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Dear Friends, 
        

As I remarked to someone at the time, we all knew deep down that the Queen 

would die one day and since she was more than thirty years older than I am, 
the likelihood was that I would have to respond to it as part of my ministry. 

However, it still seemed very strange, and somehow unreal, to be commending 
her into God’s keeping and then praying for our sovereign Lord King Charles.  I 

don’t imagine I was alone in this. The Queen had been on the throne the whole 

of the lives of most of us. Her presence was something we took for granted. As 
so many said, her passing seemed to mark the end of an era. 

Monarchs are about both change and continuity. When one monarch dies 

another succeeds at once – there is the continuity. It was emphasised at the 

Queen’s funeral by the way the coffin was followed by the King and also by the 

new Prince of Wales, Prince George and Princess Charlotte, the next three in 

line to the throne. But at the same time, monarchs mark the passing of time, 
we speak of the Victorian age, the Edwardian period, perhaps in time the 

second Elizabethan age. Now we seem to be entering into something new. 

The Queen’s reign covered most of the “Post-War” period, the time shaped by 
the conclusion of the Second World War. That includes the end of Empire and 

Britain’s search for a new place in the world. Until a few years ago, it seemed 

that that new place was going to be within a community of European states 
and then, by a relatively small margin, the electorate decided it wasn’t after 

all. So, the question arises what is this new era going to be all about? Perhaps 
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that is one of the reasons the Queen’s death hit us all in the way it did. It 
forced us to ask where do we go from here? 

Some earnest writers in the Guardian expressed the fear that all the pomp and 

the pageantry of the funeral kept us looking backwards rather than getting to 
grips with what Britain’s future ought to be. They may have a point. However 

nostalgic we may feel, into the past is the one direction of travel which is 

definitively closed to us. 
For St. Thomas’, and indeed for most mainstream churches across Britain, this 

is not an unfamiliar problem. We are called to proclaim the Gospel afresh to 

each generation. That means we cannot look back at what we were doing in 
2005 or 1985 or 1955 and assume that it is an appropriate pattern for church 

life today. 

We have to be ready for change. At the same time, we are called to proclaim a 
message rooted in a God who is eternal. The abiding and eternal love of God, 

revealed to us in Jesus, is as firm a guarantee of continuity as anyone could 

ask for. 
So perhaps we as the Church have something to contribute to our national life 

here. Perhaps our experience of moving on to something new without letting 

go of our essential nature is something we can share with our wider society as 
it seeks to move forward. But, on the other hand, we have to get to grips with 

coping with change ourselves before we can help others. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
                    Chris Scargill 
 



As well as our website, we are on Facebook and YouTube! Use these to receive 

up to date information about online worship, upcoming services and local 

community events. Most smartphones have these apps already built in or you 

can google them on your home computer. If you are struggling to access us 

online, feel free to call the editor (Kaye) for support on the number below. 

Our next edition of No Doubt will be available from Sunday 6th November.  

The last day to submit your items for publication will be Friday 28th October. 

Anything sent after this date is welcome but may not be printed until the 

following edition; however, please do call me and I will be as flexible as 

possible.  

Email khazel82@gmail.com or call 07985278791. 

This month’s cover photo: The Queen@Free2Download.com 

As part of bringing our opportunities for giving in to the 21st century, we now 

have a QR code located around church that can be 

scanned using a mobile phone to make a donation. 

This will be particularly useful for visitors that come to 

us for weddings and christenings. If you do have any 

questions on how to use these, please ask one of the 

churchwardens or myself and we will be happy to help.  

Kaye Houston 
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Forthcoming Services 

2nd October HARVEST FESTIVAL 

(TRINITY 16) 

10.30a.m. Harvest Festival Family  
                Service with the 

                participation of St  

                Thomas’ School &  
                Nursery 

7p.m.        Harvest Festival Holy  

                Communion with  
                traditional 

                harvest hymns 

 

5th October 

9a.m.   School Service: St Francis of 

           Assisi     
          

6th October William Tyndale 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 
 

9th October  17th SUNDAY AFTER 

TRINITY 
10.30a.m. Parish Communion 

7p.m.       Compline 

 
13th October St. Edward the 

Confessor 

10.30a.m Holy Communion (said) 
 

15th October 

3.30p.m. Brick Church 
 

16th October 18th SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY 

10.30a.m. Parish Communion 

 

 

20th October kept as St Luke 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 

 
23rd October 19th SUNDAY AFTER 

TRINITY 

10.30a.m. Parish Communion    
                followed by ministry of    

                healing 

7p.m.       Compline 
 

27th October kept as SS. Simon 

and Jude 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 

 

30th October ALL SAINTS 
SUNDAY 

10.30a.m. Parish Communion for the   

                Feast of All Saints 
7p.m.       Commemoration of the  

                Departed 

 
3rd November kept as All Saints 

10.30a.m. Holy Communion (said) 

 
5th November 

12 noon Wedding of Sam Procter  

             and Lisa Pilz. 
 

6th November 3rd SUNDAY 

BEFORE ADVENT 
10.30a.m. Parish Communion 

 
FROM THE REGISTERS 

Funeral 

22nd September Wendy Buckler (91) 

 



Parish Prayer Diary 

In the double edition for August and September, only August’s prayers were 

published. I have inserted September’s below in case anyone would like to 

backdate their prayers.  

4th September  Rimington Place and Downham Place. Our House Group and  

                       Bible Study group. 

11th September St David’s Road South, Hove Road and Springfield Road. The  

                       Community Mental Health Team.  

18th September Lunesdale Close and Bowland Place. Preparation of our Lent 

                       and discipleship courses.  

25th September Royal Place and the Mall. Those who have been baptised in the 

                       last year. 

2nd October       Wildings Lane and Lytham Moss. The Royal Lytham and  

                       St Anne’s Golf Club. 

9th October       Ilkley Avenue and Clifton Gardens. Our PCC Treasurer and 

                       PCC Secretary. 

16th October     Evesham Road and Pershore Road. Our Stewardship, church 

                       finances and fundraising.  

23rd October     Moorland Road and Curzon Road. Those preparing to receive  

                       their First Communion. Those who have been confirmed in the 

                       past year. 

30th October     Baltimore Road and States Road. Our Worship Committee.  

Church Flowers 

Sunday 2nd October  Harvest Festival, 

cash donations and tinned or packet 

food please 

The Rawlings Family in memory of Brian 

on his Birthday  
Sunday 9th October  Wendy Mutton in 

memory of Brian 

Margaret Erwin in memory of her 
mother 

Sunday 16th October Barbara and 

John Davies in memory of Mother Clara 
Sunday 23rd October  In memory of our dear friend Ruth 

Sunday 30th October Glenys Markland in memory of Jim 

 



Support for Ukraine 
Please do continue to bring tins, packets, toiletries, nappies for us to send via 

International Aid Trust. The need is still very great. 

We have many Ukrainian Families living in our community. They meet weekly, 
and many are attending weekly English lessons. I am pleased to be able to 

offer my support to some families through Home-Start and Blackpool Council. 

Please also do consider buying a tin or packet of food to help our food bank. 
Baskets are available at the back of church.  

Thank you, Glenys.  

To date 350 tonnes of aid has been distributed in the most needed areas of 
Ukraine, this is approximately £6.3 million worth of aid. Thank you to 

everyone who has contributed.          

 

GOOD NEWS 
WE ARE BACK 

In October we are holding another New to You sale 
 

The Sale will be held on Wednesday 26th October from 10am until 4pm. 

We urgently need help to make the Sale a success, in particular; 

Help from our more ‘able bodied’ members for setting up on Monday evening 

(24th) from 18.00. 

Help with the setting up of stalls with ‘stock‘ on Tuesday (25th) from 10.00. 
Help with the actual selling on Wednesday (26th) from 09.30. 

Help with putting away and clearing up on Thursday (27th) from 10.00. 

PLEASE PUT THE DATE IN YOUR DIARY AND ENCOURAGE ALL YOUR 
FRIENDS AND FAMILY TO COME ALONG 

We now urgently need donations of good quality ladies clothing, bric–a–brac,  

ornaments and books etc. (Please note that unfortunately we will not be able 
to accept electrical or large furniture items).  

Please let any member of the Social Committee know if you are able to help in 
any way. Thank you. 



 



 



GENEROSITY 
 
The following is an adapted version of a letter sent out to as many members of 

the St. Thomas’ community as we have contact details for. If you didn’t receive 

your letter, please accept our apologies – here it is anyway. 
 

“We love God because God first loved us” 1 John 4:19 

 
From Sunday 25th September to Sunday 2nd October, as well as celebrating 

and giving thanks for the beauty and wonder of God’s Creation, St.Thomas’ 

will also be taking part in the Church of England’s Generosity Week. A time 
for reflecting on God’s generosity to us and the generosity of our response. 

We want to invite you to continue to use this month for such a time of 

reflection. 

Some may feel that, given the significant levels of uncertainty in our finances 

which many of us are experiencing due to the impact of inflation, COVID and 
rising energy prices, a week focused on giving seems inappropriate. 

However, Generosity Week invites us to do more than simply think about 

church finances. It is a chance to reflect on all God has given us: love beyond 
measure; His Spirit; our beautiful creation; the gift of life each day and, of 

course, Jesus Christ. Generosity Week is also an invitation into a new way 

of living. A way that recognizes that “we love God, because God first loved 
us” (1 John 4:19). My prayer for St Thomas’ is that this culture of generosity 

and gratitude will grow in every aspect of our lives: from our hospitality to 

friends and family, to how we treat those in need in our community, to our 
giving to the life of the church. 

At the same time church finances have undoubtedly suffered badly in the 

last few years. COVID and social distancing meant that our traditional 
fundraising and social events more or less ceased to exist and we also lost 

a substantial amount of our income from room hire. Lockdown had a serious 

impact on our weekly collections. The cost of living crisis which has affected 
us all as individuals has also affected the running costs of St Thomas’ church. 

We are therefore using the opportunity of Generosity Week to invite you to 

review your giving to St Thomas’. The enclosed annual review leaflet (a copy 
is available in church if you wish to see it) sets out our parish financial 

situation in more detail. 

For some of you, it may be impossible to increase your giving or start giving 
at this time. It’s possible that there will be those of you who have to reduce 

your giving because of your personal financial circumstances. However, I am 

confident that as you read this, others will feel able to increase the amount 
you give to the church or start giving for the first time. 

I also ask you also to consider the way you give to our church, for example, 

could you join the Parish Giving Scheme, set up a standing order or even 
think about leaving a legacy gift to St Thomas’? To respond, please either 

put your response form in the box which will be at the back of the parish 

church or send it to our treasurer, Mrs. Ruth Turley, c/o The Parish Office by 
the end of October. 



Please be assured we are grateful for all gifts, large and small, whether you 
increase your giving, reduce your giving, or start giving for the first time! Or 

perhaps, even if you feel you cannot give any more to the work of the church 

financially, you have time, talents or energy to contribute to the life of 
St.Thomas’ in a more practical hands-on way? Speak to the vicar or one of 

the wardens if that is the case. 

In these times of real uncertainty, we rest ever more strongly on our faith 
in God. 

On behalf of the PCC, I would like to thank you for your support and prayers.   

 Chris Scargill 
 

COMMEMORATION OF THE DEPARTED 
Our annual service for the commemoration of the departed will take place at 7p.m on 

Sunday 30th October. All those for whom we, as a parish, have led the funeral in the 

last few years will be remembered by name. These families will be contacted directly. 

However, if you have a departed loved one whom you would like to have remembered 

by name in the service, you can also add their name to the lists which will be at the 

back of church for the two weeks preceding the service. Please write in block capitals 

to avoid any danger of misreading. If you cannot put the name on yourself or ask a 

friend to do so, please contact one of the wardens or a member of the ministry team. 

 

 
 



School News October 2022 

 

September was, as always, a time for new beginnings, new people and new 

routines. As well as all the children moving up to their next classes with 
different staff and unfamiliar routines to find out about, there were new pupils 

and staff to welcome into the school family – including, of course, our head 

teacher, Lindsay Walton.  
 

Part of the INSET day before the start of term was set aside for Lindsay to 

meet staff and governors and for everyone to start getting to know each other. 
Various activities were organised to help with this, one of which involved 

gathering an interesting fact about every person present and then trying to 

match the facts to the people. This certainly caused a few surprises. Who 

would have thought that amongst our staff members are someone who danced 

on tour with Showaddywaddy, another who auditioned for Blind Date and 

another whose aunt was an 80s pop star? Or, for that matter, that two of the 
governors are huge fans of Heavy Metal? It was all great fun and by the end of 

the morning even people who had worked together for years knew their 

colleagues a lot better than they did before.  
 

For the youngest children, of course, absolutely everything is unfamiliar. 

Reception class quickly filled with new faces - some nervous, some more 
confident, some quiet, some lively, all looking ridiculously tiny to be beginning 

their journey into the world of education. Under the expert guidance of the 



Reception staff, they spent their first few days exploring their new environment 
and making friends, and were soon moving on to learning to take turns, finding 

out about letter sounds and even getting their fingers ready for writing. Great 

stuff! They have also been learning about their class Gospel Value – kindness – 
and thinking about kind hands, kind feet and kind words as well as being kind 

to things around them in school and in the natural world. Well worth a thought 

at any age, really. 
 

Buildings can have new beginnings too! If you have passed the school in recent 

weeks it can’t have escaped your notice that there is a lot of construction work 
going on. This is a mixture of long awaited improvements and repairs and 

some exciting new developments which will bring the school into line with the 

latest “green” technology. More details to follow in future articles.  
 

 
 



Brick Church 

We held our first Brick Church on 17th 

September. We thought that the ‘Wise and 

Foolish Builders’ would be a good subject 

for this inaugural building session. 

Following the story, the families were 

engrossed in building whatever they 

wanted - that may or may not have been 

inspired by the story. 

This was a time for family activity, 

fellowship with each other and 

refreshments. After approximately half an 

hour of building we regrouped to look at 

the creations before singing ‘The Wise man 

built his house upon the rock’ (what else could we have chosen?). We 

concluded with prayer whilst focusing on our own brick, before joining them 

together as a representation of our collective prayer. 

Our next session is on 15th October at 3.30pm. Please spread the word. 



 



Puzzles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Across 
1  Tertullus, who presented the high priest’s case against Paul in his trial before Felix, was one 
(Acts 24:1) (6) 
4  As balm (anag.) (6) 
8  Having explored Canaan, he and Joshua urged the Israelites to take possession of it (Numbers 
13:30) (5) 
9  On becoming king of Judah, he had all six of his brothers killed (2 Chronicles 21:4) (7) 
10 ‘Even the — has found a home, and the swallow a nest for herself’ (Psalm 84:3) (7) 
11 Banishment(Jeremiah29:1)(5) 
12 ‘And now I will show you the most — way’(1Corinthians12:31) (9) 
17 ‘Titus did not exploit you, did he? Did we not —— the same spirit and follow the same course?’ 
(2 Corinthians 12:18) (3,2) 
19 Mice den(anag.)(7) 
21 How Egypt is often described in the Old Testament: ‘the land of — ’ (Exodus 13:3) (7) 
22 One of the first Levites to resettle in Jerusalem after the exile in Babylon (1 Chronicles 9:15) (5) 
23 ‘As a sheep before her shearers is —,so he did not open his mouth’ (Isaiah 53:7) (6) 
24 Paul’s birthplace(Acts22:3)(6) 
 



Down 
1  Ravenous insect inflicted on Egypt in vast numbers as the eighth plague (Exodus 10:14) (6) 
2  Well-being (Philippians 2:20) (7) 
3  Small piece of live coal or wood in a dying fire (Psalm 102:3) (5) 
5  Sportsman or woman (2 Timothy 2:5) (7) 
6  The original name of Abraham’s wife (Genesis 17:15) (5) 
7  ‘So in Christ we who are many form one body, and each — belongs to all the others’ (Romans 
12:5) (6) 
9  According to Peter, a wife’s beauty should not come from wearing this (1 Peter 3:3) (9) 
13 ‘For God did not send his Son into the world to — the world’ (John 3:17) (7) 
14 ‘The Lord of heaven and earth...does not live in — built by hands’ (Acts 17:24) (7) 
15 ‘If your hand — you to sin,cut it off’(Mark9:43)(6) 
16 Something like these fell from Saul’s eyes as soon as Ananias placed his hands on him (Acts 
9:18) (6) 
18 Track(Job41:30)(5)  
20 Religious doctrine(5) 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



With October, autumn is underway – the leaves are turning gold, the chilly 

nights are closing in and the shops are full of Halloween things. Our ancestors 

were frightened of the dark and cold of winter and feared that evil things might 

attack them. So, they lit fires and wore frightening masks, to ward off evil 

spirits. But Christianity taught a much better way:  it taught that Jesus Christ 

is the Son of God, and that when He died for us on the cross, He overcame all 

the powers of evil that there are. So, we don’t need charms to ward off evil, we 

just need to turn to Jesus in prayer. He will protect us from any power of 

darkness that menaces our lives.   The Psalms say that He is our shield and 

protector! 

Autumn 

Gold 

Night 
Dark 

Pumpkin 

Sweets 

Saints 

Goodness 
Saving 

Prayer 

Protection 

Light 

Jesus 
Son 

fearless 

School 

Exams 

Half term 
Coal 

Leaves 

Bonfires 

Sneeze 

Scarves 
Soup 

 



St James the Least of All  
 
On publishing my book 

 

The Rectory 
St James the Least 

 

My dear Nephew Darren 
 

After all these years, who would have believed it: 

to have my own book printed! I must admit, I 
had imagined a leather-bound volume with gold leaf lettering on the spine – 

perhaps even titled ‘Volume One’, implying future delights when further work 

would appear. A paperback, held together with glue was a slight 

disappointment. The publisher’s reason for a print run of 50, saying that it 

meant fewer would have to be dumped in cut-price bookshops, was not what I 
had expected either.  

He seemed to think that my commentary on Eusebius’s tables for cross-

referencing the gospels, as explained in his letter to Carpianus, would not have 
mass interest. While I concede it will be unlikely to dent the sales of Harry 

Potter, and that I am unlikely to be involved in negotiating the film rights, I 

had hoped for slightly more enthusiasm for this stride forward in global 
knowledge. 

The excitement of the book launch and signing was also tempered when only 

the bishop arrived expecting a free copy, so he could mark it for theological 
errors. My suggestion that he take a copy to colour it in did not go down well. I 

suspect I will not now be asked to deliver a paper on it at the next clergy 

conference. 
I was briefly excited when several parishioners came into the shop. But it 

turned out that one wanted to book a baptism with me, and another wanted to 

complain that at his recent wedding, I had nearly married the best man to the 
bride. I was tempted to tell him that the time may come when he wished that I 

had but decided that would be another sale lost. 

I could not even console myself with a free drink. The publisher had only 
brought two bottles of that particular white wine, of unknown origin, that 

seems specially reserved for book launches and retirement parties. I suspect it 

derives less from a vineyard and more from a laboratory. One bottle he kept 
for himself and the other disappeared after my Confirmation class came in to 

ask whether the book would be serialised on TV. 

In the end, I bought all 50 copies myself, placed a note in the bookshop 
window saying that, due to exceptional demand, the print run had been 

entirely sold out. It has also solved the annual problem of Christmas presents; 

in your case, a second copy will probably arrive for your birthday too. 
 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 
 



 



 



Laughter Lines 
 
The following are genuine notes left for milkmen.  

~  Dear Milkman: I’ve just had a baby, please leave another one. 

~  Cancel one pint after the day after today. 
~  Please don’t leave any more milk. All they do is drink it. 

~  Please close the gate behind you because the birds keep pecking the tops of 

the milk. 
~  Please cancel the milk. I have nothing coming into the house except two 

sons on the dole. 

~  Please bring me a form about cheap milk, as my boyfriend has made me 
stagnant. 

~  Please do not leave milk at no. 14 as he is dead until further notice. 

 
I got so sick of trick-or-treaters on Halloween night that I finally turned off all 

the lights and pretended I wasn’t home. 

Forget the ships! My lighthouse, my rules! 

 
Q: What do you call six witches in a jacuzzi? 

A: A self-cleaning coven. 
 

Q: Why don’t witches have babies? 

A: Their husbands have crystal balls. 
 

As my five-year-old son and I were heading to McDonald's one day, we passed 

a car accident. Usually when we see something terrible like that, we say a 
prayer for whoever might be hurt, so I pointed and said to my son, "We should 

pray."    

An instant later a fervent prayer was heard in the back seat. "Dear God, please 
don't let those cars block the entrance to McDonald's." 

 

 



Puzzle Answers 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  



Notes from the Editor 

I can’t believe that as I am writing this, in one week it will be October! The 

other day I spotted an advert for G4 (a vocal quartet specialising in opera style 

music) hosting a Christmas Concert in Blackpool. You may remember a while 

ago that I took Finneus to Lytham Hall to see the singer Lewis Raines (also a 

part of G4) so I snapped up some tickets. We’ll see them on the 13th of 

December and then set off for London on the 16th for a four day break away 

and some well needed Mum and Son time. We have tickets booked for the 

theatre and the Natural History Museum and a couple of good places to eat 

earmarked. We can’t wait to see London’s Christmas lights. 

Back during Covid, I’d booked tickets to go to the Harry Potter Studio tour, 

also in London, but it was cancelled. I haven’t told Finneus yet but on the 

Monday we are due to travel back, I’ve rebooked to go to the studio at 1pm to 

do the full tour and experience. It will all be decked out in snow and Christmas 

decorations, serving butterbeer and various activities to do! Excited doesn’t 

quite cover it……..we’ll soon find out how much of an interest he takes in my 

little monthly columns if he doesn’t mention it shan’t we! 

The builders came to start our bathroom on the 1st of Aug for what was quoted 

to be a 5-7 working day job. Week 9 is rolling around and it still isn’t finished 

so there were a few fleas placed in a few ears the past week. There’s nothing 

worse than constant disruption and the ever-present fear of stepping on a 

piece of rubble or a nail in your bare feet in the middle of the night. It really 

will be a Christmas miracle if it’s done before December at this rate.  

Finneus has set off to year 8 at LSA and continues to do well and enjoy his 

education. We had a traumatic 6 days when our little cat Pancake went 

missing. It appears he had been shut in at the factory complex near our house. 

He finally escaped and came home shouting the odds, very thin and looking 

incredibly sorry for himself. It took a few weeks, but he fattened back up and 

some cooked meats helped heal the trauma! He isn’t anywhere near beating 

my dad’s cat who holds the record at nearly 7 weeks 

trapped underneath floorboards in a house 

renovation next door! It has certainly been a 

rollercoaster summer 

topped off with such 

sadness for the country 

on the passing of Queen 

Elizabeth the second. I 

was incredibly proud of 

everyone who played a 

part in her funeral and 

such a marvellous send 

off. Let’s see what the 

next few months bring 

us! Until next time, take 

care. Kaye. 


