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Pastoral Letter 

Dear Friends, 
November is often thought of in Church circles as the season for remembering. 

It begins with us remembering the heroes of our faith at All Saints, followed 
closely by the remembering of the departed at All Souls and then it is not long 

before we hit Remembrance Sunday itself. Indeed, the very weather at this 

time of year often seems to have a rather melancholy reflective air. 
Remembering is an intrinsic part of what makes us who we are. Think how 

tragic it seems when someone cannot remember – when they no longer 
recognise their nearest and dearest for instance. Because we are shaped as 

people by those we have known and by our past experiences, remembering is 

inextricably tied up with our identity – and that is true of us as the Church (“Do 

this in remembrance of me”), as a nation or as a local community as well as of 

us as individuals. 

Perhaps, as a historian, I have an exaggerated idea of the importance of the 
past, but it seems to me that those who deny their past are often denying 

something of themselves. The past isn’t dead and gone. Where we came from 

and how we got here actually shapes where we are now.  
Of course, the past is inevitably subject to reinterpretation as new evidence is 

found or we look at things in a different way. Sometimes we simply don’t have 

enough evidence to come to a conclusion.  
However, I am old fashioned enough to believe that historical research is, or 

should be, a search for truth. 
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That means we should strive to be honest about the past, just as each one of 
us should strive to be honest about ourselves. In religious terms, the first step 

on the road to forgiveness is to admit that we have done something that needs 

to be forgiven. The first step towards healing is to admit that there is 
something wrong with us. 

That is why we must reject the idea that there are aspects of our national 

history (or indeed any history) which must not be investigated, where the 
myths we like to cling on to about ourselves must not be challenged. Some 

elements of the so-called “ culture wars “ are just plain silly. Of course people 

in past ages didn’t see the world in the same terms as a 21st century Guardian 
reader – why should they? But equally there were aspects of our past which  

we cannot look on with pride. I personally worry when  some politicians talk 

about “reviving the old English buccaneering spirit”. Buccaneers were pirates, 
murderous thugs who killed people and took their property, so why we should 

want a revival of that spirit I really don’t know! 

The danger, if we embrace a view of our past which is more national mythology 
than history, is that we build our society on a lie - and surely that is as 

dangerous for a nation or a society as it is for a family or an individual. We all 

know what Jesus said about the man who built his house on sand. 
Of course, in all this reflecting on history, we must not forget that Jesus came 

to make all things new. The Cross and the Resurrection offer us a fresh start. 

But that fresh start involves recognising who we are, recognising our need for 
forgiveness, admitting our past failings and allowing God to remake us. 

That is true for us as individuals, as a nation, as the Church – indeed, as the 

human race. 



Forthcoming Services 
4th November  kept as All Saints 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion 

 
7th November 3rd Sunday before 

Advent 

10.30a.m. All Age Eucharist 
 

11th November St. Martin 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion 
 

14th November Remembrance 

Sunday 
10.30a.m. Parish Communion with 

Act of Remembrance 

7p.m. Compline 
 

18th November St. Elizabeth of 

Hungary 
10.30a.m. Holy Communion 

 

20th November 
5.30p.m. Blessing of town centre 

Crib. 

 

21st November Christ the King 

10.30a.m. Morning Worship with 
Holy Baptism 

7p.m. Holy Communion 

 
25th November 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion 

 
28th November Advent Sunday 

10.30a.m. Parish Communion 

6p.m. Prepare for the Coming of the 
King 

 

2nd December kept as St Andrew 
10.30a.m. Holy Communion 

 

5th December 2nd Sunday in 
Advent 

10.30 a.m. Parish Communion 

4p.m. Christingle 

 

Blessing of the Crib 
This Christmas, as has happened for a number of years, the Christmas Crib will 

be erected in St Anne’s Town Centre in the performance amphitheatre (in front 

of ShoeZone). It will be blessed in a short ecumenical service following on 
immediately after the switching on of the St Anne’s Christmas Lights at 

5.30p.m. on Saturday 20th November. 

Please do join us for what is always a very happy occasion. While purists may 
say that it is a little early, we will hear again the Christmas story and sing some 

carols and we hope that families with children will feel particularly welcome. In 

this way we can make sure that the true meaning of Christmas is celebrated at 
the heart of our town centre, right from  the start of the Christmas festivities. 
 

Advent Sunday 28th November “Prepare for the Coming of the 
King” 
On Advent Sunday, in addition to our usual morning service of Parish 
Communion there will be “Prepare for the Coming of the King” - a special 

service of readings and hymns at 6p.m. to mark the beginning of the Advent 

season. It will be a time to reflect upon the coming of the promised Messiah, to 
sing some well-loved Advent hymns and enjoy music from our choir. Please do 

come and join us as we mark this time of preparation and waiting, which can 

so often get lost in the hurly burly of Christmas preparations. 

 
 



From the Registers 
Baptism 24th October Theodore Harvey George Stevenson 

Parish Prayer Diary 
7th November     Waddington Road and Hodder Drive. Our Social Committee. 

14th November   Thirsk Avenue, Otley Road and Pickering Close. St Thomas’      

                           Nursery School: children, staff and parents. 

21st November    Shipley Road, Preesall Close and Nateby Close. Our  

                           Sidespersons. 

28th November   Faulkner Crescent and Unsworth Way. Our Lay Assistants  

                           and those who lead intercessions. 

5th December       The Mews, Brittania Walk and Monarch Crescent. Our  

                           Stepping Stones bereavement support group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As well as our website, we are on Facebook and YouTube! Use these to 

receive up to date information about online worship, upcoming services and 

local community events. Most smartphones have these apps already built in 

or you can google them on your home computer. If you are struggling to 

access us online, feel free to call the editor (Kaye) for support on the number 

below. 

Our next edition of No Doubt will be available from Sunday 12th December 

(slightly later due to being a double edition).  

The last day to submit your items for publication will be Monday 29th 

November. Anything sent after this date is welcome but may not be 

printed until the following edition, however, please do call me and I will be 

as flexible as possible.  

Email khazel82@gmail.com or call 07985278791. 

 

This month’s cover photo: ‘Beacon for the world’ @Parish Pump.  
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Church Flowers 

7th November    Jean Palmer 

14th November  Remembrance Sunday 

21st November  Sue and Tim Smith 
28th November  Advent Sunday - no flowers until Christmas 

 

I am trying to be more sustainable with Flowers in church. At Harvest we 
managed to have only 1 arrangement using floral foam. This medium contains 

plastic. When soaked, the particles make their way into the ocean and of 

course, the food chain. Foam is also not compostable and takes hundreds of 
years to break down. I am trying to go back to the past using chicken wire,   

stems of branches and an alternative foam which is 50% compostable. I also 

have some new material to try such as Agra Wool which can be broken up and 

composted. It is more difficult to use than traditional materials and costs twice 

as much. These new methods will take practice, so please bear with us. 

Glenys Markland 
 

Collection for Afghan Refugees 
Our local council has asked Home Start to be a collection point for the following 
items (new goods only please): 

Children's books, nappies, sanitary items, hygiene products and children’s 

clothes. If you are able to donate, they can be dropped off at the Home Start 
shop on St Albans Road, or I will place a box at the back of the church. Thank 

you. 

Glenys Markland 
 

Preparing for Christmas 
A Floral Demonstration by Glenys will take place at Ashton Gardens Pavillion on 
the 8th of December at 6pm. There will be a Grand Christmas Raffle, tombola, 

pie and peas, a choice of tea or coffee and accordion music provided by James.  

This fabulous event in aid of Home Start Blackpool, Fylde and Wyre is not to be 
missed! Get your ticket from Glenys or the Home Start shop on St Albans Rd 

for £10. 
 

Blankets for Charity 

Many thanks to all those of you who are knitting 

squares for our charity blankets. At the time of 

writing, I have 20 blankets packed and ready to go 

off. If anybody fancies having a go, we generally 

use double knitting wool, 30 stitches to a row on 

3.75mm needles. There are about 60 rows to make 

a square and if you can leave about 6” of wool at 

the start and end, it helps enormously in the sewing 

up. Many thanks to those that wish to help out and 

you can give them to me in church or leave them at 

the back for me to collect. Happy knitting, 

Dawn Duncan.   



 



 

Our classes have now 

started 

St Thomas’ Church Community 

Hall, 

 Church Road, St. Annes 

11.30am - 12.30pm ‘Chair 

Exercise’ Every Monday 

1.30pm - 2.30pm ‘Chair 

Exercise’ Every Monday 

6pm - 7pm ‘Fitness Pilates’ 

Every Wednesday 

 

Further details: Debbie on 

07962 175263 
 



Quiz Night!!!!! 
Due to Covid 19 restrictions, it has 

been quite some time since we 

have been able to organise any 

social activities. We are 

therefore very pleased to 

announce that our very first 

quiz night since 2019 is 

taking place on the 27th 

November at 7pm. These are 

always great fun even if, like me, you have 

little chance of winning! 

There will be prizes, a raffle and a bar so 

please join us for an enjoyable evening and 

help us swell church funds.  

Tickets are £5 for adults, £3 for under 16’s and include tea/coffee. These are 

available from Michael Notman (01253 727924), John Davies (01253 720991) 

or let our church wardens know as soon as possible if you wish to come. 

Our hotpot supplier remains out of action so please feel free to bring your own 

picnic or snacks and get ready to run those well rested brain cells through the 

wringer! 

John Davies 

Social Committee  

QUIZQUIZQUIZQUIZQUIZQUIZQUIZQUIZQUIZ 
 

Lancashire Sings Christmas 

Dear All, 
This is to let you know that the Victoria Hotel in Church Road, St Annes, has 

once again kindly agreed to host Radio Lancashire's 'Lancashire Sings 

Christmas' event at 7pm on Thursday 16th December. 
More details will follow nearer the time. 

It would be a great witness to the true meaning of Christmas if as many as 

possible could lend their voices on this festive occasion. 
 

Janette Farley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



             



Many Thanks 

I just want to say a big thank you to everyone at church for all the cards, calls 

and e-mails received since I had my operation for a new hip and also for the 

many cards received for us moving into our new home. We appreciated them 

all. I am missing coming to church and seeing everyone but hope to be back 

before too many weeks. 

Val Jennings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Theodore’s parents sent a lovely thank you email along with this picture from 

his baptism earlier this month. It was a wonderful service and it’s lovely to see 

people enjoying themselves and celebrating these milestones in church again. 



 Harvest Festival Blooms 

There were some amazing displays around church at the Harvest Festival 

service this year. If you didn’t manage to see them in person, here’s a small 

compilation 



 



St Thomas’ School 

Even without Covid, life in a primary school is never constant and one of the most recent changes 
at St Thomas’ has been the creation of a new curriculum - the overarching system which covers 
everything the children are taught in every subject. Last year, the school adopted Curriculum 
Maestro, an online platform designed to ensure progression of skills and knowledge in each 
subject with suggestions for resources and assessment - a lifesaver for busy teachers. There is 
plenty of choice within the scheme though and it is up to the teachers to select the topics and 
material which work best and adapt them for their particular class. Here are some examples of the 
ingenious and engaging ways they have come up with to teach some essential skills and 
knowledge. See if you can work out who’s doing what from the pictures!  
 
In Maths, the children in Year 1 had great fun 
using parts of their bodies as well as cubes and 
paper clips to measure the length of objects. In 
Science, Year 2 employed four special agents to 
help them understand how germs spread. They 
had their hands covered with green glitter gel 
and then spent the afternoon as normal, and the 
rest of the class turned detective to spot where 
the gel had got to. Year 3 enjoyed learning about 
the flags and traditions of Poland, Spain, 

Bulgaria and 
Italy on 
Modern 
European 
Languages 
afternoon. 
Year 6 
worked in 
groups to 
hone their 
descriptive 
writing 
techniques, 
using “The 
Greatest 



Showman” to inspire them - and then used the special Showman 
hat to help them entertain the class with their individual efforts.  
 
Sadly, at the end of October it was time to say goodbye to our 
school secretary, Cath Ide, pictured here with her husband Rob 
and children Ed, Sam and Ben. As the person who greets almost 
every visitor, the secretary is a vital part of any school, and Cath’s 
cheerful face and welcoming smile will be much missed. And not 
just in the office: it’s fair to say she has thrown herself into every 
aspect of school life, swimming for the school team in several 
Swimarathons and constantly promoting links with the church 
and wider community. Enthusiasm is Cath’s middle name and 
regular readers will remember her taking part in the London 
Marathon to raise money for Cancer Research. Over the years 
there have been many amusing moments, and one of her 
favourites is the time she mistook a visiting mum for a fire officer 
who was due to give a talk to the children; the lady in question is 
still greeted as Firefighter Standen to this day! Cath is moving on 
to become Business Development Manager for New Start, a 
company which provides counselling for children and staff in 
schools. She says she will miss all the parents and children who 

have allowed her to be part of their lives over the last five years. They (and we) will certainly miss 
her! Thank you for all you have done, Cath, and good luck in your new venture.  
 
I have been on the receiving end of Cath’s kind words at various times over the course of 7 years 
while Finneus was a pupil. I can only imagine what a loss it will be for all the teachers, students and 
families. Best of luck Cath, I’m sure you will smash it!! – Kaye 

 



Puzzles 

Across 

1   In David’s battle with the Arameans, 700 of these were killed (2 Samuel 

10:18) (11) 

9   ‘No — , impure or greedy person has any inheritance in the kingdom of 

God’ (Ephesians 5:5) (7) 

10  City on the banks of the River Nile (5)  

11  Stamped addressed envelope (1,1,1)  

13  Taverns (4)  

16  ‘Be on your guard; stand — in the faith’ (1 Corinthians 16:13) (4)  

17  ‘He will not always — , nor will he harbour his anger for ever’ (Psalm 

103:9) (6)  

18 and 27 Down Where the magi came from and what guided them (Matthew 

2:1–2) (4,4) 



20  Ancient Celtic alphabet of 20 characters (4)  

21  She married Esau when he was 40 years old (Genesis 26:34) (6)  

22  A great-grandson of Noah (Genesis 10:7) (4)  

23  Title accorded to certain Roman Catholic clerics (abbrev.) (4)  

25  ‘My house will be a house of prayer; but you have made it a — of robbers’ 

(Luke 19:46) (3)  

28  Annie (anag.) (5)  

29  Plead with (Zechariah 7:2) (7)  

30  Tenth foundation of the new Jerusalem (Revelation 21:20) (11) 

Down 

2  ‘We have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by — 

hands’ (2 Corinthians 5:1) (5) 

3   Uncommon excellence (Proverbs 20:15) (4)  

4  ‘You have exalted my horn like that of a wild ox; fine — have been poured 

upon me’ (Psalm 92:10) (4)  

5  — Homo (‘Behold the Man’) (4)  

6   ‘He has given proof of this to all men by — him from the dead’ (Acts 17:31) 

(7)  

7   ‘Our — is in heaven’ (Philippians 3:20) (11)  

8   ‘This is a day you are to — ’ (Exodus 12:14) (11)  

12  Assault (Psalm 17:9) (6)  

14  ‘Jesus found a young donkey and — upon it’ (John 12:14) (3)  

15  Liverpool dialect (6)  

19  ‘Remember the — day by keeping it holy’ (Exodus 20:8) (7)  

20  Nineteenth-century German physicist after whom the unit of electrical 

resistance is named (3)  

24  Nazirites were not allowed to eat this part of a grape (Numbers 6:4) (5)  

25  ‘If anyone would come after me, he must — himself and take up his cross 

and follow me’ (Mark 8:34) (4)  

26  Evil Roman emperor from AD54 to 68, responsible for condemning 

hundreds of Christians to cruel deaths (4)  

27  See 18 Across 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



STOP PRESS 
Do you use Amazon? Especially since the pandemic many of us have got used 

to ordering things through the giant on-line retailer. St Thomas’ are in the 

process of signing up to AmazonSmile. If you make your purchases through 
smile.amazon.co.uk and click on the Ecclesiastical Parish of St Thomas, 

St Anne’s on the Sea, then Amazon will donate to St Thomas’ 0.5% of the 

net purchase price of whatever you are buying. It may not sound like a lot, but 
every little helps, and it doesn’t cost you anything. So, keep your eyes open if 

you buy something from Amazon. We will let you know just as soon as we are 

properly enrolled on the scheme. 



Our Thought For The Week  

by Licensed Lay Minister Elizabeth O’Connor:  

 

What is it about roadworks at the moment? They seem to be everywhere with 
temporary traffic lights not to mention actual road closures, consequent 

diversions and extra travel time. It can be so frustrating can’t it, our patience 

sorely tested - especially if we are in a rush at the last minute. Yet the truth is 
often that the road is in need of repair because of potholes, surface damage or, 

as can happen around this area, sewer collapse / sinkholes. 

 
We can say the same for our life 

journey. The path / road ahead 

may seem to be clear and 
straightforward for us but then we 

can be hit by the bump in the road 

or be sent on a diversion - the way 
ahead being closed because of 

what one Prime Minister at the 

time described as "events, dear 
boy, events" (whether they be 

expected or not). As these happen 

it is easy to feel that we are off 
track without any help or guidance (like a map or satnav). Yet the fact is that 

we are not alone. We have God with us, guiding and leading us - if we take the 

time and care to notice, listen, reflect and trust. 
  

Lead me Lord, 

In the paths of peacefulness 
In the roads of righteousness 

In the ways of willingness 

 
Lead me Lord  

Down the tracks of thoughtfulness 

In the streets of sensitiveness 
By the journeys of joyfulness                                             

   David Adam 

 
My dearest Lord, 

be now a bright flame to enlighten 

me, 
a guiding star to lead me, 

a smooth path beneath my feet, 

and a kindly shepherd along my 
way, 

today and for evermore.       

 



There are more frightening things than bishops out there.... 
 

The Rectory  
St James the Least of All 

 

My dear Nephew Darren 
 

You really should not worry about having reversed your 

car into the bishop’s gatepost, knocking it over and 
destroying his rose-beds. It gives him an opportunity to exercise Christian 

forgiveness. Your real mistake was scribbling a note of apology and pushing it 

through his letterbox. Far better would have been to have sent an anonymous 
letter (and to have written it on lined notepaper in capital letters, preferably in 

green ink, to make it look truly authentic) saying that you had seen the 

archdeacon do it, and then you had watched him drive off without stopping. 
That would have taken the minds of the senior clergy away from parish 

matters for quite some time. 

 
No, never worry about the wrath of bishops; dangers lurk much nearer home. 

For a start, never incur the displeasure of your flower arrangers. I only crossed 

their path once – and arrived in church the following Sunday, to see a ten-foot-
high floral arrangement at the front of church. I assumed it was by way of 

making amends, until I discovered it had been placed in front of the pulpit. I 

was obliged to preach, hidden behind a large multicoloured hedge, while the 
congregation listened to what were apparently talking chrysanthemums.  

 

A colleague offended his own ladies and arrived to find that the contents of the 
safe had been removed and replaced with all those exotic pieces of equipment 

that seem to be indispensable for arranging flowers. He was obliged to 

administer Communion using a small vase until peace was re-established and 
his chalice returned to him. 

 

Similarly, organists are a delicate breed. Congratulate him on the anthem, and 
if it happened to be unaccompanied, he would assume you were implying that 

the services were better without his playing. Offend your organist and you can 
be guaranteed that hymns will be played at either half or double speed, 

stopping one verse short and that the final piece of music as you process out 

will stop, leaving you and the choir stranded halfway down the aisle. 
 

And finally, never, ever upset your verger. One forgotten Christmas present 

and you can be sure you will get half-way through a baptism to find he hasn’t 
put water in the font; at marriage services, the sheets for last week’s funeral 

will have been accidentally put out and when you sit in your stall you will 

discover where he now stores the mop and bucket. 
 

No, bishops are warm, fluffy bunnies; real dangers lurks much nearer home. 

Your loving uncle, 
Eustace 



Frightfully Goulish Laughter Lines 
 

What makes trick or treating with twins dressed as witches so much fun? 
Nobody knows which itch is which. 

 

When do you know you might be too old for trick or treating? 
Someone drops a chocolate bar in your bucket and you lose your balance. 

Someone says “great Keith Richards mask” and you aren’t wearing one. 
You have to hide your walking frame under your cloak. 

When the door opens you shout, “trick or….” And can’t remember the rest. 

You get winded knocking on the door. 
You need to get a passing child to chew the toffees for you. 

You ask for high fibre bars instead of a Twix. 

 

I was really annoyed the other night, fireworks were being let off and it’s not 

even Halloween yet! My dog got so scared he ran and hid under the Christmas 

tree! 
 

What do you call a witch that goes to the beach? A sand-witch. 

 
What’s a ghoul’s favourite kind of cheese? Monster-ella. 

 

What does a zombie get when it bites a ghost? A mouth full of sheet. 
 

What do you call a chicken that haunts your house? A poultrygeist. 

 
Why didn’t the coffee bean go to the Halloween party? It was grounded. 

 
 

 

 
 



 



Puzzle Answers 

Crossword 

ACROSS: 1, Charioteers. 9, Immoral. 10, Cairo. 11, SAE. 13, Inns. 16, Firm. 

17, Accuse. 18, East. 20, Ogam. 21, Judith. 22, Seba. 23, Msgr. 25, Den. 28, 

Inane. 29, Entreat. 30, Chrysoprase.  

DOWN: 2, Human. 3, Rare. 4, Oils. 5, Ecce. 6, Raising. 7, Citizenship. 8, 

Commemorate. 12, Assail. 14, Sat. 15, Scouse. 19, Sabbath. 20, Ohm. 24, 

Seeds. 25, Deny. 26, Nero. 27, Star. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



Notes from the Editor 

Can you believe it has been nearly a full year since I took over from Ian and 

started producing the magazine? I certainly can’t. In the space of 12 months I 

never did manage to shift the extra half a stone I promised myself I would, 

find a solution for national debt, create renewable free energy or become a 

Doctor.  

It seems so easy when we get towards a new year to look back on the things 

that we feel we haven’t achieved. Why are we always so hard on ourselves that 

way? If I really sit and think, I have successfully carried out my job as a stroke 

support coordinator for the Stroke Association, kept Finneus safe and well and 

seen him through his transition to high school, kept my dogs and cats happy, 

healthy and fed and the list, quite literally, could go on forever. Whereas the 

list of things I feel I failed at is very short yet apparently dominates!  

I’m making a conscious decision this year that the things that didn’t come to 

pass can just wait.  

Now that the clocks have gone back, the dark nights mean I have more of an 

excuse to put the fire on which the 

animals absolutely love. Pancake 

had his first experience of a warm 

rug the other day and is never 

turning back. He also had his little 

ginger-nuts off last week and hasn’t 

quite forgiven me yet. However, he 

has nearly stopped walking like a 

cowboy so I felt he deserved some 

pampering! 

I’ve made a start on my Christmas 

shopping and my other half has a 

rather special birthday coming up 

next week (he is waving goodbye to 

his 30’s) so we have that 

celebration to look forward to as 

well. With all the cake and general 

festive goodness going around, I’m 

not holding out much hope for 

losing the elusive half a stone. But 

really…..I don’t think I’m too 

bothered. I’d rather eat cake! 

So until next month (please double check cut off dates for the magazine as 

they are slightly different due to a double edition) I hope you all get to enjoy 

some cake and a treat. Take care and as always, thank you for reading.  

 

Kaye 


