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Dear Friends, 
It is a happy thought that this Christmas looks like being slightly more normal 
than last year’s (*announcements from the government pending*)– though, even 

so, St Thomas’ School’s Nativity and Carol Service are both going to be on-line 

events once again this year and many of us (myself included) will be doing our 
Christmas shopping wearing masks.  

Neither 2020 nor 2021 turned out quite as we might have expected and who is 

to say that 2022 will not have a few tricks left up its sleeve! 
In a sense of course, that is quite in keeping with the season. Though 

Christmas often seems to be about cosy familiarity and traditional images, the 

Christmas story is very much about God doing a “new thing” by coming to 
share the life of his Creation. Human expectations are repeatedly overturned 

and poor Mary and Joseph must have been left bewildered (if not traumatised) 

wondering what was going to happen next. 
One aspect of the theme of Judgement which runs through Advent is God 

presenting us with situations and demanding “Right this is what is happening. 

What are you going to do about it?” That familiar Crib scene asks “Here is God, 
come into the world. How will you respond? Will you come and worship like the 

Wise Men and the Shepherds or will you push him out into a stable and try to 

forget about him?” 
While we cannot know what 2022 will bring, we can be sure that it will bring 

plenty of opportunities to show Christ’s love both to those around us and those 

further afield. So, will we allow Christ to be born in us? Will people get a 
glimpse of the glory of God in the way we live our lives? 
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Being a Christian is about saying Yes to God just as Mary and Joseph did. We 
will make mistakes certainly. We will fail to live up to our Christian calling. But 

if we are willing to allow God to work through us in all the different situations 

we will encounter in the coming year, then the Kingdom of God will perhaps be 
just that bit more visible in the world. 

      
With somewhat early but nonetheless very sincere good wishes for 
Christmas and the New Year, 
                 Chris and Sara 
 

As well as our website, we are on Facebook and YouTube! Use these to receive 

up to date information about online worship, upcoming services and local 

community events. Most smartphones have these apps already built in or you 

can google them on your home computer. If you are struggling to access us 

online, feel free to call the editor (Kaye) for support on the number below. 

Our next edition of No Doubt will be available from Sunday 6th February.  

The last day to submit your items for publication will be Friday 28th January. 

Anything sent after this date is welcome but may not be printed until the 

following edition, however, please do call me and I will be as flexible as 

possible.  

Email khazel82@gmail.com or call 07985278791. 

This month’s cover photo: Frozen Sea St Annes 2010 by Jane Aliband 
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Forthcoming Services December and January 

 

9th December 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 
 

12th December 3rd Sunday of 

Advent 
10.30a.m. Parish Communion 

7p.m. Compline 
 

14th December 

7p.m. AKS Carol Service 
 

16th December 

9a.m. St Thomas’ Nursery Nativity 
10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 

 

17th December 
2.30p.m. Clifton Lodge Nursery 

Nativity 

 
18th December 

11a.m. Wedding of Christiana 

Emsley and Andrew Smith 
 

19th December 4th Sunday of 

Advent 
10.30a.m. Parish Communion 

6p.m. Service of  Readings and 

Carols 
 

23rd December 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 
 

24th December Christmas Eve 

4p.m. Crib Service 

11.30p.m. Midnight Eucharist 

 

25th December Christmas Day 
10.30a.m. Christmas Day Holy 

Communion 

 
26th December St. Stephen 

(Boxing Day) 

10.30a.m. Parish Communion (said) 
 

30th December kept as Holy 

Innocents 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion by 
extension (said) 

 

2nd January Epiphany Sunday 
10.30a.m. Parish Communion 

 
6th January Epiphany 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 

 
9th January Baptism of Christ 

10.30a.m. Parish Communion 

7p.m. Compline 
 

13th January St. Hilary 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 
 

16th January 2nd Sunday of 

Epiphany 
10.30a.m. Parish Communion 

 

19th January 
7.30p.m. Week of Prayer for 

Christian Unity service 

at Our Lady Star of the Sea 
 

20th January 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 
 

23rd January 3rd Sunday of 

Epiphany 
10.30a.m. Morning Worship with 

Holy Baptism 

7p.m. Holy Communion (said) 

 

27th January kept as the 

Conversion of St Paul 
10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 

 

30th January kept as the Feast of 
the Presentation of Christ in the 

Temple (Candlemas) 

10.30a.m. Parish Communion 
 



 



Parish Prayer Diary 

12th December  Hampton Court and Commonwealth Close. Our choir and  

                         director of music. 

19th December  Bromley Road and St Andrews Rd South. Our Area Dean and 

                         our Archdeacon. 

26th December  Grassington Road and Pilling Avenue. The bishops of        

                         Blackburn, Lancaster and Burnley. 

2nd January       All Christian churches and organisations in St Annes. 

                 All who provide care for vulnerable people in St Annes. 

Notices and Information 

Service Sheets 

After years of producing the St. Thomas’ pew leaflets and, since the start of 

Covid, our Sunday service sheets, Ian Palmer has decided to lay down this role 
in the New Year. We are making alternative arrangements for our weekly sheet 

and will be producing a new service booklet for regular use week by week. If 

you would be interested in sponsoring these financially, please contact the vicar 
or churchwardens. 

 

The Stations of Christmas 
Fifth Station  The angel’s message to Joseph 

 

The angel said, ‘She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, 
for he will save his people from their sins.’ All this took place to fulfil 

what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 

 
Once again this year we will be making available copies of the Stations of 

Christmas booklet which we prepared last year. This is modelled on the 

Stations of the Cross and has 10 stations offering us the chance prayerfully to 
reflect upon the Christmas story. Each one consists of a Bible passage, a few 

words of reflection and a prayer, illustrated by an image from St Thomas’ 

windows (except for the final station 
which has an icon by Eileen McGuckin). 

These were originally aimed at those 

who could not attend worship because 
of lockdown and are particularly suitable 

for people who find it difficult to get out 

and about. If you would like a copy, 
please let the vicar or a member of the 

ministry team know. 

On a similar tack we have available a 
number of copies of the diocesan Advent 

course “After God’s own heart” which 

follows the story of David. Again, please 
contact a member of the ministry team 

if you would like one. 



Amazon Smile 
We are now formally enrolled on Amazon Smile. If you make your puchases 

from Amazon via the link https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1133037-0 

rather than in the usual way, a small percentage of what you spend will go 
to St Thomas’. It won’t solve all our financial needs – Mr Amazon is not that 

generous – but every little helps and it should involve no extra cost to you. 

 

FROM THE REGISTERS 
Baptism 

21st November Phoebe Catherine Glennon 

Funerals 
8th November  (George) Frederick Wrigley (85) 

17th November Alan Thomas (70) 

 

Church Flowers 
Christmas week Sylvia and Eddie Nicholas, 

donations appreciated. 
 

January 2022 

9th January     Wendy Mutton in memory of her   
                     parents  

16th January   Janet Boyce 

23rd January   Vacant 
29th January   Vacant 

 

We have several vacant dates for 2022, if you could help fill any of these, or 
would like an arrangement in church for any occasion, or as a remembrance, 

please contact me on 01253 728179, thanks Glenys. 

Stepping Stones Bereavement Group 
We will recommence on Thursday 6th January, at 10:30am. If you are dealing 

with loss and would like to chat with  our friendly team, please come along, tea 
or coffee is provided. 

We meet for one hour in the small hall. For further information contact Glenys 

Markland on 01253 728179. 
 

Afghan Refugees 
Thank you to everyone who has made donations so far. Please could you now 
wait until the next appeal is announced from the Council. I will let people know 

when they are ready to accept more items, these may be different from the 

current appeal. Thank you, Glenys. 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1133037-0


 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let us commit to pray together for a 
few minutes each day throughout 
December  

 Day 
Pray 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Read   

1  
For the 
Power of the 
Holy Spirit to 
be present in 
our lives 
Eph. 3:14, 16 

2  
For a 

Spirit of 
prayer to 
encourage all 
Rom. 8:26, 
Zech. 12:10 

3  
For all 
the 
Saints 
 
Eph. 6:18 

4  
For a 
Spirit 
of 

Holiness 
1 Thess.  3:13 

5 
That God’s 
People may 
live within but 
not beholden 
to the desires 
of this world 
John 
17:11,15,16 

6 
For 
the 
Spirit of 
Love in the 
Church 
 
John 17: 23, 
Gal. 5:22 

7 
For 
the 
Power of the 
Holy Spirit on 
Ministers 
Rom. 15:30, 
2 Cor. 
1:10, 11 

8 
For 
the 
Spirit on all 
Christian 
Workers 
 
2 Cor. 1:11 

9 
For 
God’s 
Spirit 
on 
Mission Work 
 
Acts 13:2, 3, 4 

10 
For 
God’s 
Spirit 
on 
Missionaries 
 
Acts 1:8 

11 
For 

more 
workers in all 
capacities 
 
Matt. 9:38. 
 

12  
For the Spirit 
in people to 
recognise the 
need for God 
 
John 16:7, 8 

13  
For a 
heart 
strangely 
warmed 
 
Isa. 4:3, 4. 

14  
For 
the 
Church of the 
Future 
 
Ps. 78:6, 8, 
Isa. 44:3 

15 
For 
the 
work of 
educators 
and Schools 
and Colleges  
Isa. 59:21 

16 
For 
the 
Power of the 
Holy Spirit on 
the young 
people in our 
churches 
Isa. 49:25. 

17 
For 
those 
in power 
 
1 Tim. 2: 1, 2.  
 

18 
For Peace 
 
 
1 Tim. 2:1–3, 
Ps. 46:9.  
 

19  
For 
the 
Holy Spirit on 
members of 
the churches 
 
2 Tim. 3:5, 
Rev. 3:1. 
 

20 
For God’s 
Spirit on 
those who 
have not 
heard the 
good news 
Isa. 69:12, 
Ps. 68:31, 
Isa. 60:22. 

21 
For God’s 
Spirit on 
those of 
other faith 
Zech. 1210. 
Rom. 10:1. 
 

22 
 
For 
all who are 
Suffering  
 
Heb. 13:3. 
 

23 
For the Holy 
Spirit the 
work we do  
 
Col. 1:29. 

24 
For 
the 
Spirit on your 
own 
Congregation  
 
Luke 24:47.   

25 
For 

more people 
to know 
Christ  
Heb. 7:25, 
Acts 6:4, 7. 
 

26  
For the Holy 
Spirit on 
Young 
Christians 
  
Acts 8:15, 16, 
2 Cor. 1:21, 22. 

27  
That God’s 
People may 
Realise their 
Calling 
Gen. 12:2, 3, 
Ps. 67:1, 2.  

28  
That 
all 
God’s People 
may know 
the Holy 
Spirit 
John 14:17, 
1 Cor. 6:19.  
 

29  
For 
the 
Spirit to 
intercede in 
us 
John 15:16, 
John 
16:24, 26.  
 

30  
For the Holy 
Spirit in the 
Word of God 
1 Thess. 1:5, 
1 Pet. 1:12 

31 For 
the 
Spirit 
of Christ in His 
People 
 
John 13:15,15:5 
 

 

 

If you possibly struggle to read the print, this prayer calendar is also available 

on the St Thomas’ church website. 
 
 

 
 



100 CLUB OCT – DEC 2021 
  

3rd Oct   £40    51   WENDY MUTTON 

             £10   24   FINLAY DENVER 
 

10th Oct  £40   28   ANDY MEADOWS 

             £10   64   MARIE WILLIAMS 
 

17th Oct  £40   25    TIM SMITH    

             £10    88   KATH ASQUITH 
 

24th Oct  £40   01    ANTHONY  

                             RAYNOR 
              £10   32   HEATHER  

                             BLACKMAN 

 
31st Oct  £40   79   MARIE WILLIAMS 

             £10   03   LILLIAN  

                            HAWORTH 
 

7th Nov   £40   24   FINLAY DENVER    

             £10   72   TOM  
                            WILLIAMSON 

 

 

14th Nov  £40   45   ANNE 

                             SINGLETON                         
              £10   13   PAM DAVIES 

 

21st Nov  £40   04   LINDA PINCHES 
              £10   40   ARCHIE DAVIES 

 

28th Nov  £40   88   KATH ASQUITH 
              £10   93   VAL JENNINGS 

 

05th Dec  £40   41   MYLES DAVIES 
              £10   78   GILL MUTTON 

 

12th Dec  £40   23   REBECCA WHITE 
              £10   40   ARCHIE DAVIES 

 

19th Dec  £40   13   PAM DAVIES 
              £10   41   MYLES DAVIES 

 

26th Dec  £40   101 SUZIE   
                             NICHOLAS    

              £10   39   KAY POWELL

QUIZ 27th NOVEMBER 
It has been really sad that we have had to cancel all our social events since the 

outbreak of Covid-19, so it was especially pleasing that we were able to go 
ahead with our Quiz Night last Saturday.  

More than 30 people attended and an enjoyable evening was had by all (even 

for the teams that didn’t win). 
We had a raffle and a bar for the ‘non winners’ to drown their sorrows. 

This was our 1st fundraising event in the last 18 months, so we were very 

pleased to make over £235 for Church funds. 
A big thank you to all who helped make the event such a success, both St 

Thomas’ people who helped with the organisation, those who took part and 

also Caroline, Bruce and Gabriella Goodridge who, once again kindly acted as 
our Quizmasters.  

Thank you 

The Social Committee 
I can certainly vouch for how much fun it was. I wasn’t on the winning team (nor did I get my 
hands on a raffle prize), but I will certainly be back for a rematch in the future! 

Many thanks to the Social Committee and everyone involved. Kaye. 
 

Many thanks 
Thank you and your congregation for all the best wishes and prayers sent 
during the operation I had on my shoulder replacement. 

Jeanette 



 



St Thomas’ School Nursery Update 
This term has got off to a steady start with children slowly returning to the 

setting. We have enjoyed getting to know our new children and families and 

re-instated Home Visits which is a wonderful way to learn about our families at 

home, so that we can make learning relevant to every child and gain a greater 

understanding of the child, through interactions with parents. In addition to 

this we had an Autumn Family Event where we welcomed lots of families into 

our nursery garden for games and activities, providing an opportunity for 

families to meet and chat to staff. We served hotdogs and drinks and 

decorated biscuits. It was a popular event and really helped families get to 

know everyone better. As well as playing on the nursery equipment, the play 

was accompanied by the Marvellous Mr Morrow! who brought his own style of 

music to the event! 

As part of our work on the changing seasons we 

have been exploring pumpkins and painting still 

life sunflowers, that we have 

grown in our garden.  

 

 

 

We have had a fundraising 

event to celebrate Breast 

Cancer Awareness month to support Miss 

Swindlehurst’s journey this year. We “Wore it Pink” and 

had some fun pink activities, making party hats, pink 

art and craft activities, and some physical fun with pink 

balloons. We also raised some money to help with this 

charity. 



We have spent time in our garden watching 

the ladybirds hatching; we have a lot in our 

garden, so we have learned all about the 

lifecycle of ladybirds and seen them in all 

stages around the garden at this time of year.  

We 

welcomed 

back Miss 

Mel, who 

teaches us 

dance and we 

re-started yoga 

with our 

teacher Rachel. It is lovely to 

have visiting teachers, to help us learn new skills, it 

encourages the children to listen and follow instruction 

from different people. Mr 

Morrow brought Kate with 

him one day who played 

the guitar. 

We had a fabulous time 

celebrating Divali, the Hindu festival of Lights, we 

made clay Diva lamps, and Rangoli patterns in 

chalk. Sathvika’s family brought some Gulab 

Jammun (a sweet Indian dessert) which we shared 

at snack time. We lit our diva lamps at snack and 

lunch time and danced to some Bangra music with 

ribbons and scarves, which was lots of fun. At the 

end of the session, we looked at some videos to 

help us learn more about the celebrations and read 

a story about Divali.  

We will soon begin our 

Christmas preparations 

and all that that 

involves, learning our 

Christmas songs and 

practising our Nativity 

play, as well as all the 

Christmas crafts we 

will make to take 

home and share with 

our families. 

 



St Thomas’ School Update 

Covid has, inevitably, continued to affect life in school, but with a little 

ingenuity a lot of the usual Christmas magic has been retained – even if in a 

slightly different form.  
Instead of their usual Christmas Fair, the 

PTFA organised a Christmas Gift Shop in 

school where the children could choose 
gifts for their families, which were then 

paid for online – all very covid-safe and 

yet still exciting for everyone. Movie 
Night also still took place, albeit in 

classrooms rather than in the hall. The 

Infant Nativity and Junior Carol Service, 

usually performed live, have been 

recorded in school and will be available 

for everyone to watch online. (Both will 
be well worth seeing – take a look at the 

class pages on the school website.)  And 

the hall, as always, is dominated by a  
Christmas tree festooned with 

decorations made by every child in the 

school and carefully hung with great 
pride in a position of their own choosing.  

It has been good to see school 

trips come back on the agenda 

too. Year 3 became beach 
explorers for the day and 

discovered how many people, and 
different types of jobs, are 

involved on looking after our local 

beach. They also investigated what can be found on the beach, both natural 

and man-made, and categorised the items into how long it would take for them 

to decompose. Their trip happened to 

be on Remembrance Day and there 
was a particularly moving moment 

when everyone gathered round a huge 

poppy drawn on the sand to observe 
the two minutes’ silence. 

 

Years 1 and 2 went rather further 
afield for their trip – to Liverpool, in 

fact, to  Imagine That! Science and 

Discovery Centre. They had an 



amazing time doing lots of 
hands-on science and 

learning how to make snow, 

magnets, slime and bath 
bombs (luckily not all at the 

same time!) The children on 

both these trips were 
described by the adults who 

encountered them as a credit 

to the school, which is 
always lovely to hear.  

 

 
And life goes on in other 

ways too. 

Congratulations to 
Hannah Hindle, Year 4 

teacher, on the birth of 

baby Jake Thomas Ellis 
on 9th October – a happy 

and timely reminder of 

the joys life has to offer 
even in these uncertain 

times. We wish Hannah, 

baby Jake and partner 
Craig the happiest of 

first Christmases 

together!  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



BABES IN THE WOOD – SATURDAY 8TH JANUARY 3 AND 7 PM  
In times like these we all need 

something to lighten the mood so 
how lovely to be able to welcome 

back our old friends SAPOS with their 
panto, Babes in the Wood.  

Don’t be deceived by the title … 

pantomime tradition dictates that the 
hero of this story is, in fact, that well-

known outlaw Robin Hood, battling 
against the wicked Sheriff of 

Nottingham with the aid of his faithful 
Marian and a slightly strange 

assortment of Merry Men. Other 
characters who help (or hinder) him in his task include the outrageous Nurse Glucose, 

village idiot Simmy, shy maid Polly and of course the Good Fairy and her woodland 
creatures. Between them, this motley crew somehow manages to foil the Sheriff’s evil 

plan to get vicious crooks Charlie and Snarlie to murder the unfortunate Babes and 
the inevitable happy ending ensues - with plenty of corny jokes, awful puns and 

shouts of “it’s behind you” along the way of course!  
This annual dose of escapism takes place in the Church Hall on Saturday 8th January 

2022, with both a matinee (3pm) and an evening (7pm) performance. Tickets are £7 

for adults and £4 for children, with light refreshments and a bar available in the 
interval. SAPOS kindly donates half the profits from the show to St Thomas’, so this is 

a great opportunity to support the church while having fun at the same time. (“Oh 
yes it is …!”) For obvious reasons we are limiting numbers this year, so to be sure of 

a seat please contact Mandy Palmer (07821 626121) to book in advance; you can 
then collect and pay for your ticket when you arrive.  



To set the captives free…. 
The  Belgravia Hotel on the promenade was one of the last of the old seaside 

hotels to survive in the town.  Most of the neighbouring establishments had 

been turned into self-contained holiday flats, where families could keep 
themselves to themselves and take their holidays without having to have 

anything to do with any other visitors. Other hotels in less favoured parts of 

the town had ended up offering temporary accommodation, short term lets to a 
largely transient population, or had even sunk into being hostels catering for 

homeless people, migrants, runaways, or those so deeply in debt there was 

really no way out. But Philip and Jill, proprietors of the Belgravia, were both 
enthusiastic ballroom dancers and they been able to build upon the popularity 

of Strictly Come Dancing and its rivals (which were, after all, some of the few 

programmes offering any glitter and fun nowadays). They had managed to 
build up a regular pattern of bookings from groups seeking a weekend away 

dancing and so, though it was the depths of winter, with gales and high tides 

lashing the town, they were full, strangely enough, with a group of retired 
H.M.R.C. staff and their partners. 

The doorbell rang. Jill went to the desk and stared at the screen to see who it 

was. In the gloom the security camera picked out two figures, apparently a 
man and a woman, huddled together against the wind and rain. Jill pressed the 

button of the microphone 

“Who are you? What do you want?” 
“We need somewhere to stay… You are a hotel, aren’t you?” 

All Jill’s instinctive mistrust came to the fore at those words. No-one just 

turned up looking for accommodation like that. Not any more – and not at this 
time of year. People would be safely inside, doors tight shut. Anyone who was 

about would be up to no good. Then she realised she had a ready made 

excuse. 
“Sorry we’re full. No rooms.” 

“Haven’t you anything at all – my wife, she’s pregnant?” 

Philip came over and asked what was going on. Jill explained. 
“They could have the garden room – there’s no-one in that. It’s a bit run down, 

but if they’re desperate…...” 

“We can’t let them in. We know nothing about them. They could be criminals. 
Why should we take care of them? And if she’s really pregnant…” 

“If she’s really pregnant she needs to be inside straight away. It’s dreadful that 

storm outside. Are we a hotel or aren’t we? Come on love...” He started to put 
his arm round her, but she moved away quickly and angrily. 

“Don’t! You know I don’t like it. You know how many germs they say can be 

passed on through human contact. That’s why people wear gloves when they’re 
dancing. You’ll be wanting me to kiss you next – pervert! Go on then, let them 

in, but don’t blame me if we have to have the whole place deep cleaned. It 

doesn’t even look as if they have masks.” 
Philip tapped in the code and the door swung open. The couple did in fact have 

masks and they made no protest when Jill held out a box of latex gloves to 

them. 



“We’ve a place in the back you can use. It was a sort of conservatory in the old 
days, but it’s got blinds over the windows, so you’ll have some privacy and I’ll 

bring you a heater. Don’t touch anything until you get to your room.” 

The couple staggered along, the woman sobbing with the bouts of pain. 
A little while later, when the couple were settled in the garden room (though 

junk room might have been a more appropriate description), Philip went back 

to Jill. 
“I’m worried. She’s in real pain. I don’t know much about these things, but I 

googled it and it said if the pains are coming with increasing frequency, she 

may be close to giving birth. I asked the bloke but he says they’ve no health 
insurance. They’ll have to go NHS and no-one does that nowadays if they can 

avoid it.” 

“Let me have a look”, retorted the other. She returned pale faced. “You’re right. 
You’ll have to phone.” 

Philip tapped in the number. An automated voice answered “Your emergency 

call is in a queue. You are number...7 in the queue.” 
“That’s hopeless,” said Jill. “Do you remember Dr. Yakub, the old chap up the 

road. He was a G.P. until they sacked all the foreigners. You’ll have to get him, 

see if he can help.” 
Philip went out into the wind and rain. There was no-one out on such a night. 

There rarely seemed to be anyone out and about at all. He hurried to the 

dilapidated old house where the retired G.P. lived. The old man looked at him 
strangely when he came to the door, but once Philip had explained the situation 

he waved him inside. Two younger men were in the lounge. “This is my son 

Asif, who is a consultant in Dublin and his cousin Ozal who works in the general 
hospital in Rotterdam.” The old man spoke rapidly in a language Philip didn’t 

understand, clearly explaining the situation. In a matter of moments the four 

men were hurrying back to the Belgravia. 
Sometime later Asif came out of the garden room to where Philip and Jill were 

waiting. 
“I think we can help her, but it’s going to be difficult. We need drugs - for her” 

he added with a grin, seeing Jill’s face. She thought for a moment. “We can’t 

go to an ordinary chemist’s and anyway nowhere will be open. I’ll have to 
phone Richard – there’s no other way.” 

“Your ex-husband won’t help me”, said Philip. “Yes he will,” the woman replied. 

“He’ll do it for me and anyway he never held it against you, the way you 

thought.” 

Philip went out into the dark night once more and set out up the High Street. 

Most of the shops were boarded up and some that showed lights had clearly 
been converted into homes. Covid 19 at the beginning of the 2020s and of 

course now the latest pandemic and all those other antibiotic resistant bugs 

had pretty much destroyed the old idea of the high street shop. People didn’t 
want to go out shopping. An increasing number of people didn’t want to go out 

at all. 

At last he saw the green sign and the illuminated name “Shepherd’s”. Thank 
goodness Richard had decided to move into the flat over his shop. 

The pharmacist let Philip in and looked at the note the doctors had given him. 

He bustled about the shop and had soon made up the required drugs. As he 



handed the bag of containers over to Philip, Richard looked at him. “It’s a filthy 
night. I’ll give you a lift.” 

The first glimmers of dawn were appearing as the new parents stared down at 

their son. 
“They’ll both be fine”, said Dr. Yakub, as he, Asif and Ozal left the garden room. 

“You know if there is anything we can do for you...” said Jill. “Like not telling 

the police about my unregistered foreign visitors?” said the old man with a 
smile. “I think I can rely on you for that.” 

There was a laugh from the other side of the room where Philip and Richard 

were talking. 
“My wife would be delighted if you would come round for dinner one evening, 

and Mr Shepherd too”, said Yakub. “It seems years since we had people round.” 

“I think it’s years since anybody had anyone round,” said Jill. 
“But that might just be changing. I reckon something else might have been 

born tonight besides the little kid,” said Philip, coming over and putting an arm 

round Jill’s shoulder. 
  

Credit Chris Scargill 

          



 



I recently asked on a local Facebook forum for some wintery pictures of the 

fountain on St Anne’s promenade when we had a deep freeze a couple of years 

ago. I got not only those, but some from back in 2010 when the sea froze 

(front cover) and some other festive delights! Hope you enjoy- Kaye 

 

 

 

 



Puzzles 

Messiah 

Broken 

Heart 
Freedom 

Darkness 

 

Favour 

Prisoners 

Comfort 
Mourn 

Bestow 

 

Crown 

Beauty 

Ashes 
Son 

God  

Jesus 

 

Seen 

Father 
Whoever 

longing 

thousand



Across 
1  Provisional meeting place of God and the Jews (Exodus 25:9) (10) 

7  David’s third son, killed when his head got caught in a tree during 

a  battle with his father (2 Samuel 18:14ñ15) (7) 
8  They ruled much of the west coast of South America in the 15th 

   and early 16th centuries (5) 

10 Small deer of European and Asian extraction (4) 
11 Seized control of (Numbers 21:25) (8) 

13 Terror (Luke 24:5) (6) 

15 First World War heroine shot by the Germans in Brussels, Nurse 
   Edith ____ (6) 

17 Stormy (8) 

18 A bitter variety of this, together with lamb and unleavened bread, 
   was the Passover menu for anyone ‘unclean’ (Numbers 9:11) (4) 

21 Arson (anag.) (5) 
22 How John Newton described God’s grace in his well-known hymn(7) 

23 Habitation (Isaiah 27:10) (10) 



Down 
1  ‘_____ and see that the Lord is good’ (Psalm 34:8) (5) 

2  ‘The wicked man flees though no one pursues, but the righteous 

   are as ____ as a lion’ (Proverbs 28:1) (4) 
3  One of the exiles, a descendant of Parosh, who married a foreign 

   woman (Ezra 10:25) (6) 

4  He escaped from Nob when Saul killed the rest of his family and 
   joined David (1 Samuel 22:19ñ20) (8) 

5  City and lake in Central Switzerland (7) 

6  ‘Offer your bodies as living ________, holy and pleasing to God’ 
   (Romans 12:1) (10) 

9  Pouches carried by horses (Genesis 49:14) (10) 

12 One who accepts government by God (8) 
14 Aromatic substance commonly used in Jewish ritual (Exodus 30:1) 

   (7) 

16 He asked Jesus, ‘What is truth?’ (John 18:38) (6) 
19 Are (Romans 13:1) (5) 

20 ‘You are to give him the name Jesus, because he will ____ his people 

   from their sins’ (Matthew 1:21) (4) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



St James the Least of All   
On the peril of choosing new kneelers 

 

The Rectory 
St James the Least of All 

 

My dear Nephew Darren 
 

After all these years, I now understand why the non-conformist denominations 

sit down, rather than kneel, to say their prayers. That way, no decisions have 
to be taken over the number, size, shape, colour, material and design of 

kneelers in church. 

Our present set was donated by a retired Major-General in 1899 to celebrate 
the Relief of Mafeking, and after more than a century of use by the pious and 

not-so-devout has taken its toll. Like certain members of our congregation, 

they now look a little worse for wear. Many have sprung leaks, so that when 
used, a jet of flocking is emitted all over the clothes of their neighbour, who 

then leaves Mattins looking like a Yeti. 

Other kneelers have been occupied by grateful mice, who find them most 
congenial for nesting and who leave in high umbrage, creating chaos as Miss 

Mapp chases them down the aisle with her umbrella; that this provides her 

with the perfect excuse to leave before the sermon is, I am sure, entirely 
coincidental. The final straw came when my own, by some quirk in its design, 

now sounds like a whoopee cushion every time I kneel. It may cause the 

choirboys much amusement, but it lends nothing to the dignity of our worship. 
So, we have decided to have a completely new set – and therein lies the 

problem. Who makes them? What will be the designs? Who co-ordinates the 

whole project? There is enough here to occupy the combined minds of our 
Church Council for the next Millennium and there will be enough scheming, 

manoeuvring, signing of non-aggression pacts and formation of tactical truces 

to make the United Nations look like amateurs. Unfortunately, we do not have 
the ecclesiastical equivalents of the blue berets to enforce peace. 

The more patriotic members of the congregation have suggested they all show 

the Union Jack – presumably so they can be waved at appropriate moments in 
our services; one belligerent individual wants to see depictions of St Michael 

slaughtering the dragon, John the Baptist’s head on a platter and other such 

tasteful scenes; on the other hand, dear Miss Timmins wants them all to depict 
doves or small fluffy creatures, which would make the church look more like 

pets corner. 

Cutting through these vital issues, I have suggested that the entire 
congregation converts to Roman Catholicism.... and then we could stand for 

our prayers and do without kneelers entirely. 

 
 

Your loving uncle, 

 
Eustace 

 



 



Christingle Service Sunday 5th December  

It was lovely to see families from church, 

school and nursery joining together in church to 

celebrate the Light of Christ at our Christingle 
Service on Sunday 5th December. Children from 

school had been provided with take-home 

packs to make their own Christingles to bring; 
others had made theirs at nursery and yet 

others had designed their own. One or two may 

have arrived at church with slightly fewer 
sweets than when they started! But shape, 

size, and design didn’t matter once everyone 

was standing in a circle around the church 

holding their lighted candles; as always, it was 

a magical moment.  

Even those who couldn’t get to church were 
able to take part, as the service was live 

streamed to the church Facebook page. If you 

missed it, you can still see it there or on the 
church Youtube page. Here are some of our 

young people proudly holding their Christingles 

ready to join in at home.  
 

 

 

 



 



Fantastically Festive Laughter Lines 

Why is 

Christmas 

exactly like 

your job?  

You work hard all year and 

some guy in a suit gets all 

the credit! 

 

What’s the difference 

between the Christmas 

alphabet and the ordinary 

alphabet? The Christmas 

alphabet has No-el.es 

 

Why is it getting harder to 

buy Advent calendars? 

Their days are numbered! 

 

What’s every parent’s favourite Christmas Carol? Silent Night. 

What did Santa sing as he went down the chimney? “Chestnuts roasting on an 

open fire…..” 

What do you call an elf wearing 

earmuffs? Whatever you want, he 

can’t hear you. 

What did one snowman say to the 

other snowman? Do you smell 

carrots? 

What goes “Oh, Oh, Oh”? Santa 

walking backwards. 

What do you get when you cross a 

snowman with a vampire? 

 Frostbite! 

  

 

 

 



Mary Visits Elizabeth 

Luke 1. 39 - 45   

39 At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of 
Judea, 40 where she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When 

Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth 

was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 In a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are 
you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear! 43 But why am I so 

favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44 As soon as the 

sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for 
joy. 45 Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would fulfill his promises 

to her!” 

The word ‘bless’ is used in many situations: ‘Ah bless’ we might say when a 

toddler covers themself in spaghetti sauce while exploring the world of solid 

food and spoons. ‘Bless you’ said sincerely to calm down the anxious patient. 

‘Bless you’ may also be our automatic 

instinctive response to a sneeze. ‘The 

Lord bless you and keep you’ said by 

a grieving family over their loved one 

is almost certainly a heartfelt prayer. 

From the playful to the profound, 

words of blessing convey deep 

meaning and carry power.  

So, when we bless someone, what is 

it that we are doing? One way of putting it might be that when we bless 

someone in the name of Jesus, we are saying that we want the best that God 

has for them, and that we want them to know God in a new and more vibrant 

way. 

We can pray God’s blessing over people who we see out and about. We can 

pray God’s blessing over our friends, neighbours and town and not just them, 

we can pray God’s blessings over people who are struggling, people who are 

suffering, people in any kind of need.  

It is a human interaction to bless people, but it is also a divine one. God is the 

sources of all blessing, whether we do it through song, through words and 

prayers, or through gestures such as hugging – doesn’t hugging mean so much 

more to us now, after over a year of it not being allowed!  Let us remember 

though, God’s blessing is not restricted only to those we think deserve it. God 

even blesses you and me!  

 Credit Debbie Wood  



Puzzle Answers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



Notes From the Editor 

We made it! The fact that you are sitting here reading this magazine is nothing 

short of a miracle. The past month has been an absolute marathon of so many 

different demands on my time that I honestly wasn’t sure I’d make it.  

I went to my first Ball since the pandemic started, my best friend and I went 

Christmas shopping, I had my gorgeous 2 year old nephew for a sleepover, 

went to the gym, had the carpets cleaned at home, celebrated Molly’s 19th 

birthday and none of that involves my actual full time job which I currently do 

for 40 hours a week! I have a week off from the 13th Dec so if no one sees me 

for a while, I shall be in bed.  

Our tree is going up, the house is clean, the animals are all happy and Finneus 

has done his homework. That’s it, once the magazine was printed, I officially 

entered holiday mode.  

I can’t believe I have been the editor for nearly a full year. 10 editions 

successfully distributed with nary a crisis or breakdown. My closest catastrophe 

was in the last edition when I labelled the front cover “Bacon of light” instead 

of Beacon. Mandy picked up on it while proofreading but I did nearly leave it in 

to see if anyone noticed.  

Wherever Christmas takes you this year, I hope it’s somewhere warm with 

food, drink and most of all love. Whether that love comes from family, friends, 

social groups, your church family or 

even good wishes from those people 

we see regularly like shopkeepers or 

milkmen. Absorb it and then pass it 

around to others that you meet. The 

world can never have enough good 

people spreading love and trying to 

make a difference.  

I hope that as we enter a new year and 

you look back on the one that’s past, 

you can see those moments when you 

did just that.  

I’ll leave you with our Christmas 

picture from last year. However much I 

may try, they just never come out like 

other people’s perfect family shots. 

Although really, it’s absolutely perfect 

for us. Chaos that I wouldn’t change 

for the world! Merry Christmas 

everyone. See you in the New Year. 

Love, prayers and happiness to you all. 

 

Until next time,  

Kaye 

 


