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Pastoral Letter 

Dear Friends, 

The Resurrection can seem like the end of the story, the completion of the 

story of Jesus – which is often what we think of the Gospels as being: an 
account of his life and works. Yet the Easter story is left curiously unfinished. 

Mark tells of the women finding the empty tomb and the women’s vision of a 

young man in white (an angel? A symbol of future believers?) who tells them 
Jesus is risen. Some versions of Mark have more, but these seem to be later 

additions.  

John has the curious story of the breakfast by the lake, apparently glued on as 
if the writer had forgotten it until the last minute. Matthew has the risen Jesus 

commissioning the disciples “Go out and make disciples of all the nations...” 

and then just stops. Luke, the most self-consciously literary of all the Gospel 
writers, has Jesus ascending into heaven, but that is clearly a prelude to part 2 

of his work, what we now call the Acts of the Apostles. It’s all rather 

unsatisfactory. We’re left with a lot of loose ends. 
But perhaps that is the point. The story doesn’t end with Jesus rising from the 

dead, indeed the story hasn’t ended at all. As Mark hints and Matthew explicitly 
states, the story continues as we, the Church, go out to proclaim the Good 

News of Christ’s victory over sin and death and invite others to share that 

victory.  
As Luke tells in his part 2, the risen Jesus may have ascended into heaven, but 

he remains active in the world through his Body the Church, now empowered 
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by the Holy Spirit. And that curious little story at the end of John surely 
reminds us (as the Road to Emmaus story does) that we can continue to 

experience the risen Lord in our midst through the sacrament of Holy 

Communion. 
When the Soviet Union came to an end in the 1990s some writers and pundits 

talked of “the end of history” - which just goes to show even very clever people 

can say breathtakingly stupid things sometimes! Their thinking was that the 
world had arrived at a stage where liberal democratic capitalism had become 

the norm for human society and that, they seemed to think, was the ultimate 

triumph of human achievement. Of course, things didn’t work out like that.  
There is the ongoing environmental crisis, there has been the rise of militant 

fundamentalist Islam, the rise of populism, the financial crisis of 2007-8 and 

the Covid pandemic we continue to live through. In our own lives, we may 
develop an illness, a loved one may die, a friend may move away. They tell us 

that the idea of a job for life is now gone and our young people (and possibly 

not so young people) will have several major changes of career during their 
working life. Annoying as it may be for some of us, the world doesn’t just keep 

changing. It changes faster and faster. 

In the March magazine, I wrote of how the Covid pandemic had forced us to 
pause and take stock about what we do as a church community. Which 

activities can we restart and which must we mothball for the time being or 

even allow to fade away?  At the April P.C.C. we decided to keep the current 
pattern of worship until the end of June, by which time restrictions should have 

ended.  

This is not because we feel that the present pattern of alternate Sundays of 
Holy Communion and Morning Worship is one we necessarily want to retain in 

the long term, but because we need time to reflect on what that long term 

pattern should be. The services for ordination and for the induction of a new 
vicar speak of the faith the Church “is called to proclaim afresh in each 

generation”. The world will keep changing. Its needs and its worries and its 
understandings of life will keep changing and so the ways we experience and 

express our faith need to be open to change too. Christianity isn’t a completed 

story we look back to. It is an ongoing story we are part of. 
As I said last month, Easter is closely associated with the Old Testament story 

of the Exodus. Crossing the Red Sea was not the end of the Exodus. The people 

of Israel then spend years on the way to the Promised Land, during which time 

they learn a good deal about their relationship with God. The Resurrection is 

the beginning of a process of God renewing the world and remaking humanity. 

By being involved in that remaking, we are remade ourselves. The story keeps 
moving onward. To play our part in the Resurrection, we cannot stand still, but 

must move onward with it. 

Yours in Christ, 
        Chris Scargill 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forthcoming Services 

May 2nd 5th Sunday of Easter 
11a.m. Parish Communion 

 

May 6th 
10.30a.m. Holy Communion 

 

May 9th 6th Sunday of Easter (Start of Christian Aid Week). Rogation 
Sunday 

11a.m. Morning Worship 

 
May13th Ascension Day 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion 

 
May 16th 7th Sunday of Easter. Sunday after the Ascension 

11a.m. Parish Communion 

 

May 20th St Alcuin 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion 

 
May 23rd Pentecost 

11a.m. Parish Communion 

 
May 27th 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion 

 
May 30th Trinity Sunday 

11a.m. Morning Worship 

            followed by the Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

As well as our website, we are on Facebook and YouTube! Use these to receive 

up to date information about online worship, upcoming services and local 

community events. Most smartphones have these apps already built in or you 

can google them on your home computer. If you are struggling to access us 

online, feel free to call the editor (Kaye) for support on the number below. 

Our next edition of No Doubt will be available from Sunday 6th June. The 

last day to submit your items for publication will be Friday 28th May. 

Anything sent after this date is welcome but may not be printed until the 

following edition.  

Email khazel82@gmail.com or call 07985278791. 

This month’s cover photo: ‘Mouse with Cherry Blossom’ @Parish Pump. 
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June 3rd Corpus Christi 
10.30a.m. Holy Communion 

 

June 6th 1st Sunday after Trinity 
11a.m. Parish Communion. 

 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting 30th May 2021 

Our Annual Vestry Meeting for the election of Churchwardens and our Annual 

Parochial Church Meeting will be held in church after the morning service on 

Sunday 30th May.  

Any nominations for the office of churchwarden (all candidates must be on the 

electoral roll) should be notified to the Vicar in advance of the meeting. If you 

would normally be responsible for producing a report for an organisation, 

committee or group within the church community, could you please submit a 

report for 2020 (even if it only says “We didn’t do anything because of Covid”) 

in advance to Mark Rutherford our secretary (email: nog123@btinternet.com). 

This is so he can circulate reports to the congregation prior to the meeting 

which speeds things up considerably as we are still supposed to keep the APCM 

as brief as possible.  

 

Parish Prayer Diary 

May 2nd      Shalbourn Road and Lancaster Avenue. Our Pastoral Care Team. 

          

May 9th  Hornby Road and East Bank Road. St Thomas's Primary School:        

staff, pupils, parents and governors. 

May 16th Park Road and Richmond Road. Arnold King Edward and Queen 

Mary School. 

May 23rd     Cartmell Road and Riley Avenue. Clifton Primary School. Clifton    

Nursery. 

 

May 30th   Lima Road, Wentworth Mews and Sunningdale Court.   

St Annes College Grammar School. 



Church Flowers for May                                                
 

2nd May    John Hare 

 
9th May    Tom Williamson 

 

16th May   Margaret Erwin in memory of Anthony 
 

23rd May   Vacant 

 
30th May   Vacant 

 

6th June    Aileen and Eric Williamson 
 

If you wish to sponsor the flowers on these dates, please telephone me on 

728179. If I don't hear from people on the rota, I will assume they don't wish 
to sponsor flowers at this time. I welcome anyone who wishes to sponsor 

flowers or fill a vacancy.  

Thank you, Glenys Markland. 
 

 

 
 



INCUMBENT’S REPORT 2020 

  

It is, I think, what Jane Austen would have called “a truth universally 

acknowledged” that 2020 was a year unlike any other in any of our 

recollection. If one turns to the March magazine of that year my 

letter speaks of using Lent to examine what we do as a church, asking whether 

there are better ways to do what we do and what things need doing which we 

are not doing.  

By the 15th of March some of the older members of the congregation were 

telling me they were planning to go into semi-isolation because of Covid 19, 

while by the time Mothering Sunday came round on the 22nd of March, we were 

looking at doing an on line service from a church that was closed for public 

worship.  

I think few of us realised even then that the next service in St Thomas’ Church 

(if one leaves aside the saying of the daily Morning Prayer) would be our 

Patronal Festival on the first Sunday of July. Since then, until the present, we 

have still only been able to hold worship in a restricted “Covid safe” fashion 

and have had two further periods in November-December and through much of 

January and February 2021 when worship could only be offered remotely. 

That said, the worshipping life of St Thomas’ has continued, and we have found 

a variety of new ways of operating. Who would have thought two years ago 

that our parish Facebook page would become, for many, the way they regularly 

accessed worship or that we would have our own YouTube channel for 

offering on-line worship, devotional materials and worship and Bible stories 

aimed at children. 

As the weather improved with the approach of summer, we offered prayer 

walks through the church grounds linked to Pentecost, Creation and similar 

themes. From the summer we were able to re-open the Lady Chapel for private 

prayer and though keeping it Covid-safe presented a challenge, the extra effort 

has proved to be well worth it as people unable to access public worship have 

gone in to offer their own prayers. 

The magazine at first went entirely online, but gradually reappeared as a paper 

publication and, though pastoral visiting and home communions have been 

largely impossible, members of the ministry team have endeavoured to ensure 

that none of our congregation would be left isolated while leaflets 

containing forms of service for Sundays have been distributed to those who 

don’t have access to the internet.  

The congregation as a whole have also proved very good at keeping in contact 

with each other, though some have not yet felt able to return to worship in 

church a year later. 

Sadly our work with children has been worst hit, with Messy Church and Youth 

Group having to close, school and nursery no longer being able to come into 

church for worship, and restrictions on singing and movement making effective 

all age worship problematic. That said, the Pet service went ahead taking on 



some of the more informal aspects of our harvest services and some of our 

younger families came together for a very effective Christingle service. 

In the summer some of our families got together to do some really effective 

work tidying the church grounds for which we are extremely grateful and, 

though much of our income from hall rentals has disappeared, we have had 

enough money to pay for the rotting flagpole to be removed from the tower 

and its replacement by a new lightning conductor.  

With no social activities or fundraising since March 2020 and long periods 

where we have had no services, our income has inevitably been hit. However 

the generosity of our congregation members has meant that we have remained 

financially solvent and were able to pay such a high proportion of the parish 

share that the diocese have deemed it paid in full. 

2021 will have its challenges. We still worship under a regime of Covid 

restrictions and our social and fund raising activities will once again be limited. 

Inevitably our attendance levels are lower than they had been, though we hope 

and pray that gradually people will return.  

However, we know we have come through a very difficult year and we face the 

future with optimism and determination. 

 

 



 



Easter at St Thomas’ Church 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Credit to Joy Swarbrick and Kaye Houston for photos 



The 100 Club 

I am sorry it has taken so long to catch up with the 'monthly' draws due to 

Covid, thank you for your continued patience. Please bear with me as I have a 

lot of cheques to write and will let the winners (which, sadly doesn't include 

me) have them as soon as I can.  

Best wishes, John.  

 
100 CLUB SUMMARY – OCT 2020 TO APL 2021 

 

04/10 £40 14 JOS HOYLE 

£10 56 TIM SMITH 

11/10 £40 88 KATH ASQUITH 

£10 42 GLENYS MARKLAND 

18/10 £40 10 PAT RAYNOR 

£10 62 WENDY MUTTON 

25/10 £40 87 ANGELA JACQUES 

£10 81 CAROL WOODS 

01/11 £40 93 VAL JENNINGS 

£10 18 CAROLE HARRISON 

08/11 £40 61 DOROTHY NOTMAN 

£10 29 BERYL HINDLEY 

15/11 £40 32 HEATHER BLACKMAN 

£10 27 EILEEN McGUCKIN 

22/11 £40 06 WENDY BUCKLER 

£10 01 ANTHONY RAYNOR 

29/11 £40 50 JENNIFER BLACKMAN 

£10 13 PAMELA DAVIES 

06/12 £40 79 MARIE WILLIAMS 

£10 11 MARION MOORHOUSE 

13/12 £40 27 EILEEN McGUCKIN 

£10 03 LILLIAN HAWORTH 

20/12 £40 84 ERIC WILLIAMSON 

£10 81 CAROL WOODS 

27/12 £40 49 EDDIE NICHOLAS 

£10 03 LILLIAN HAWORTH 

03/01 £40 50 JENNIFER BLACKMAN 

£10 51 WENDY MUTTON 

10/01 £40 31 IAN PINCHES 

£10 84 ERIC WILLIAMSON 

17/01 £40 36 MICHAEL NOTMAN 

£10 89 PEGGY WOLSTENHOLME 

24/01 £40 83 AILEEN WILLIAMSON 

£10 32 HEATHER BLACKMAN 

31/01 £40 64 MARIE WILLIAMS 

£10 25 TIM SMITH 

07/02 £40 62 WENDY MUTTON 

£10 14 JOS HOYLE 

14/02 £40 26 MOLLIE SHARP 

£10 28 ANDY MEADOWS 

21/02 £40 72 TOM WILLIAMSON 

£10 93 VAL JENNINGS 

28/02 £40 41 MYLES DAVIES 

£10 07 DOREEN CROASDALE 

07/03 £40 64 MARIE WILLIAMS 

£10 01 ANTHONY RAYNOR 

 

14/03 £40 87 ANGELA JACQUES 



£10 93 VAL JENNINGS 

21/03 £40 66 GRAEME DUGUID 

£10 92 VERA TODD 

28/03 £40 31 IAN PINCHES 

£10 42 GLENYS MARKLAND 

04/04 £40 64 MARIE WILLIAMS 

£10 36 MICHAEL NOTMAN 

11/04 £40 39 KAY POWELL 

£10 25 TIM SMITH 

18/04 £40 92 VERA TODD 

£10 30 BARRY EVANS 

25/04 £40 01 ANTHONY RAYNOR 

£10 18 CAROLE HARRISON

I appreciate these may be a little difficult to read in this format. If you have any queries, please don’t 

hesitate to contact myself or John- Kaye 

Christian Aid Week 

Christian Aid Week is Sun 9th May to Sun 16th May 2021. Envelopes will be 

out in Church between those days, please return them to our collection plate. 
There will be no street or house to house 

collections in Lytham St Annes this year. 
The local Christian Aid group is 

disbanding after this Christian Aid Week 

as Liz Stone is retiring and there is no 
one who has volunteered to lead it in her 

place.  

Much has changed in the way people 
give with the use of the internet, mobile phones, standing orders and direct 

debit. Covid has hastened a change with regard to house to house and street 

collections which has been gradually coming for some time. 
Peter Watson (St Thomas' Christian Aid Rep.) 

 

“This climate crisis hurts us all. But people living in poverty fight the worst of it 
every day. 

From drought to flooding, climate change robs people of control over their 

lives. Extreme weather means people like Rose are struggling to survive 
without a reliable source of water. 

Your gift could help a community build an earth dam, so when the rains do 

come, they will have the water they need to live. A reliable source of water will 

help families withstand long drought or relentless rainstorms. 

Every envelope. Every gift. Every challenge can change lives.” 

www.christianaid.org.uk 



 



From the Archives 

 

Times Gone By 

A little snippet from our parish magazine of May 1966 (just before England won the 
World Cup!) 55 years ago... 

Croquet Club 

On 15th March a meeting of interested parishioners decided to form a 

Croquet Club for St Thomas' members who would like to play or learn to 

play croquet during the summer months. The vicar has very kindly made 

his lawn available and a croquet set is being obtained. The date of opening 

will be announced shortly and intending members should put their names 

on a list which will be displayed in the church porch. The annual 

subscriptions will be 2s 6d plus 6d per week during the season and should 

be paid to 

Mr J R Sutcliffe or Mr H Dobson. 

 

From the Archives 

The following cutting is taken from the 
Lytham St Annes Express published on 12th May 2011. 
Our blanket knitters continued apace after this and 
reached the one thousand mark in July 2015. Excellent 
work! 

 



What It Means To Be The Church 

Part 2 following on from part one in March 

This dissatisfaction with organised congregational religion by those who 

continue to claim a faith in God fits in with what was found by the Soul of 

Britain survey at the beginning of the 21st century, which found that 76 

percent of the population were likely to admit to having had a religious or 

spiritual experience, though less than ten percent went to church on any 

regular basis.  

The late Dr David Hay, who headed the Soul of Britain project, told the Tablet 

in an interview: "Religion tends to be associated with what is publicly available, 

churches, Bibles, prayer books, religious officials, weddings and funerals. It 

also regularly includes uncomfortable associations with boredom, narrow-

mindedness and being out of date, as well as more disconcerting links with 

bigotry, cruelty, and persecution... 

Spirituality is almost always seen as 

much warmer, associated with love, 

inspiration, wholeness, depth, 

mystery and with personal 

devotions like prayer and 

meditation." 

Nor is this a new idea. As long ago 

as the 1840s, the theologian F D Maurice penned the well-known lines "... the 

one thought which possesses me most at this time and, I may say, has always 

possessed me, is that we have been dosing our people with religion when what 

they want is not this but the Living God."  

It is of course a principle deeply rooted in the Christian tradition that we were 

made in God's image and Christ came into the world to restore that image in 

us. The Orthodox theologian Olivier Clément writes "The human vocation is to 

fulfil one's humanity by becoming God through grace, that is to say by living to 

the full. It is to make of human nature a glorious 

temple," and he goes on to quote Basil of Caesarea: 

"The human being is an animal who has received the 

vocation to become God." 

This of course means that being a Christian is far more 

than the mere practice of a religion. It is to allow God 

to transfigure every aspect of our life. This includes 

our relationships and our work. 

Christ himself summarises the Law as to love God and 

to love one's neighbour, while, to turn to another form 

of relationship, both Common Worship and before that 

the Alternative Service Book, tell us that marriage is a gift of God in creation 

and a means by which the man and woman may know his grace.  



This can be seen as applying to all marriages, not simply ones between 

Christians or where the wedding takes place in the 

context of a Christian ceremony. The House of 

Bishops declared in 1999: "Marriage is a gift of 

God in creation; and the marriage of unbelievers is 

as real, and often as enduring, as the marriage of 

believers. The words 'till death us do part' are not 

a special religious ideal; they describe the form of 

relationship that God has given to human beings 

as a natural endowment." 

This theology of marriage was contradicted by a 

perhaps ill-thought-through statement by the bishops in early 2020 and is of 

course challenged by current Church of England teaching on same sex 

marriage, but, as it stands, it is one of the few places where the hierarchy of 

even a part of the Church explicitly accepts the notion of divine grace operating 

outside the boundaries of the Church's ministry − indeed outside the boundary 

of the community of believers. Moreover, in doing so they are being utterly 

faithful to Pauline teaching on the nature of marriage, as expressed in 1 

Corinthians 7 and Ephesians 5. 

The 1891 encyclical of Pope Leo XIII, Rerum 

Novarum, developed the idea that work too is a gift 

of God in creation, in fact innate in human nature, 

rather than being, as earlier Christian tradition 

argued, the result of the Fall. We are made in the 

image of a Creator God and our true vocation is as 

co-creators. William Temple (Archbishop of 

Canterbury 1942-4) wrote "The commission given 

to the Church is that it carry out the purpose of 

God... [Christians] should belong to it in order to 

take [their] share in the great work, the fulfilment 

of God's work in this world and beyond it... If we 

belong to the Church with such a purpose and hope 

as this, we are obliged to ask concerning every field of human activity what is 

the purpose of God for it." 

If a fundamental part of being a Christian is to allow one's self to be reshaped 

by the Holy Spirit into the likeness of Christ, rather than to adhere to a 

particular ecclesiastical organisation, and that faith is principally expressed and 

explored in relationships with others and in daily life, rather than necessarily in 

worship within a gathered congregation, then the non-congregational Christian 

begins to make sense as a concept and 'believing without belonging' ceases to 

be problematic.  

 



However, if this is the case, what is the Church 

actually for, and can it have a future? 

The answer may lie in the idea of the Church as 

the whole community of those who profess and 

call themselves Christians, all those who are on 

the spiritual journey which begins with baptism, 

wherever they may be on that journey, rather 

than as an institution or formal association of 

believers. Bishop Gordon Mursell, in his book 

Praying in Exile writes "The pool of Siloam, in the story of the man born blind, 

is often understood to represent the waters of baptism (though that makes 

sense only so long as we see baptism as not simply admission into an 

ecclesiastical institution, but as an invitation to accompany Jesus on the 

journey of a lifetime)... Siloam invites us into a different way of seeing the 

world around us and ourselves too." 

This vision of the Church recognises that all the baptised have embarked upon 

the Christian pilgrimage, while accepting that we are all at different stages in 

that pilgrimage and are travelling at different speeds, echoing the dictum of 

the great 17th century Anglican theologian Richard Hooker that "men remain in 

the visible Church till they utterly renounce the profession of Christianity." 

Then within that pilgrim community there would be those, both ordained and 

lay, who commit themselves more fully to prayer and witness and whose 

calling is to support the members of the wider community on their journey, the 

faithful 'church people', together ministering to all those of God's children who 

are willing to accept that ministry. Such a vision of God calling all into a 

relationship with him, but within that calling some to the particular vocation of 

acting as witnesses and guides, of aiding others along the way while continuing 

on the journey themselves, fits well with the Old Testament vision of Israel as 

a witness to the nations, whose vocation is to call the Gentiles to God, which is 

found in Exodus 19:5-6, in Isaiah 43 and 49. Indeed, I would argue, it fits with 

the commission given by the risen Christ to Peter.  

If, when Peter affirms his 

love for Christ, he is given 

the instruction "Feed my 

sheep," then surely that 

means all who claim to love 

Christ should also feed his 

sheep − presumably 

everyone else, for who else 

could it mean? 

 

 



Arguably the development of monasticism in the fourth to sixth centuries 

contributed to the idea that to be a true Christian one's life must be separate 

from the world and the tendency to regard secular activity as offering, at best, 

a second-class route to God. Ironically, however, an adaptation of the monastic 

ideal of the Christian community, maintaining a rhythm of prayer and worship, 

could provide a base from which the Church can reach out into the world. Each 

congregation can be a community of witness and prayer, offering support and 

gracious hospitality to all on their spiritual journey, whether or not they wish to 

become committed members with us. At the same time, each member of a 

local church community can fulfil a calling to bear the peace and holiness of 

God out into the world. Each may be someone in whom others, whether 

Christian pilgrim or informal searcher, may encounter God. 

We must however look beyond the temptation to focus on building up 'our 

club'. We exist, as William Temple famously reminded us, for the benefit of 

those who are not members. 

Credit Chris Scargill 

What a brilliant article, it has certainly raised some food for thought. Thanks Chris!- Kaye 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Puzzles 

Crossword Clues                                 
Across 
1 Sense of right and wrong (1 

Corinthians 8:7) (10) 

7 Coming (John 11:17) (7) 
8 ‘All I have is — , and all you have is 

mine’ (John 17:10) (5) 

10 Smarten (Acts 9:34) (4) 
11 Hold back (Job 9:13) (8) 

13 Member of the Society of Friends 

(6) 
15 At ague (anag.) (6) 

17 Citizen of the Greek capital (8) 

18 So be it (Galatians 6:18) (4) 
21 Twentieth-century poet and 

dramatist who wrote Murder in the 

Cathedral, T.S. — (5) 
22 Empowers (Philippians 3:21) (7) 

23 Imposing (1 Samuel 9:2) (10) 

 
                

 

 

Down 
1 Healed (Luke 7:21) (5) 

2 Central space in a church (4) 

3 Co-founder of Spring Harvest and 
General Secretary of the Evangelical 

Alliance 1983–97, Clive — (6) 

4 Moses killed one when he saw him 
beating a Hebrew labourer (Exodus 

2:12) (8) 

5 Bravery (Acts 4:13) (7) 
6 It interrupted Paul and Silas singing 

hymns in a Philippian jail (Acts 16:26) 

(10) 
9 Transgression (Psalm 36:1) (10) 

12 Irish province in which Dublin is 

situated (8) 
14 Same hit (anag.) (7) 

16 ‘The Spirit of God was hovering over 

the — ’ (Genesis 1:2) (6) 
19 Author of the immortal stories of 

Winnie the Pooh, A.A. — (5) 

20 Cab (4) 



 

 

Answers towards the back 

 
 
  



The first Sunday in May is Rogation Sunday.  This is when many parishes still ‘beat 

the bounds’. Rogation means an asking of God - for blessing on the seed and land. 

The practice began with the Romans, who processed around the cornfields each 

Spring, singing and dancing, sacrificing animals, in order to get rid of evil.  About 465 

AD the Western world was suffering from earthquake and storm.  Mamertius, Bishop 

of Vienne, aware of the pagan custom, ordered that prayers should be said in the 

ruined or neglected fields. Thus ‘beating the bounds’ became a Christian ceremonial.  

It arrived in England early in the eighth century. Each Spring, led by the priest, a little 

party from the parish would set out with a Cross to trace the boundaries of the 

parish. They’d implore God to keep their corn and roots and boughs in good health 

and bring them to harvest.   In the days when maps were scarce, ‘beating the 

bounds’ helped remind everyone just where the boundaries were.  Do you know yours 

today? 

May 

Rogation 

Beat 

Bounds 

Asking 

Blessing 

Seed 

Land 

Romans 

Processed 

Cornfields 

Spring 

Earthquake 

Storm 

Prayer 

Cross 

Boundaries 

Crops 

Harvest 

maps 

Sunday 



  



School News 
  

 
 

If you visited St Thomas’ School at the moment, the bustling corridors, rooms 

full of children, art work on the walls and distinctive sounds of playtime might 

give you the initial impression that life at school is almost back to normal. 
Unfortunately, that is far from the case and, despite the roadmap starting to 

ease things for the rest of society, it will be a long while yet before the school 

is able to lose many of its Covid restrictions. There are so many things 
missing: singing; group work; mixing with other age groups (formerly a 

distinctive feature of our school and one which contributed to its “family feel”); 

school trips; extra-curricular clubs; hugging your friends when they fall over … 
I could go on.  

Luckily, there are also plenty of good things still happening too. Although the 

big task at the moment is to catch up with the core skills and subjects, there 

are many ways to make this enjoyable for the children without compromising 

Covid safety.  
Here are Year 2 learning about place value by playing a Maths game and using 

their project on plants to 

develop measuring and writing 
skills and Year 6 immersing 

themselves in their History topic 

on the Titanic. 
Naturally, the school 

acknowledged the Duke of 

Edinburgh’s death, including 
using the recently acquired 

flagpole to fly the Union Flag at 

half mast. The discussion and 
celebration of the Duke’s life 

and work gave the children a 

chance to learn about some of 

the events that took place in the 

nine decades before they were born. 
The Queen was not forgotten of 

course, and here are some lovely 

crowns that the children in 
Reception Class made to wish her a 

Happy Birthday.  

We all now know that there is much 
less risk of Covid transmission 

outside than indoors,  

and if you go past the school you 
are almost certain to see several 

different classes using the outside 

space in some way, whether taking 
the chance to chant a class poem or do some PE (both of these activities, like 



singing, are only permissible 
outside), or simply to do some 

reading or writing in the open 

air.  You will also hardly be 
able to miss the school’s new, 

and rather large, Polytunnel – 

the next stage of the school’s 
ever increasing outdoor and 

environmental provision. You 

can read an update on this 
from Year Two teacher 

Corinne Mason on the 

following few pages. 
Last month I wrote about the 

School Easter Service, which 

this year was made as a video 
to be viewed online. With 

every child in school involved, 

and each class making its own 
individual contribution, the 

finished service turned out to 

be very special indeed. For 
those who missed it, turn over two pages for a little taste, in photo form, of 

what went on.  

Mandy Palmer  
 

 



 

St Thomas’ School Outdoors 
 

This year we 
have 

purchased a 

polytunnel to 
help us grow 

a wider 

variety of 
fruit and 

vegetables 

by giving 
them 

warmth and 

protection 
from the 

elements 

and insects. 
We learn 

about plants 

in Science 
but we also 

learn about healthy eating and vegetable preparation through DT; we can read 

and write about planting and growing in English and we can use our Maths 
when recording growth.  

Year Two are already using the polytunnel to grow 

French Beans in an investigation about ‘light’ and 
‘water’. Every day they check inside the polytunnel to 

see how each of their plants is growing and whether 

they remain healthy. They are measuring the growth 
in centimetres and finding the difference between each 

plant.  

Forest School is a 
continuous and ongoing 

part of the curriculum at St 

Thomas’ with each class 
experiencing it over a block 

of several weeks. 

This term it is Year Three’s turn and so far each 
pupil has taken part in three sessions. In the first 

session we explored the changes in flora and fauna 

in spring. There have been lots of bluebells, 
daffodils, crocus and snowdrops in our Forest 

School area. The children also did some pond 

dipping. We found lots of water fleas, pond snails, 
whirligigs and worms.  



During the second session we learned all about creating a fire safely. The 
children learned that we need oxygen, fuel and a spark. They even had a go at 

making their own fire!  

During the final session children used a woodcraft knife to make a spear linked 
to their learning about the Stone Age. The children learnt about using a knife 

safely and how to pick the correct type of wood for the purpose.  

During every session we have a big fire and cook something to eat or drink, 
e.g. popcorn from the kernel, s’mores (toasted marshmallows sandwiched with 

biscuits) or hot Vimto. At the end of a session, we always reflect on our 

learning - what we have enjoyed and what 
we would like to have a go at next time.  

 

Corinne Mason 

  

 



Easter at St Thomas’ School 

What fantastic things to see coming from school. Well done everyone involved!- Kaye 



PENTECOST   
We live in a world dominated by mass communication through social media, 

the internet, TV and radio that grows more sophisticated by the day. Easy 

access through our iPhones and computers via Facebook, Instagram and 
Twitter enables us to talk directly to friends on the other side of the world, 

exchange instant pictures and hear news as it is breaking.However, powerful 

means of communication do not guarantee that all the messages get across. 
We are alert to the effects of ‘fake news’ and we are increasingly sceptical 

about the truth of what we read and hear. Sometimes we can only absorb so 

much with our minds filtering out things we do not want to know. This 
technology may however isolate us from one another. We need to learn the 

language and etiquette of email and texting to communicate effectively. We 

can easily misinterpret a message or be misunderstood. Those without access 
to new technologies can feel excluded or disadvantaged. It also reduces person 

to person communication. We can work, play, study, shop and attend services 

and pray without leaving our computer screens.The Pentecost story offers an 
alternative model of communication. Its effectiveness is shown in over 3,000 

people being added to the body of believers on that day. Why were those 

rough Galileans so successful? 
Firstly, the apostles were convinced of the truth and recognized that 

communicating it was of life or death importance for humanity. Secondly, they 

spoke to the crowds face to face, in ways that everyone could understand. This 
went beyond words, they engaged with their listeners at the deepest level, 

meeting people in all their questioning, need, hope and longing, and conveying 

the message of God’s love for all. Thirdly, this process had an impact on the 
messengers as well as on those who heard the message. At Pentecost, the 

small group of believers was transformed by the addition of over 3,000 

converts. Later it also had to accept Gentiles as members of God’s kingdom 
and adjust its thinking accordingly. 

If we are to communicate the gospel effectively, we must speak the language 

of those in our community, be prepared to understand their cultures, 
empathise with their needs and aspirations and find new ways of showing that 

God’s love is for them. 

During these difficult times during the pandemic, when churches have been 
closed, we have seen the church shift to live online services, we have accepted 

this cultural change and by doing so have learnt another language. As churches 

open again, we continue to learn another language by adapting ways to keep 
one another safe whilst meeting up once again face to face. 

As we now ‘come together’ participating in both methods of service we are 

encouraged by the Spirit to respond to the call from wherever we are to then 
‘go out’ to meet others and to speak the language of those around us. Just like 

Peter and the apostles, as we learn to speak another language, we are 

understanding something about this new culture of ours and perhaps accepting 
change for ourselves. What might this all mean for our own community? For 

sure we will all pray for the best of outcomes and look forward to bright 

horizons for our church and our town. 
 Debbie Wood 

 LLMinister 



 



On the perils of holding a Rose Queen celebration 
 

The Rectory                                           
St James the Least of All 

 

My dear Nephew Darren 
 

On reflection, inviting your parishioners to join in our 

annual Rose Queen celebrations may not have been entirely wise. It was 
cheering to see that your people arrived on carnival floats, although it was less 

happy that some of them should have chosen to dress up as coronavirus bugs, 

full of those nasty spike proteins – that startled some of the timid residents in 
our community. 

 

Once the procession started, your drivers did not seem to have grasped the 
fact that the vehicles were expected to tour the village slowly, for the benefit of 

spectators, instead of treating it as a competitive race.  I noticed that numbers 

on your floats gradually diminished as they were flung off while careering 
round corners. Those who had a walk of several miles back home while dressed 

as pirates and ballerinas had my sympathy. Our tea ladies, however, were less 

sympathetic when one of your hay bales was spun off on a tight corner and 
went through our Women’s Guild like a row of skittles. 

 

The local police normally use the afternoon to do a little gentle point duty while 
drinking gallons of sweet tea; this year, the number of tickets issued for 

speeding, and not social distancing, should boost our constabulary’s figures for 

the next 12 months. 
 

I must concede that the group who decided to make a papier mache swan for 

one of your floats showed great imagination. It was such a pity that they did 
not know a 15-foot-high swan would be driven under a 12-foot bridge. The 

drama of its emergence, headless, was only exceeded by the following float 

which appeared to have a group of Brownies being savaged by a demented, 
bodiless, vulture. 

 
I am sure that some of your people’s offers to help this year’s Princesses 

campaign for election for Rose Queen next year were well-meant. However, I 

don’t think our parish really wants a full-blown social media campaign for next 
year’s Rose Queen, and so we will have to decline your offer. 

 

The crowning of the Rose Queen is always a high point to the afternoon, but 
could I point out that the ‘gold’ crown is only metal foil, and the ‘diamond’ 

sceptre is only a piece of glass?  So, whoever it was in your crowd who walked 

off with them, please may we have them back before next year? 
 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 

 



Laughter Lines 
 
Mea Culpa 

A group of lads took a trip to France and decided to attend Mass in a small 

town, even though none of them understood French. They managed to stand, 

kneel and sit when the rest of the congregation did, so it wouldn't be obvious 

they were tourists. At one point, the priest spoke and the man sitting next to 

them stood up, so they got up, too. The entire congregation broke into hearty 

laughter.  

After the service they approached the priest, who spoke English, and asked 

him what had been so funny. The priest said he had announced a birth in the 

parish and had asked the father to stand up. 

 

The shin bone is a device for finding furniture in the dark. 

 

Sportsmanlike 

During a game, the coach asked one of his young players: "Do you understand  

what cooperation is? What a team is?" The little boy nodded yes. "Do you 

understand that what matters is winning together as a team?" The little boy 

nodded yes. "So," the coach continued, "when a strike is called, or you are out 

at first, you don't argue or curse or attack the umpire. Do you understand all 

that?" Again, the boy nodded yes. 

"Good," said the coach. "Now go over there and explain it to your mother." 
 

What did I do with the car? 

As I left a meeting at our church, I could not find my car keys. They were not 

in my pockets. They were not in the church. Then I thought – I’ve left them in 

the car! As I burst through the doors of the church, my heart sank: the church 

car park was empty.   

With a heavy heart I called the police, confessed that I had left my keys in the 

car, and that it had been stolen. Then I made the really difficult call: “Darling,” 

I began (I always call her ‘darling’ at moments like this). “Darling, I have left 

my keys in the car, and it has been stolen."   

There was a little gasp. “You did not have the car. I dropped you off. 

Remember?”   

My heart sang as relief flooded through me. “Of course! Thank God! Well, come 

get me quick–I’m already running late... what’s keeping you?”  

My wife replied with ominous calm: "What’s keeping me? I’ll tell you what’s 

keeping me.  The police are here. They think I’ve stolen our car...” 

 

 

Idealistic politician: "I dream of a better tomorrow where chickens can cross 

the road and not have their motives questioned." 



Puzzle Answers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children-you colour in and cut out the 

artwork and the bible bites cartoon!-Kaye 



 



  



Notes from The Editor 

Wow! What a marvellously busy month April has been. If this is a taste of 

things to come, then I will certainly be kept busy with the magazine. I don’t 

know about you, but I’ve really enjoyed seeing all the photographs of the 

spectacular Easter celebrations. I attended my first ever Tenebrae service in 

April and if you haven’t been to one, I highly recommend it next year. The end 

gave me goosebumps and there’s something so special about seeing the 

church in the dark or just with candles lit (one of the reasons that Christingle 

services are my favourites).  

I managed to get Finneus a haircut so he is looking 

a lot neater these days and I have a much 

anticipated appointment next week! Not only have 

us two legged folk been getting pampered, my two 

four legged friends finally got what was coming to 

them…..a short back and sides. And they didn’t 

escape the Easter festivities either! Sally is 

pictured wearing the ears (Poppy refused to keep 

them on) but safe to say I don’t think either of 

them was too impressed. Bath time is not popular! 

I’m tentatively starting to make plans for later on 

this year. I have my second Covid vaccination due 

soon and I’m feeling a lot more confident about 

going out in to the world. There are so many things that have gone by that 

should have been celebrated so it can feel a bit overwhelming feeling the need 

to catch up so we are focussing on small things that we know we definitely 

want to do. First on the list is our camping trip to Loch Ness that I promised 

Finneus last year so the tent and long johns will be coming out. We normally 

go to a caravan in Ayr at least twice a year so we have also booked that for a 

few days in June. 

All these small things have really lifted my spirits, I just need to work on 

getting rid of the weight I put on eating the enormous mound of Easter eggs 

we received. Speaking of delicious things, I’m sure 

many of you will remember my baking disaster 

back in January regarding the soggiest of all soggy 

bottomed pies. I’ve decided to try and improve my 

baking skills and need your help! Send me your 

favourite recipes, hints or tricks whether it be 

sweet, savoury, BBQ’d or grilled and I will try and 

do my best to not completely massacre them. If it 

goes well, it may even end up in the magazine!  

For now though, I am going to enjoy the bank 

holidays that May has to offer and the fact that it 

also brings my birthday next week too!  

Take care and see you all next month. 


