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Pastoral Letter 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

Well, here we are again, back providing online services and looking at alternative forms of 
Lent programme. Lest anyone is wondering, we will be reviewing the situation regularly and 
aim to get back to being able to gather for worship just as soon as is safe to do so, though I 
suspect our online provision will continue alongside that regular worship in church. 
       These last months have been very instructive. One of the aspects of church life which 
interests me greatly is the issue of “believing without belonging” or how far one can be a 
Christian without any regular involvement in a congregation. Our experience of providing 
online worship is that far more people access it than attend conventional worship and we 
already knew that a substantial number of people come in each week to pray privately in 
the Lady Chapel. Now it may simply be that we are not doing the right things to attract 
them, but most of these people don’t seem greatly moved to become regular members of 
our congregation. Indeed, studies elsewhere suggest the existence of a very substantial 
number of non-congregational Christians, people who believe in God, pray, perhaps read 
the Bible, but don’t belong to a church congregation. Online worship has offered new 
possibilities for them to encounter God. 
         Yet at the same time most of us miss terribly being able to gather for worship in 
church. It is not just the physical acts of singing and praying together or even sharing in the 
sacrament of Holy Communion. It is the whole act of physically coming together as a 
community – meeting with other people and so on. Indeed, that has been the hardest 
problem during this latest lockdown. We knew that, if we opened for worship, we could 
make sitting and praying or receiving communion pretty safe, but people gathering to chat 
on their way out of church was a risk that we really couldn’t control. 
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       As, in the absence of a church treasurer, I have been keeping an eye on our finances, I 
have been struck by the contribution our various social activities, quiz night, beetle drive, 
Christmas Fair and so on make (or this year haven’t made) to the church finances, but 
equally by the fact that the part they play in bringing people together in shared activities is 
even more important. 
         Perhaps the answer to this paradox is partly offered in baptism? When we are baptised 
we start out on a pilgrimage following Jesus, who is the Way the Truth and the Life.  It is a 
journey which each of us has to follow for ourselves. Indeed the Baptists maintain you can 
only decide to begin it when you have reached a degree of maturity, which is why they 
don’t baptise babies.  For those churches, like ours, which do baptise babies and small 
children, parents and godparents promise to make the journey with the child until they are 
old enough to follow the Way on their own. But even when we are old enough to follow the 
Way for ourselves, we continue to need support, encouragement and guidance, whether 
that comes from Christian friends, the preaching of a local priest or minister or through 
reading the words and following the example of Christians of past ages. 
        God is always around us, but sometimes we need others to point him out to us. Jesus 
walks alongside us helping and encouraging, but often does so through some other person. 
We in our turn can help others on their way. 
         Each one of us is a child of God, travelling, if we so choose, home to our Father. We 
each have our own journey to make, but part of making that journey is helping our brothers 
and sisters in Christ on their journeys too. 

                 Yours in Christ, 
                 Chris Scargill 
Thank You       
       I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who have been kind enough to 
send their condolences on the death of my father Eddie. None of you knew him (he had 
given up travelling before we moved here), but your prayerful support, not to mention all 
the cards and the beautiful flowers, have been such a help to us, as we have come to terms 
with the loss of a very special person. We feel fortunate to be part of such a caring 
community. 
Chris Scargill 

 

 

 

 

 

As well as our website, we are on Facebook and YouTube! Use these to receive 

up to date information about online worship, upcoming services and local 

community events. Most smartphones have these apps already built in or you 

can google them on your home computer. If you are struggling to access us 

online, feel free to call the editor (Kaye) for support on the number below. 

Our next edition of No Doubt will be available from Sunday 7th March. The last 

day to submit your items for publication will be Friday 26th Feb. Anything 

sent after this date is welcome but may not be printed until the following edition. 

Email khazel82@gmail.com or call 07985278791 

This month’s cover photo: ‘Teasels’ @Parish Pump. 
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Forthcoming Services 
 

All online services will be streamed live on our Facebook page and afterwards uploaded to 
our YouTube channel St. Thomas’ Church, St Anne’s on Sea 
 
31st January: kept as the Presentation of Christ in the Temple 
11a.m. Parish Communion (online) 
 
7th February: 2nd Sunday before Lent (Creation Sunday) 
11a.m. Morning Worship (online) 
 
14th February: Sunday next before Lent 
11a.m. Morning Worship (online) 
 
17th February: Ash Wednesday 
A special pre-recorded service will be available on Facebook and YouTube. 
 
21st February: First Sunday in Lent 
11a.m. Morning Worship (online) 
 
28th February: Second Sunday in Lent 
11a.m. Morning Worship (online) 
 
7th March: Third Sunday in Lent 
11a.m. Morning Worship (online) 
 
Whether we can open church for worship will be reviewed regularly. If this becomes 
possible, the 11a.m.  Sunday services will be Parish Communion and there will be Holy 
Communion each Thursday at 10.30a.m. 
 

From the Registers                                     
 
Funerals took place for 
Sandra Moores (78) on the 7th January and 
Jean Ann Carrington (73) on the 2nd February   

Burial of Ashes 
 14th December 2020 Dorothy Yates (90) 

 



Lent Courses 
 

None of you will be surprised to know that there will not be a traditional style Lent course 
this year. However, the diocese have prepared a Lent devotional course for parishes. You 
can download the material, but they are also providing booklets and we have ordered a 
number.  
If you would like a copy to follow, please let a member of the ministry team know. For 
some years I have been using devotional material from the Society of St John the 
Evangelist, a U.S.A-based Anglican monastic order. They will be providing an online Lent 
course on prayer. This has the advantage for many of us that you don’t have to download 
anything each week. 
Once you register they send you an email with a link. They are also still able to provide a full 
range of services, come Holy Week, since, as a monastic community they count as a single 
household. Peter Watson has suggested possibly running a weekly zoom discussion group 
for those who would like to talk with others about this material or indeed the diocesan Lent 
course material. Contact Peter if you might be interested in this. 
 

 

Come, Pray. 

The Prayer I Need This Day 

After the last year in which churches around the world have been closed and congregations 

scattered, the SSJE Brothers invite you to “Come, Pray.” Join us in the receiving the daily gift 

of prayer – at home or wherever you find yourself. Across the weeks of Lent, listen in as 

Brothers discuss the rich and varied ways we pray, together in church and in our personal 

prayer. Then join us for worship, exploring a rich array of live-streamed services, culminating 

in the glories of Holy Week. “Come, pray in me the prayer I need this day.” 

The series is centered on a weekly 20-minute video and invites participants to explore 

and experience diverse prayer practices alongside the Brothers through joining our 

regular, live-streamed worship, special services, and online teachings. 



Parish Prayer Diary 

In our weekly prayer cycle we ask the Lord God our Father to bless and guide all those who 

live, work and worship in our parish. 

 

February 14th   Inner Promenade and Denford Avenue. Our Messy Church 

February 21st   Lindsay Avenue and Haymarket. Our Scouts, Cubs and Beavers. 

February 28th  Queen’s Manor, King Edward Avenue and Laverton Rd. Home Start.  

March 7th             Winston Avenue and Ripley Drive. Our flower arrangers, church      

                                            Cleaners and all those who look after the church building.       

Our Lady Chapel remains open during the hours of 10am-4pm. Any requests for the Prayer  

Tree should be directed to our vicar Chris. Should he be unavailable, one of our Licensed  

Lay Ministers will be happy to help.  

 



Magazine Accounts for 2020 

Despite the difficulties caused by COVID, and the consequential periods of church closure, 

the target for the year of ten editions of No Doubt were still produced, albeit with some of 

them having a rather thinner content than we would have liked. In total, 592 copies of the 

magazine were printed during the year, almost all of which were either sold, or given away 

to local care homes and nursing homes. Production costs, ie paper and printing, amounted 

to £369 in total. Income from sales and subscriptions brought in £403. Concerning 

advertising, although three of the businesses that had advertised with us in previous years 

elected to discontinue, nine others chose to carry on, producing an income of £840. Thus, 

overall, the net contribution to church funds from the magazine was approximately £874 for 

the year (compared with £950 for the previous year). Once again, we would like to thank all 

our readers, contributors and advertisers for their support in keeping the magazine going 

during these challenging times. 

Mandy and Ian Palmer (former editors) 
 

I have been receiving many calls, emails and texts over the past few weeks to welcome me 

to my new post as the editor of No Doubt. I would like to thank everyone for making me feel 

so welcome and I have really felt the spirit of kindness from you all. Everyone has also 

expressed their deepest thanks to Ian and Mandy for their contributions over the past years, 

especially from Edith Doyle who recognises that it is no mean feat to run a church 

magazine! Once again, many thanks to Ian and Mandy for all you have done and continue 

to do. Kaye 

 

 

Covid has been playing havoc with some of our regular church activities! Read 

on for an update about the 100 club from John.  

 

100 CLUB-COVID 19 

I thought that I ought to give an update on the latest position with regard to the current 

‘lockdown’ and how it will affect the 100 Club draws. I am currently unable to get access to 

the draw drum or numbered balls and I also can’t get cheques signed at the moment. 

I did the draws for July, August and September in October and intended to do the ones for 

October, November, December and January in January but that is not possible now. I just 

want to reassure all our members that we will not miss out on any draw and that I will make 

the draws for the missed months as soon as it is possible and safe to do so. Thank you for 

your support. 

John Davies 



New Book about the Squire who Squandered the Lytham Hall Estate 

 

 
A new book of great local interest has been published recently……… 

 
 Harry Clifton, Squire of Lytham: The Extraordinary Life of an English Eccentric by 

Peter D Watson (one of our Licensed Lay Ministers at St Thomas'), is a short biography of 
the man who was Squire of Lytham for half a century from the1928.  All the profits from the 
book are going to the Friends of Lytham Hall (who have published the book) to support 
Lytham Hall which is a charity.  Copies of the book, at a cost of £7.50, are available through 
the Friends of Lytham Hall, the Heritage Trust for the North West (that manages Lytham 
Hall on behalf of Lytham Town Trust) and Plackitt and Booth LTD bookshop. - See websites 
of all three for details of how to obtain a copy.   
The book will be on sale at Lytham Hall and in Lytham Heritage Centre when they are able 
to open again.  Contents of the book include many photographs of and amazing stories 
about the eccentric Squire who squandered the Lytham Hall Estate.  Peter has carried out 
extensive research to add to the information about Harry Clifton which is in The Clifton 
Chronicle by John Kennedy (now out of print).  Sara Scargill, our Vicar's wife, who is a 
professional genealogist, has also contributed valuable research to the book. 
 
 
 



 
 Harry Clifton died almost penniless in 
1979, having even sold the Lordship of the 
Manor of Lytham to James Hilton.  That 
was how the late Mr Hilton, who died in 
2019, became the Patron of St Thomas' 
Church. The Lord of the Manor of Lytham 
always had a say in the appointment of the 
local Church of England clergy through 
being Patron of the Living in 
several parishes.  However, when the 
Cliftons were Roman Catholics, they had to 
delegate that power.  Our present Patron 
is Mr Hilton's daughter Lady Katharine 
Bryan and her son Hugo Bryan has 
inherited the Lordship of the Manor.  Lady 
Katharine has not been able to visit us due 
to the Coronavirus pandemic.   
 

If Harry Clifton had not sold the Lordship 
and liquidated his estates, a member of 
the Clifton family would still have been our 

Patron now and the Guardian Assurance Company, who bought Lytham Hall from Harry 
Clifton in the 1960s, would not have come to Lytham. The Guardian had quite an effect on 
the development of Lytham.  For example, it is very unlikely a member of the Clifton family 
would have wanted houses built close to Lytham Hall like those of the Forest Drive estate 
that was built in the grounds surrounding the Hall.                                            (Above Harry 

Clifton circa 1930’s. To the left Harry Clifton on his last 
visit to Lytham Hall circa 1960. Below Lytham Hall 
now) 

Peter (tel: 729725) would like to know if anyone can 
remember when Harry Clifton was Patron of St 
Thomas'.  

 It seems unlikely Harry would have taken much 
interest in our Church.  He left the Roman Catholic 
Church in the 1940s and became an Anglican, so he 
could have been an active patron.  However, Harry 
was more interested in spiritualism and mysticism 
than in any Christian church. 

 
 



  



FROM THE ARCHIVES 
 
Below you can read the pastoral letter from the 
January 1941 edition of St Thomas' Parish Magazine. 
What is striking is that, with the alteration of perhaps 
just one or two sentences, it could be thought equally 
applicable to our situation today. 

 

My Dear Friends, 

This is to bring my New Year's greeting to you all. It will not be a long 

letter... 

In looking back over the past year we can take heart. It has been a 

time of great anxiety, when the fate not only of this country, but of 

the whole human race, seemed to be hanging in the balance. And yet 

we end the year with the universal feeling that the tide which had 

receded a long way has now turned. Surely we can see God's guiding 

hand in this. 

And in looking forward we are filled with the hope that sooner or 

later "No war or battail's sound shall be heard the world around." It 

may be achieved only after a long and strenuous conflict. In the 

meantime we shall have to face the loss of much we hold dear, but 

the nation is united as never before, and is moved by an inflexible 

determination that the world shall be freed from cruelty, slavery and 

fear. Hope is a Christian virtue. If we are hopeful in the Christian 

sense of the word, we shall not shut our eyes to facts, but we shall 

face them and live and think and work with the intense conviction 

that the goal and aim of life is what the Bible declares it to be. "Be 

tranquil in mind," says Saint Peter, "and hope to the end." 

In the Chapel of the Ascension there is a picture of Hope. She is 

storm-tossed in a little boat, she can find no anchorage in the 

waters, so she has boldly flung her anchor up through the heavens 

and has felt it grip there. 

May the New Year fill your heart and mind with quietness and 

confidence. 

      Your sincere Friend and Vicar, 

          HUGH G POTTER 

 

 



Second Sunday before Lent Lectionary Gospel John 1.1-14 

 

The Word Became Flesh 

 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was 

in the beginning with God.  All things came into being through him, and without him not one 

thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of 

all people.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  
 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  He came as a witness to testify to 

the light, so that all might believe through him.  He himself was not the light, but he came to 

testify to the light.  The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 

him.  He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him.  But to all who 

received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were 

born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of 

a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.  

 

                                                                                                       
The light shines in the darkness (John 
1.1-14) 
The Gospel reading explores key 

religious concepts including creation, 

Incarnation, redemption, fundamental 

questions about the origins of the 

universe, the existence of evil and the 

purposes of God. 

Commenting on the opening words of 

one of my favourite texts in the bible 

John 1.1-14, the Jesuit Anthony de 

Mello writes in his lovely book The 

Song Of The Bird, 'Look steadily at the 

darkness. It won't be long before you see the light. Gaze at things. It won't be long before 

you see the Word … And stop those frantic efforts to change flesh back into words. Words, 

words, words!' 

Many words have been written in the attempt to interpret and explain the meaning of this 

Gospel but there is a danger that in seeking to explain, to put meaning into words, we become 

distracted and fail to 'see the light'. 



As Christians, we often burden ourselves and one another with the expectation that we 

should be able to explain everything about our faith. Do we secretly feel embarrassed, even 

ashamed, when we are unable to put the doctrine of the Trinity into words?  Do we look to 

our clergy and lay ministers for a slick answer to the problem of pain and suffering?  St John 

in his Gospel deals with several interrelated and intellectually challenging concepts; however, 

they do not attempt to answer these questions in abstract philosophical, theological or 

scientific terms. Instead, they offer us a series of pictures and images which draw us into a 

new way of looking at them.                                                           (credit to Debbie Wood) 

 
 

 



 

Forget the mistake, remember the lesson. 

New Years day is the first blank page of a 365-page book, write a 

good one! 

No one can go back and make a brand new start, but we can all start 

now and make a brand new ending. 

Believe you can and you are halfway there. 

A smooth sea never made a skilled sailor. 

I’m not here to be average! 

F.A.I.L-First Attempt In Learning. 

If you fell down yesterday, stand up today. 

 



CROSSWORD                           
 

Across 

1 ‘Again Peter denied it, and at that moment a — began to crow’ 
(John 18:27) (4) 
3 Fetters (Job 33:11) (8)  
8 Perform on a musical instrument (1 Samuel 16:23) (4)  
9 Paul describes it as ‘the third heaven’ (2 Corinthians 12:2–4) (8)  
11 Loyally (Deuteronomy 11:13) (10)  
14 Hens? Me? (anag.) (6)  
15 Not visible (Matthew 6:6) (6)  
17 Predicted site of the final great battle (Revelation 16:16) (10)  
20 Jacob’s youngest son (Genesis 35:18) (8)  

21 One of Zophar’s eleven sons (1 Chronicles 7:36) (4) 
22 For example, London, Paris, Rome (8)  
23 United Society for the Propagation of the Gospel (1,1,1,1) 
 
Down 
1 Favourite church activity: Fellowship round a — — — (3,2,3)  
2 Divinely bestowed powers or talents (8)  
4 Pile together (1 Thessalonians 2:16) (4,2)  
5 Commanded to justify (John 8:13) (10) 
6 Timothy’s grandmother (2 Timothy 1:5) (4)  
7 Killed (Psalm 78:34) (4)  

10 One of Graham Kendrick’s best-known songs, — — King (3,7)  
12 Indecency (Mark 7:22) (8)  
13 Unceasing (Jeremiah 15:18) (8)  
16 He prophesied ‘the abomination that causes desolation’ (Matthew 
24:15) (6)  
18 British Board of Film Classification (1,1,1,1)  
19 Pans (anag.) (4) 
 
 
 

Answers towards the back 
 

If you are feeling the winter blues, just remember…….change is on the horizon and so close 
you can almost smell it! 

 

“ Science has never drummed up quite as effective a tranquilizing agent as a sunny spring 

day.” 

“Finally my winter fat is gone. Now I have spring rolls!” 

“Spring, a lovely reminder of just how beautiful change can be” 



 

 Seen on a birthday card: 

Forget about the past, 
You can’t change it. 
Forget about the future, 
You can’t predict it. 
Forget about the present, 
I didn’t buy you one. 

Fall down: One way to find out if you’re old is 
to fall in front of a group of people. If they 
laugh, you’re young. If they panic and start 

running toward you, you’re old. 

 

Laughter Lines 

• What do you call a nun with a washing machine on her head? Sister Matic. 

• Why should you never play sports in the jungle? There’s always a cheetah. 

• What’s orange and sounds like a parrot? A carrot. 

• Did you hear about the two guys that stole a calendar? They each got six months. 

• Excerpt from actual witness statement court documents: Prosecutor: How fast was the 

car coming towards you? Witness: I am not a thermometer so I cannot tell you the 

speed limit. 

• I wondered why the frisbee was getting bigger, then it hit me! 

• What did the pirate say when he turned 80? Aye Matey! 

• Two cows are standing in a field. One says to the other, are you worried about mad 

cow disease? Not at all, replies the other, I’m a helicopter! 

 

Disperse them: 

A young clergyman, fresh out of training, thought it would help him better understand the 
harsh realities his future congregations faced if he first took a job as a policeman for several 
months. He passed the physical examination; then came the oral exam to test his ability to 
act quickly and wisely in an emergency.  Among other questions he was asked, “What 
would you do to disperse a frenzied crowd?” 

He thought for a moment and then said, “I would pass an offering plate.” He got the job. 



 

 



 

School News  
 

The sudden announcement of the latest 

national lockdown at 8 pm on Monday 8th 

January affected everyone’s lives, of 

course, but its effect on the education 

system was particularly extreme. That day 

had been an Inset day at our school, with 

the children due back in their classrooms 

on Tuesday, and now staff, parents and 

children (those who hadn’t already gone 

to bed) had just a few hours to prepare 

themselves for – to quote Monty Python - 

something completely different. A flurry of 

guidelines from the DFE about which 

children could still go in, and what schools would be expected to do for those who couldn’t, 

started to appear as the evening went on. At this point, a decision was made to keep the 

school closed on Tuesday, giving the teaching staff the luxury of a whole day to set up a 

completely new platform to support home learning, while senior leaders waded through the 

regulations to work out which children would be allowed in the following day. Meanwhile, 

our school families were waiting anxiously at home to find out the answer to the very same 

question.  

 

It is a tribute to everyone’s dedication, determination and sheer hard work that a system was 

soon in place to care for and educate both the children in school (approximately a third of 

the usual number) and those at home. Therein lies the difficulty, of course: effectively 

running two schools with the staffing for one. Flexibility, teamwork and goodwill – from staff, 

parents and children – are making it work, but at a cost. Please continue to keep all members 

of our school community in your prayers as they face what I think is the hardest situation I 

have ever seen in all my years of teaching.  

 

There are, of course, still many things to celebrate. Readers of last month’s magazine will 

know about the school’s “Secret Santa” initiative with the Delaheys care home, where each 

of our staff members bought a present for one of the residents. The gifts were duly delivered 

just before Christmas and received with great excitement. Judging from the comments we 

have had from the care home staff, the residents and even some of their relatives, this simple 

idea clearly brought a great deal of joy. The pictures say it all!  

 



  

 



 

 

  



 

We often have reasons to be proud of 

our staff’s individual efforts too and our 

current “Star of the week” is Year 1 

teacher Karen Eaves who, last 

September, became the first person in 

the WORLD to receive an injection in 

the Novavax vaccine trial! Mrs Eaves 

has had first hand experience of the 

effect of Covid on the lives of clinically 

vulnerable people through her son, 

Sam, who has Type 1 Diabetes, so when 

she saw the appeal for volunteers, she 

knew she had to help. She is pictured 

here with local GP Rebecca Clark, who 

led the study in our area. The recent 

news of Novavax’s success is a salutary 

reminder that, without people like her, who are prepared to put themselves on the line for 

others, we would not have the “light at the end of tunnel” that these vaccines are offering. 

Well done Mrs Eaves and your fellow volunteers – and thank you! 

 

And finally … at the end of last term we had a 

chance to celebrate many years of devoted  

service to our school as our longest-serving 

member of staff Mrs Pam Harkin retired from 

her job as lunchtime welfare assistant. 

Originally applying for a general “dinner lady” 

post with the hope of working at Heyhouses, 

where her children went to school, Mrs Harkin 

came to St Thomas’s on a day’s trial in 1990 - 

and ended up staying for thirty years! During 

that time she has worked with seven different 

headteachers and her cheerful yet 

unassuming presence has been one of the 

constants in the ever-changing life of our 

school. It will certainly not be the same 

without her, but she takes with her our good 

wishes and thanks, not only from the staff, but 

from those countless children (and in some 

cases children’s children) to whose lives she has made a very real difference over so many  

years.                                                                                                              (Credit to Mandy Palmer) 



 

            

 

  



Wordsearch for February 

February opens with Candlemas – the naming of Jesus in the temple. Simeon and Anna 

praised God to see the promised Messiah, sent by a loving God to save his people.   February 

also celebrates the love between a man and woman: Valentine cards and romance abound.  

‘Love’ as in social compassion is also remembered: Fair Trade fortnight, Holocaust Memorial 

Day, World Leprosy Day, and National Nest Box Week.... Love is truly needed by everyone! 

 

Naming                Christ               Candlemas         Simeon                  Leprosy 
Anna                     Temple           Love                         Valentine             Holocaust 
Coffee                   Banana           Chocolate               Justice 
Poverty                 Nest box        Marriage                 Wedding 

 
 

 



 

 



One of our Licensed Lay Readers, Elizabeth O’Connor, produces a regular “Thought for the 

week” article for Facebook and the website. Here is one of her recent reflections.  

I don’t know about you but there definitely seem to have been a lot more strong winds 

around here these last months or so. A lot fiercer than usual too. Yes, there is the phrase 

“Breezy Blackpool” which is used for our neighbour, and yes, we are on the coast, but ….  

It’s hard to do anything outside when these winds are in full force and going for a walk is a 

real challenge. Then there is the possible damage to property that happens too – fences, 

roofs, some plants in the garden to mention but a few issues. The power and damage can 

seem somewhat frightening and /or awesome depending on how you look at it. We seem so 

limited and powerless in the face of it. 

You could say that it’s been a bit the same way for us in our lives over the last year. Living 

with the storm waves of the pandemic and its effects. There is a sense of battening down the 

hatches and realising our vulnerability in the face of it. Yet the fact is, if we care to see it, we 

are never alone and, by the grace and love of God, can know the promise of His presence 

with us through thick and thin. 

May we hold fast to that anchor of life and truth in calm or storm, in the strength and love of 

God, and so let that message of hope be shown to others. 

Thanks be to you for the gifts you give me  

Each day, each night, on sea and land. 

Each weather, fair, calm or wild, 

For your eye watching over me, 

For each hour, its ebb, its flow,  

For your arm comforting me : 

For each gift thanks be to you, 

The best gift is yourself to me. 

May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you, 

wherever He may send you.  

May He guide you through the wilderness, 

protect you from the storm. 

May He bring you home rejoicing  

at the wonders He has shown you . 

May He bring you home rejoicing  

once again into our doors. 



THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY 

  

The July 2020 box collection was deferred until end of October when we went into 
lockdown for a second time but was finally completed and money banked in December. 
Despite people using less cash when shopping and being asked to use their credit/debit 
cards more often, some money made its way to our house boxes, and I banked the fabulous 
amount of £554.03! An additional £267.25 in donations makes a grand total of 
£821.28. What a fantastic result. 
Our next date for the boxes to be collected should be July, so there is a little less time for 
donations to be made, but whatever you can afford to give will be greatly appreciated by 
the charity which cares for vulnerable children. At this challenging time they are still 
providing support to many children with mental illness problems and children from migrant 
families. 
If anyone else would like to have a house box to save their coins in to help the Children’s 
Society, please contact me by phone or see me in church on a Sunday morning when the 
restrictions are lifted once more. 
             
Aileen Williamson 725600                                     (count me in please Aileen! Kaye) 
  

Puzzle Answers 

 
                                                                   

Doing puzzles can reduce stress, boost your 
mood, improve your mental health and 
prevent memory problems developing as 
we get older.  During lockdown why not 
grab a puzzle book and a glass of water and 
give your brain a boost. You can phone a 
friend to exchange answers or ask for 
advice about a tricky question! 
 



 



Notes from the Editor 

What a month January was! There was so much build up through December towards 

Christmas and a tantalising hope of being able to spend some much needed time with our 

loved ones. I don’t think anyone anticipated that we would be starting the New Year the 

same way that we spent most of 2020! 

For those that may not know, I work full time providing support across the Fylde Coast for 

people affected by stroke. This normally involves a lot of face to face work, group activities, 

events, hospital visits and so on. I was based in a small office with 6 other girls all doing 

similar things. We were always busy, always with other people and being sociable was part 

of our job. For the past 11 months, we have been working from home trying to do what we 

can via phone calls and online meetings, but I can’t wait to get back out there! The news 

about Mrs Eaves having the new vaccine really helped to lift my spirits and bring that hope 

another step closer for myself, our children and many vulnerable people out there. 

 I have also had my son Finneus at home with me for a large portion of the past 12 months 

and as much as I may try, I just don’t hold the right amount of knowledge about Minecraft 

games or You Tube entertainers to fully replace his friends from school. To his credit, he has 

been getting on great with his home school work and I have only caught him Googling the 

answers to things once or twice.  

Taking on the magazine has certainly given me something else to focus on during this third 

lockdown and I do hope that you all enjoy it. It has tested my IT skills somewhat and I 

realised fairly quickly that I may not be as ‘tech savvy’ as I used to think! I promise…..it will 

improve with practice.  

I have had a couple of phonecalls regarding getting copies distributed/making payments. If 

you are concerned that you may miss out or need a delivery, please call me and I can 

arrange this no problem. I hope you can all manage to bear with me while I learn the ropes. 

Mandy and Ian have been a fantastic support and I hope I do them proud.  

I shall leave you with this photo of a delicious pecan pie I made at New Year…..and another 

photo of what happened when I tried to slice it. If I could start 2021 with one piece of 

advice it would be to never underestimate the impact of a soggy bottom!!! 

  


