Technical Support:  "OK, sir, can you tell me what you have done up to this point?"

Customer:  "Of course. You told me to write 'click' and I wrote 'click'."

• I tried the Japanese method of
de-cluttering where you hold each object that you own
and if it does not bring you joy, you throw it away. So
far I have thrown out my bra, the electricity bill, the
bathroom scales, and my treadmill.

• I'm so glad I was taught how to play the recorder at
school. It has come in really handy in adult life; I've
lost count of the number of times I've resolved a tricky
situation with a quick blast of Three Blind Mice.

• Birthdays are good for you. The more you have, the
longer you live!

• A man said to his wife one day, "I don't know how you
can be so beautiful and so stupid at the same time." His
wife replied, "God made me beautiful so you would be
attracted to me. He made me stupid so I would be attracted to you."

• Interviewer: "So, Mr Smith, why were you fired from your last job?"
Interviewee: "I'd say one of my greatest strengths is my listening skills."

• Parenting... when messing your own life up just isn't enough.

A cartoon from the 2016 referendum
campaign. The finished painting will shortly

be revealed...

− 13 −



Statistics for Mission

It is this time of year (mid October) that the Church of England publishes its review

of church attendance, and related, statistics. An idiosyncrasy of their approach,

however, is that the report relates to the previous year, in this case 2019, and that

the main data collection exercise is done in October of that year, ie October 2019;

hence the reports are always, in effect, one year out of date at the point they are

published. That's okay, of course, because it's mainly the long term trends that are

of interest.

The following key points are taken from the report, as are the graphs on the

opposite page. The full report is available on the Church website and can be

downloaded from: [www.churchofengland.org/media/21969].

• The upper graph shows the trend of 'usual Sunday attendance' over the ten year

period from 2009 to 2019. Over this decade there has been a fall in attendance of

about 14 percent for adults and about 27 percent for children (defined as under

sixteens).

• The overall total of approximately 700,000 individuals in 2019 represents about

1.2 percent of the population (down from around 3 percent attendance in the mid

1970s).

• The above values relate to a typical Sunday in October. Peak attendance,

unsurprisingly, is at Christmas and Easter. The figures for 2019 are 2,400,000 at

Christmas and 1,200,000 at Easter. Although the Christmas figure in particular

had been rising from 2014 to 2017, that trend has since reversed in 2018 and

2019. Overall, Christmas and Easter attendance are down by about 8 percent and

17 percent, respectively, over the decade.

• The lower graph shows the trend for baptisms, weddings and funerals over the

same ten year period. The number of baptisms has fallen by 37 percent over the

decade, weddings by 42 percent and funerals by 31 percent.

• The data for baptisms, weddings and funerals can also be considered in terms of

'coverage', that is, the percentage of these events that take place in church. In

2009, there was an infant baptism for 13 percent of live births; 24 percent of

marriages in England and Wales took place in a Church of England church; and

Church of England parishes conducted funerals for 37 percent of deaths. In

2019, the corresponding figures were 8 percent, 17 percent and 23 percent,

respectively.

Whatever interpretation we might put on the above data, one thing is quite clear,

that 2019 will be the last 'normal' year for statistics of this kind for probably quite a

while. It is inevitable that 2020 data will be rendered largely meaningless by the

COVID situation, and it might actually be quite a few years before anything

remotely resembling normality returns. We shall see...
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The Children's Society

I am very pleased to say that I have just received the paperwork
from the Children's Society asking for our house boxes to be

collected, money counted and banked.  They are just catching up

with the backlog after being affected by the lockdown like everyone else.

If you are coming to church, could I ask you to bring it along with you wrapped if

possible and put it in a box at the back of church which will be labelled. If you are not

coming to church at the moment, let me know (tel: 725600) and I will make other
arrangements for collection of your box. If you do not have a house box but would like to

make a donation to the charity it will be greatly appreciated and I will be only too pleased

to send this in along with the money from the boxes.

Aileen Williamson
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World Mental Health Day

You may remember Monday 10th of October was World Mental Health Day,

though every day is 'world mental health day' and I'm so pleased more are

recognising this. However, mention the word 'mental' and some people start

heading for the hills with all sorts of strange images in their minds. Why is this still

happening? Everyone has mental health. There is good mental health and poor

mental health, just as there is good and poor physical health. 'Mental' is not a word

we should be scared of; I've purposely used it six times already to establish that it

is, actually, just a word, it means 'of the mind'.

As COVID-19's impact on mental health unfolds, the Church's response will be

critical. The Church is a source of community and support during the pandemic.

Both individually and collectively, we must face poor mental health together by

being there for one another: lending an ear, meeting practical needs, while also

bringing, where possible, the hope of the gospel to a struggling world.

Churches, where hugs and handshakes were frequent, had first transitioned to fist

and elbow bumps and now have transitioned to short hand flicks and raised

eyebrows. If you, like me, are a person who likes to hug, shake hands, or touch an

arm when greeting someone, it all seems dreadfully flat and lukewarm to say the

least. The fear is palpable. The anxiety is real. And the future is unknown. But isn't

it always?

Writing to the church at Philippi, where he had once been beaten and imprisoned,

Paul tells the believers in the book of Philippians not to worry or to be anxious

about anything. Instead, Paul instructs them they should pray for God's blessing and

make supplication for his protection and do it all with thanksgiving.

Some reject the instruction of scripture to pray in times of need, even though

studies show that prayer reduces anxiety and depression. At this time, in which

there is worldwide concern over a virus without a treatment, a peaceful approach to

problem solving through prayer has to be a good thing. When faced with fear of the

unknown, turning to an all-knowing God is a good place to start. Of course that

doesn't mean we only pray; we act as well, but, calmed by the awareness of the

presence of God, we can respond with clarity and direction.

I am sure there are many out there whose mental health is beginning to suffer as a

result of the current situation, particularly those with pre-existing mental health

issues, and those who live alone.

If you know someone who is feeling down and under the weather mentally, or if

you yourself are struggling, please don't suffer in silence. Pray, ask God for His

guidance, talk to someone... even if it's only me, you know my number. We should

never be afraid to reach out for help. Let's stop the stigma. It's good to share, it's

good to be there!
Debbie Wood
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On the ferocity of the church's
Bridge drive

The Rectory

St James the Least

My dear Nephew Darren,

Your suggestion that we should hold a sponsored

hymn-singing bicycle ride through the village as a way

of raising money was well-meant, but I am not wholly

convinced it would suit our clientele here at St James the Least of All.

You may have musical bike rides, but we have Bridge drives, although socially

distanced at the moment, of course. But even at two metres apart, our Bridge games

are generally as amiable and peaceful as bear baiting. Half of those attending will

see the afternoon as an opportunity to catch up on local gossip and to exchange

knitting patterns, the game of cards being a minor hindrance to these other

activities. The other half arrive primed for a battle to the death, reluctantly

conceding that eye-gouging is not allowed. They will demand total silence − which

is wholly ignored by those at the tables discovering what Mrs Trumpington

confided to Lady Driver halfway through Onward Christian Soldiers at last

Sunday's Mattins. The congregation is eternally grateful to Mrs Mitchell, who as a

former mill worker is able to lip read.

Refreshments have been hit hard by COVID-19 of course, and the fact that

everyone has to bring their own sandwich and drink has rather spoilt the fun.

Usually half our players regard lunchtime as an opportunity to put jam on the cards,

spill tea on the score cards and make sure that the other tables get the egg and cress

sandwiches while they corner the boiled ham; the others usually see it as an

unwelcome interruption to the serious business of slaughtering their opponents. It is

so sad that COVID has halted this merry comradery.

As for drawing the raffle, it is the adult equivalent of ringing the school bell at

going-home time. Half the players will immediately dash off to relay newly mined

seams of gossip throughout the village, leaving the others holding reproachful post-

mortems with their partners over their bidding mistakes.

Reproaches are never too violent, however, since the chances are that they will all

be meeting again the following afternoon round a socially distanced card table at

another location, for yet another re-enactment of the slaughter at Agincourt. The

only difference will be that the French and English were not entertained with tea

and sandwiches at half time.

Your loving uncle,

Eustace
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In Pictures:

Pet service   03.X.2020
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Church Flowers

The flower rota for November is shown below. If you wish to sponsor flowers in
church, please telephone me on 728179. As we are unable to meet up at the
moment, if I don't hear from people on the list, I will assume that they do not wish
to have an arrangement at this time.

November 1st Glenys Markland in memory of Jim

November 8th Remembrance Sunday

November 15th Jean Palmer

November 22nd Sue and Tim Smith

November 29th Advent Sunday − no flowers till Christmas

Thank you to you all for your donations.
Glenys Markland

Parish Prayer Diary

In our weekly prayer cycle we ask the Lord God our Father to bless and guide all
those who live, work and worship in our parish.

November 1st Baltimore Road and States Road
Our Worship Committee

November 8th Waddington Road and Hodder Drive
Our Social Committee

November 15th Thirsk Avenue, Otley Road and Pickering Close
St Thomas' Nursery School: children, staff and parents

November 22nd Shipley Road, Preesall Close and Nateby Close
Our Sidespersons

November 29th Faulkner Crescent and Unsworth Way
Our Lay Assistants and those who lead intercessions

December 6th The Mews, Britannia Walk and Monarch Crescent
Our Stepping Stones bereavement support group

Prayer Tree

Requests for prayer via the Prayer Tree should be directed to our vicar, Chris. If he
is not available please contact one of the Licensed Lay Ministers. The vicar or LLM
will then contact the next two people on the tree, and so on. The Prayer Tree
consists of about twenty members of our congregation. Prayer is an important and
positive action, particularly in these troubled times. The Prayer Tree will be
particularly useful when the need for prayer is confidential or urgent.
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Man's best friend...

Shakespearean dogs

Another satisfyingly
victorious day for Reginald
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Puzzle Solutions

Breakthrough

It was 500 years ago, in October 1520, that Portuguese explorer Ferdinand Magellan's
Spanish expedition to the East Indies discovered the Strait of Magellan at the southern tip
of Chile. His ships, backed by King Charles I of Spain, were seeking shelter in a bay
after a foiled mutiny when they unexpectedly found that they could continue sailing west
− though the route among many islands and channels was tortuous, with mainland South
America to the north and Tierra del Fuego to the south. Until the creation of the Panama
Canal in 1914, this was a vital passage between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, though
it has a cold, foggy climate and is prone to fierce storms. Wrecks of ships can be seen
along its banks. Magellan and his men took over a month to get through the straits.
During that time the master of one of the remaining ships mutinied and sailed home. The
surviving ships continued on what became the first circumnavigation of the globe,
though, sadly, Magellan himself was killed in a fight with natives in the Philippines.
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Laughter Lines

• A man sat in his armchair and said to his wife, "When I

die I'm going to leave everything to you, Love." She

shouted back, "You already do, you lazy so-and-so."

• I went to buy some camouflage trousers the other day,

but I couldn't find any.

• I went to a seafood party last weekend... and pulled a

mussel.

• "Doctor, I can't stop singing The Green, Green Grass of Home." "That sounds like

Tom Jones Syndrome," replies the doctor. "Is it common?" "It's not unusual."

• A man takes his dog to the vet. "My dog's cross-eyed, is there anything you can do for

him?" "Well," says the vet, "let's take a look." So he picks the dog up and examines

his eyes, then checks his teeth. Finally, he says, "I'm going to have to put him down."

"What," says the owner, "because he's cross-eyed?" "No, because he's heavy."

Less than useful...

• On a poster: "Are you an adult who cannot read? If so, we can help."

• Sign at a cemetry: "Persons are prohibited from picking flowers from any but their

own graves."

• Sign next to a handryer: "Danger, do not operate with wet hands."

• At the entrance to a maternity ward: "No children allowed."

Lost in translation...

• In a Norwegian cocktail lounge: "Ladies are requested not to have children in the bar."

• At a Malaysian hotel: "You are invited to take advantage of the chambermaid."

• At a Hungarian zoo: "Please do not feed the animals. If you have any suitable food,
give it to the guard on duty."

• At a Chinese hotel: "Please do not bring solicitors into your room."

• At an Italian doctor's surgery: "Specialist in women and other diseases."

• At a French hotel: "Please leave your values at the front desk."

• At a Mexican hotel: "The manager has personally passed all the water served here."

• In a Nigerian restaurant: "Customers who find our waitresses rude ought to see the
manager."

• In a Japanese hotel: "Guests are requested not to smoke or do other disgusting
behaviours in bed."

• Swiss hotel brochure: "This hotel is renowned for its peace and quiet. In fact crowds
from all over the world flock here to enjoy its solitude."

• By a Japanese hotel shower: "Slip carefully."

with thanks to Eric Williamson

I just re-wrote history!
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Annual Meeting

Our annual parish vestry meeting and Annual
Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) were held
after the morning service on Sunday 25th
October. To minimise the infection risks,
reports had all been made available in advance
and no questions were taken from the floor, and
thus only the minimum of necessary business
was carried out. At the vestry meeting, the
existing churchwardens were re-elected for
another term of office. Similarly, all those
PCC members who had reached the end of
their term of office were duly re-elected. Four
vacancies on the PCC still remained,
nevertheless, and there would be an attempt to co-opt new members in due course.
The existing deanery synod representatives were also re-elected for another term. A
vote was held on the re-appointment of the firm of accountants who had handled
the auditing of this year's accounts, and this was ratified.

Concerning the annual reports for calendar year 2019, the Incumbent's Report and

annual accounts were documented in the September edition of No Doubt, while the

Electoral Roll officer's report was given in the October edition; it should also be

noted that annual reviews of Youth Group and No Doubt magazine itself were given

in the February edition. The remaining six annual reports are presented below.

Social Events

During 2019 the Social Committee organised the following very successful events: a
Valentine's Day dance, a Beetle Drive, two New to You sales, a summer fair, a trip to

Liverpool, a quiz and a Christmas fair. In total, we made the sum of £6505 for church

funds. This figure includes a generous donation from Beaverbrooks the jewellers and also
one from SAPOS for helping with the running of their pantomime, which Mandy Palmer

organised. The committee would like to thank everyone for supporting and helping with

the running of these events.

The Social Committee

Church Music

I continue to be grateful for the dedication and commitment of our choir, who make a

considerable contribution to the worship life of the church. During the year we were very
glad to welcome two new members, Pauline and Adrian Pritchard, but equally sad to lose

Eleanor Pascoe and Lilli Medlicott, who left for university in the autumn, and Barbara

Davies, one of our most long-standing and loyal members. This left us with 13 members
at the end of 2019. Throughout the year, the choir met weekly to practise on Tuesday

evenings and to sing during the service on Sunday mornings.

Helen went to church three weeks

running, so she was co-opted to the PCC
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In addition to this, the choir played a major role in the following services and events: 6th

March, Ash Wednesday; 18th April, Maundy Thursday; 5th May, Songs of Praise; 27th
July, wedding of Becca Meadows and Daniel Roberts; 2nd November, All Souls' Service;

24th November, Deanery Advent Carol Service; 6th December, Town Mayor's Carol

Concert; 15th December, Carol Service; and 24-25th December, Christmas Services.

The church organ was tuned twice during the year. For now, this seems to be enough to

keep it in relatively good shape, although it is inevitable that further work will be

required on it at some point. David Bennett continues to undertake minor repairs as
necessary, and for this we owe him a great debt of thanks, as it not only keeps the organ

in use but saves the church a good deal of money.

Mandy Palmer

Hampton Court House Group

2019 was another varied year for the House Group. In January we had an interesting

session entitled Water in John, prior to undertaking our five week Lent course Daring To

See God from York Courses (with audio contributions from well-known theologians and
Church leaders). The sessions covered: 'The Good News of God', 'The Time is Now',

'God is Present', 'Change your Mind' and 'Live it'.

In May we looked at Stephen in Acts 6 and 7 using material from the Bible Reading
Fellowship. We then followed with a refreshing look at Jonah. Did it really happen? Was

there a big fish? Could you live for three days inside? After our summer break, we used

the theme of Harvest for our study session. We finished the year with an in-depth look at
the Holy Spirit.

We sadly lost Dorothy before Christmas and will miss her quiet and thoughtful presence

at our meetings. At aged 90 it shows we have no age limits at the House Group. Our
many thanks go to all who support and contribute to our discussions throughout the year.

Maurice and Christine Unsworth

Church Fabric

The churchwardens are beginning to carry out their annual walk-round inspection of the
church.

Most internal aspects have been kept up to date and we have recently employed a team of

professional cleaners to come on a monthly basis to thoroughly clean the church, making
things easier for our regular church families who have looked after the church for many

years. The professional group have all the relevant equipment to reach high and make the

work easier. Our church people still come in between times to do a sweep and polish, for
which we are so truly thankful.

A group of church and school parents have now offered to carry out regular work in the

grounds to keep the gardens up to date, and for this we are also truly thankful. The 'lads'
from Kirkham Prison still come to do further work in the gardens and grounds and a huge

thank you goes to them too.

The church roof has had large repairs done at the beginning of this financial year, mainly
on guttering and some tiles.
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There is still more to be done, including the lighting both inside and outside the church,

which is currently in hand. Pendant lights in church have now been repaired and also new
fittings have been installed in the parish hall.

When the church was first locked-down we set up a service which the vicar carried out

from his own house, live-streamed on Facebook. This allowed everyone to join together
for our regular Sunday service from their own home. It proved to be very well accepted

and, even now, though things are almost fully open again, some people are still joining us

from their homes as we still record the services as they happen in church, for those who
still feel they cannot attend church.

Once we were able to re-open the church again, we had to change the way we used it to

keep everyone safe and to align with local rules and regulations. To help keep safe, we
began by locking off every alternate pew with a rope, allowing every alternate pew to be

used one week. On the second week we had to open up the locked pew and rope-off the

other. The arrangement is only two people on each pew, or two people at one end with
one other person at the other, or one family on one pew, to allow for social distancing and

safety. This is still in operation now.

Things have worked very well and most people have accepted our new way of worship,
although numbers are lower than other years, but steadily growing. The live-streamed

service from church is still being used and people appreciate it immensely. People are

also asked to walk round the church one way when possible.

The churchwardens haven't to date carried out their full annual fabric inspection, but are

now looking into this as things become more normal. Church repairs and the upkeep of

the grounds have now re-started, including the fitting of the new lightning conductor.

Kath Asquith and Joy Swarbrick

Parish Centre

Improvements to the Parish Centre continued during the year. The former Home-Start

office (ground floor) is now renamed as the lounge. Kirkham prisoners stripped the room,
painted the walls and uplifted the old carpet. A replacement new fitted carpet was bought,

making the room a very usable space for meetings, for letting, a quiet space or

refreshment area.

Before Easter, the hall floors and stage were re-varnished. Also the main hall fire exit

door (facing the Drive) had rotted and was replaced.

The Centre continues to be well used by church organisations, church members and the
wider community. A new Slimming World booking has commenced, SAPOS have put on

a play and a pantomime during the year and the Pilates group is now well established.

The Breakfast and After School clubs remain a regular letting and in addition we have
had several one-off lets.

The RagBag bin (located in the car park) continues to be well used and generated £450

for the year to 31st December 2019 (approximately £150 of this related to surplus New to
You stock). This is an easy way to add to church funds.
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The Centre has a 5-star hygiene rating and to maintain this it is important to be vigilant

when using the kitchen and dispose of any out-of-date items and ensure all bins are
emptied when leaving the premises.

Maintenance of the Centre is important and it is noted the porch will need some attention

in the near future.

Maurice Unsworth

Safeguarding

You will all be aware that the publication of the IICSA report at the beginning of this

month heavily criticised the Anglican Church for its handling of child sexual abuse cases
over many years. This made eight principal recommendations about a range of issues

including the Church's response to victims and survivors. An earlier letter in 2019 from

our three bishops said, "The Church is one body, so whilst we may not ourselves have
been directly involved in the abuse of children and vulnerable adults, we are fellow

members of the body with those who have, and so we are called to repentance."

I suspect that most of us will have been guilty at times of thinking that this has no
relevance to us at St Thomas'. We must always be prepared to 'think the unthinkable' if

we see or hear of something that doesn't seem right, no matter who it may refer to. We

have a duty of care to all those who come through our doors to ensure that they are
protected from abuse. This is not just about protecting children but also vulnerable adults.

There are times in our lives when any of us might, because of our circumstances, be seen

as vulnerable adults. Abuse can take many forms: physical; verbal; emotional; sexual;
financial and spiritual. Safeguarding is the responsibility of us all. If you are aware of, or

suspect this is happening you have a duty to report it, to protect that person from further

harm. We can't hope that someone else will notice and so look the other way. There are
notices up in church with relevant safeguarding contact details on them.

The diocesan safeguarding team asked all churches earlier in the year for any details of

previous historic allegations of abuse that may have occurred. The PCC were unaware of
any such cases and duly reported the same. I submitted our Safeguarding Risk

Assessment to the diocese as requested earlier in 2019.

A diocesan safeguarding training session was booked to be held at St Thomas' in May
and most of our PCC members were due to attend. Unfortunately this had to be cancelled

due to the COVID-19 lockdown. I am as yet unsure what future plans are, but there

seems to be a general drive towards delivering as much content as possible online.
Safeguarding training is church specific therefore unfortunately can't be carried over

from another organisation

DBS checks should have been rolled out for PCC members in 2019, but this didn't
happen. It is essential that this is carried out in the next couple of months. All checks are

strictly confidential and we will comply with data protection legislation.

We have not been made aware of any safeguarding issues over the last year, but must not
become complacent. The parish safeguarding handbook is at the back of church so that

anyone can refer to it if they feel the need.

Joy Swarbrick
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From the Archives

Reproduced below is the Vicar's Letter from
October 2005 discussing the 'problem' of the
church tower and the potential 'solution' of
allowing a mobile phone company to pay to install
a mast at the top. The mast and associated equipment were eventually installed on
17th December 2007, some photos of which are also shown. The equipment has all
long-since gone. In the grand scheme of things, that is to say, in the hundred year
lifetime of the tower, the mobile mast era was a rather short-lived one.

Dear Friends,

Some members of the Sunday congregations have been asking about the recent

newspaper article on the proposal to place a mobile telephone mast on the top of

the church tower. The proposal is at the planning stage and is being handled by

Orange and their surveyors. Eventually we expect that we shall have to go

through the Faculty procedure before anything can be installed. This is an

exhaustive process intended to ensure that everyone's questions are answered.

Having been approached by Orange, we responded positively because, as you all

should know by now, our application to demolish the tower was rejected after

strong local and national representations on the basis of its importance to the

local heritage. English Heritage in particular were emphatic that they would

oppose demolition, but were not prepared to fund restoration, and all other

exhaustive attempts to raise large amounts failed. I never tire of saying that local

people have been unstintingly generous in their support, but without the kind of

donation that English Heritage could offer, our position was going to be very

difficult indeed. After English Heritage's disappointing response to our funding

application, and certain that demolition was out of the question, I and the

wardens, and the PCC, faced, on your behalf, some tough decisions. Fortunately,

our surveyor, while agreeing that complete restoration (always our aim) was out of

the question in these circumstances, was able to suggest a much more modest

scheme which would involve rendering safe the most vulnerable part of the tower,

some slate louvering around the clock faces. This would mean that we were once

again able to use the tower.

Given that we are keeping the tower, it is gratifying that a discreet means of

earning money from it has been presented to us. We are taking advice and are

acting in the belief that at worst the health fears are unproven, and at best are

unfounded. The plans show that the mast and its associated equipment will not

in any way spoil the appearance of the tower. The most visible part will look like a

large flagpole, while the rest of the equipment will be pretty much hidden from

sight. We are discussing with Orange the possibility of them undertaking some

repair work themselves as part of the deal, and in any case they are at present
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offering us a starting rent of £4000 per year for twenty five years, with periodic

reviews built into the contract.

That is it really. Let me say in conclusion, that we have searched extensively and

been refused at every turn when looking for help from large donors, whether

charitable trusts or otherwise. Moreover, as the diocese begins to look at ways of

cutting its own costs, in conjunction with the Mission Action Planning initiative,

this proposal offers us the real possibility, by solving the tower problem, of

concentrating our efforts elsewhere, especially in the challenge to grow in

numbers and faithfulness.

The tower problem has been with us in its present phase for eight years. It has

always been a problem it seems, but it fell to us to deal with it and this we are

doing, decisively we hope, and with a real possibility of freeing financial and

human resources to proclaim the saving justice of God which is what we owe to

our community and which the bishop is expecting of us. As always, my sole

concern is to ensure the future of this parish, its buildings and worshipping

community as a living witness to the glory of God.

     Yours,

     Peter Law-Jones

photos by David Bennett




